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beast in the forest. 

Other women, the strongest, were models of courage and self- 
control, unsurpassed by men. Svirid had many other things to 
tell his chief. He wanted to warn him of an impending new 
rebellion, more dangerous than the one that had been put down, 
but Liberius, by hurrying him, deprived him of the power of 
speech. Liberius kept interrupting Svirid not only because his 
friends were calling and waving to him from the highway, but 
because during the past two weeks he had been given similar 
warnings time and again, and by now he knew them by heart. 

“Give me time, Comrade Chief. I am no good at finding 
words. They stick in my throat, they choke me. What I say is 
this, go to the refugee camp and tell those women to stop 
their nonsense. Otherwise, I ask you, what is this supposed to 
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be—‘All against Kolchak!’ or a civil war among the women?” 

“Get on with it, Svirid. You see I’m wanted. Don’t spin it out.” 

“And now there’s that she-devil, Zlydarikha, God only knows 
what she is. She says: Tut me down as a woman ventilator to 
look after the cattle. . . .’ ” 

“Veterinary, you mean.” 

“That’s what I say—a woman ventilator to cure cattle of wind. 
But she’s not looking after cattle now, such a heretic, devil’s 
reverend mother she has turned out to be, she says cows’ 
masses, and turns young refugee wives from their duty. ‘You’ve 
only yourselves to blame for your miseries,’ she says to them. 
‘That’s what comes of hitching up your skirts and running after 
the Red flag. Don’t do it again.’ ” 

“What refugees are you talking about—ours, from the camp, 
or some other kind?” 

“The others, of course. The new ones, the strangers.” 

“But they had orders to go to Dvory. How have they got here?” 

“Dvory! That’s a good one. Your Dvory’s burned out, mill 
and all, nothing left of it but cinders. That’s what they saw 
when they came by—not a living thing. Half of them went crazy, 
yelled and howled and turned straight back to the Whites, and 
the other half turned this way.” 

“But how do they get through the taiga, through the swamps?” 

“What are saws and axes for? Some of our men, who were sent 
to guard them, helped them a bit. Twenty miles of road they’ve 
cut, they say. Bridges and all, the brutes! Talk about women! 
They’ve done things that would take us a month of Sundays!” 

“That’s a fine thing, twenty miles of road! And what are you 
looking so pleased about, you jackass? That’s just what the 
Whites want, a highway into the taiga! Now all they have to do 
is to roll in their artillery!” 

“Send a force to guard the road.” 

“I can do my own thinking, thank you.” 


The days were getting shorter; it was dark by five. Toward 
dusk Yurii Andreievich crossed the highway at the very place 
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where Liberius had stood talking to Svirid a few days earlier. He 
was on his way back to the camp. Near the clearing where the 
mound and the rowan tree marked the camp boundary, he 
heard the bold, challenging voice of Kubarikha, his “rival” as 
he jokingly called the cattle healer. She was singing a gay 
jingle and her voice had a raucous, boisterous screech in it. 
Judging by the peals of approving laughter that kept inter¬ 
rupting her, there was a crowd of men and women listening. 
Then came silence. The people must have dispersed. 

Thinking herself alone, Kubarikha sang a different song, 
softly, as if to herself. Yurii Andreievich, who was cautiously 
making his way in the dusk along the footpath that skirted the 
swamp in front of the rowan tree, stopped in his tracks. Ku¬ 
barikha was singing an old Russian song, but he did not know it. 
Or she was improvising it? 

An old Russian folk song is like water held back by a dam. It 
looks as if it were still and were no longer flowing, but in its 
depths it is ceaselessly rushing through the sluice gates and the 
stillness of its surface is deceptive. By every possible means, by 
repetitions and similes, the song slows down the gradual unfold¬ 
ing of its theme. Then at some point it suddenly reveals itself 
and astounds us. That is how the song’s sorrowing spirit comes to 
expression. The song is an insane attempt to stop time by means 
of its words. 

Kubarikha half sang and half recited: 

“As a hare was running about the wide world, 

About the wide world, over the white snow. 

He ran, the lop-eared hare, past a rowan tree. 

Past a rowan tree, and complained to it: 

Have I not, he said, a timorous heart, 

A timorous heart, so faint and weak? 

I am frightened, he said, of the wild beast’s tracks. 

Wild beast’s tracks, the wolf’s hungry belly. 

Pity me, O rowan bush! O fair rowan tree! 

Do not give thy beauty to the wicked enemy. 

The wicked enemy, the wicked raven. 

Scatter thy red berries to the wind, 

To the wind, over the wide world, over the white snow. 
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Fling them, roll them to my native town, 

To the far end of the street, the last house, 

The last house in the street, the last window, the room 
Where she has shut herself in. 

My beloved, my longed-for love. 

Whisper to my grieving love, my bride, 

A warm, an ardent word. 

I, a soldier, languish in captivity. 

Homesick, I am, poor soldier, kept in foreign parts. 

I’ll break from durance bitter, 

I’ll go to my red berry, to my lovely bride.” 


7 

Agafia Fotievna, Pamphil’s wife, had brought her sick cow to 
Kubarikha. The cow had been separated from the herd and 
tethered to a tree by a rope tied to her horns. Her mistress sat 
on a tree stump by the cow’s forelegs and Kubarikha, on a milk¬ 
ing stool, by her hind legs. 

The rest of the countless herd was crammed into a glade, 
hemmed in all around by the dark forest of triangular firs, as tall 
as hills and rising from their spreading lower branches as if 
they were squatting on fat bottoms on the ground. 

The cows were mostly black with white spots and belonged 
to some Swiss breed popular in Siberia. They were exhausted, 
no less exhausted than their owners by privations, endless wan¬ 
dering, and intolerable crowding. Rubbing flank to flank and 
maddened by the lack of space, they forgot their sex and reared 
and climbed on top of one another, pulling up their heavy udders 
with an effort and roaring like bulls. The heifers who were 
covered by them broke away from underneath and rushed off 
into the forest, tails in the air and trampling shrubs and 
branches. Their herdsmen—old men and children—ran shrieking 
after them. 

And as if they too were hemmed in by the tight circle of 
treetops in the winter sky above the glade, the black and white 
clouds reared and piled and toppled as chaotically as the cows. 

The knot of curious onlookers who stood at a distance an- 
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noyed the witch, and she measured them from top to toe with a 
hostile look. But, vain as an artist, she felt that it was beneath 
her dignity to admit that they embarrassed her. She pretended 
not to notice them. The doctor watched her from the back of 
the crowd, where she could not see him. 

This was the first time he took a good look at her. She wore 
her usual English cap and pea-green overcoat with its crumpled 
collar. But the haughty and passionate expression that gave a 
youthful fire and darkness to this aging woman’s eyes showed 
plainly that she did not care in the least what she was wearing 
or not wearing. 

What astonished Yurii Andreievich was the change in Pam- 
phil’s wife. He could scarcely recognize her. In the last few days 
she had aged terribly. Her goggling eyes were almost ready to 
pop out of their sockets and her neck was as thin and long as 
a cart shaft. Such was the effect upon her of her secret fears. 

“She doesn’t give any milk, my dear,” she was saying. “I 
thought she might be in calf, but then she would have had milk 
by now and she still hasn’t any.” 

“Why should she be in calf? You can see the scab of anthrax 
on her udder. I’ll give you some herb ointment to rub it with. 
And of course I’ll cast a spell on her.” 

“My other trouble is my husband.” 

“I’ll charm him back, so he won’t stray. That’s easy. He’ll stick 
to you so you won’t be able to get rid of him. What’s your 
third trouble?” 

“It isn’t that he strays. That would be nothing. The mis¬ 
fortune is that he clings to me and the children with all his 
might, and that breaks his heart. I know what he thinks. He 
thinks they’ll separate the camps, that they will send us one 
way and him another. And that we’ll fall into the hands of Bas- 
salygo’s men and he won’t be there and we won’t have anyone 
to stand up for us. And that they’ll torture us, they’ll rejoice in 
our torments. I know his thoughts. I’m afraid he’ll do away with 
himself.” 

“I’ll think about it. I’ll find a way to end your grief. What’s 
your third trouble?” 

“I haven’t a third one. That’s all there is—my cow and my 
husband.” 
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"Well, you are poor in sorrows, my dear. See how merciful 
God has been to youl Such as you are hard to find. Only two 
sorrows in your poor heart, and one of them a fond husbandl 
Well, let’s begin. What will you give me for the cow?” 

"What will you take?” 

“I’ll have a loaf of bread and your husband.” 

The onlookers burst out laughing. 

“Are you joking?” 

“Too much, is it? All right, I’ll do without the loaf. We’ll settle 
for your husband.” 

The laughter grew louder. 

“What’s the name? Not your husband’s, your cow’s.” 

“Beauty.” 

“Half the herd is called that. All right. We’ll start with God’s 
blessing.” 

She recited the spell for the cow. At first she was indeed 
concerned with the cow, but after a while she got carried away 
and gave Agafia a whole set of instructions on witchcraft. Yurii 
Andreievich listened spellbound, just as, when he first arrived 
in Siberia from European Russia, he had listened to the florid 
chatter of the driver, Bacchus. 

The woman was saying: 

“Aunt Margesta, come and be our guest. Come on Wednes¬ 
day, take away the pest, take away the spell, take away the 
scab. Ringworm, leave the heifer’s udder. Stand still, Beauty, 
do your duty, don’t upset the pail. Stand still as a hill, let milk 
run and rill. Terror, terror, show your mettle, take the scab, 
throw them in the nettle. Strong as a lord is the sorcerer’s word. 

“You see, Agafia, you have to know everything—bidding and 
forbidding, the word for escaping and the word for safekeeping. 
Now you, for example, you look over there and you say to your¬ 
self: ‘There’s a forest.’ But what there is over there is the forces 
of evil fighting the angelic hosts—they’re at war like your men 
with Bassalygo’s. 

“Or take another example, look over there where I’m pointing. 
You’re looking the wrong way, my dear, use your eyes, not the 
back of your head, look where my finger is pointing. That’s 
right! Now, what do you think that is? You think it’s two twigs 
that the wind has tangled together? Or a bird building its nest? 
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Well, it isn’t either. That thing is a real devil’s work, a garland 
the water spirit started weaving for her daughter. She heard 
people coming by, that frightened her, so she left it half done, 
but she’ll finish it one of these nights, you will see. 

“Or again, take your red banner. You think it’s a flag, isn’t that 
what you think? Well, it isn’t a flag. It’s the purple kerchief of the 
death woman, she uses it for luring. And why for luring? She 
waves it and she nods and winks and lures young men to come 
and be killed, then she sends famine and plague. That’s what it 
is. And you went and believed her. You thought it was a flag. 
You thought it was: ‘Come to me, all ye poor and proletarians of 
the world.’ 

“You have to know everything these days, Agafia my girl, 
every single thing. What every bird is and every stone and 
every herb. That bird, for example, that’s a starling. And that 
beast is a badger. 

“Now, another thing, suppose you take a fancy to someone, 
you just tell me. I’ll make him pine for you, whoever he is—your 
Forester, the one who is your chief, if you like, or Kolchak or 
Ivan Tsarevich—anyone. You think I’m boasting? I am not. Now 
look, I’ll tell you. When winter comes with blizzards and whirl¬ 
winds and snowspouts chasing each other in the fields, I will 
stick a knife into such a pillar of snow, right up to the hilt, and 
when I take it out of the snow, it will be red with blood. Have 
you ever heard of such a thing? Well, there you are! And you 
thought I was boasting. Now, how can it be, you tell me, that 
blood should come out of a snowspout that is made only of wind 
and snow? That’s just it, my dear, that whirlwind isn’t just wind 
and snow, it’s a werewolf, a changeling that’s lost its little be¬ 
witched child and is looking for it, it goes about the fields crying 
and looking for it. That is what I struck with my knife, that is 
why there is blood on it. Now, with that knife I can cut away 
the footprint of any man, and I can sew it with a silk thread to 
your skirt, and that man—whoever he is, Kolchak, or Strelnikov, 
or any new Tsar they set up—will follow you step by step wher¬ 
ever you go. And you thought I was telling lies! You thought it 
was: ‘Come to me, all ye poor and proletarians of the world.’ 

“And many other things there are, such as stones raining from 
heaven, so that a man may go forth out of his house and the 
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stones rain upon him. Or, as some have seen, horsemen riding 
through the sky, the horses’ hoofs hitting the tops of the houses. 
Or as sorcerers prophesied of old, saying: ‘In this woman there 
is com, in that one honey, in a third marten fur.’ And the knight 
opened the shoulder of the woman, as if it were a casket, and 
with his sword took out of her shoulder blade a measure of com 
or a squirrel or a honeycomb.” 

Occasionally we experience a deep and strong feeling. Such a 
feeling always includes an element of pity. The more we love, 
the more the object of our love seems to us to be a victim. In 
the case of some men, compassion for a woman exceeds all 
measure and transports her to an unreal, entirely imaginary 
world. Such men are jealous of the very air she breathes, of the 
laws of nature, of everything that happened in the world before 
she was bom. 

Yurii Andreievich was sufficiently well read to suspect that 
Kubarikha’s last words repeated the opening passage of an 
ancient chronicle, either of Novgorod or Epatievo, but so dis¬ 
torted by copyists and the sorcerers and bards who had trans¬ 
mitted them orally for centuries that its original meaning had 
been lost. Why, then, had he succumbed so completely to the 
tyranny of the legend? Why did this gibberish, this absurd talk, 
impress him as if it were describing real events? 

Lara’s left shoulder had been cut open. Like a key turning in 
the lock of a secret safe, the sword unlocked her shoulder blade 
and the secrets she had kept in the depths of her soul came to 
light. Unfamiliar towns, streets, rooms, countrysides unrolled 
like a film, whole reels of film, unfolding, discharging their con¬ 
tents. 

How he loved her! How beautiful she was! In exactly the way 
he had always thought and dreamed and wanted! Yet what was 
it that made her so lovely? Was it something that could be 
named and analyzed? No, a thousand times no! She was lovely 
by virtue of the matchlessly simple and swift line that the 
Creator had, at a single stroke, drawn all around her, and in 
this divine form she had been handed over, like a child tightly 
wrapped in a sheet after its bath, into the keeping of his soul. 

And what had happened to him now, where was he? In a Si¬ 
berian forest with the partisans, who were encircled and whose 
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fate he was to share. What an unbelievable, absurd predicamentl 
Once again everything in his head and before his eyes became 
confused, blurred. At that moment, instead of snowing as had 
been expected, it began to drizzle. Like a huge banner stretch¬ 
ing across a city street, there hung before him in the air, from 
one side of the forest glade to the other, a blurred, greatly 
magnified image of a single, astonishing, idolized head. The ap¬ 
parition wept, and the rain, now more intense, kissed and wa¬ 
tered it. 

“Go along now,” said the witch to Agafia. “I have charmed 
your cow, she will get well. Pray to the Mother of God, who is 
the abode of light and the book of the living word.” 


8 

There was fighting on the western border of the taiga. But the 
taiga was so immense that the battles were like border warfare 
on the edges of a great kingdom, and the camp hidden in its 
heart was so full of people that however many went away to 
fight, there seemed always to be more people left. 

The rumble of the distant battle hardly ever reached the 
camp. Suddenly, several shots rang out in the forest. They fol¬ 
lowed one another at very close intervals, and all at once turned 
into a quick, ragged fusillade. People started up and ran 
quickly to their tents or wagons, and a general commotion 
began. Everyone got ready for battle. 

It proved to be a false alarm. But then a growing crowd 
streamed toward the place where the shots had been fired. 

They stood around a bleeding stump of a man lying on the 
ground. His right arm and left leg had been chopped off. It was 
inconceivable how, with his remaining arm and leg, he had 
crawled to the camp. The chopped-off arm and leg were tied 
in terrible bleeding chunks onto his back with a small wooden 
board attached to them; a long inscription on it said, with many 
words of abuse, that the atrocity was in reprisal for similar 
atrocities perpetrated by such and such a Red unit—a unit that 
had no connection with the Forest Brotherhood. It also said that 



the same treatment would be meted out to all the partisans un¬ 
less, by a given date, they submitted and gave up their arms 
to the representatives of General Vitsyn’s army corps. 

Fainting repeatedly from loss of blood, the dying man told 
them in a faltering voice of the tortures and atrocities per¬ 
petrated by Vitsyn’s investigating and punitive squads. His own 
sentence of death had been allegedly commuted; instead of 
hanging him, they had cut off his arm and leg in order to send 
him into the camp and strike terror among the partisans. They 
had carried him as far as the outposts of the camp, where they 
had put him down and ordered him to crawl, urging him on by 
shooting into the air. 

He could barely move his lips. To make out his almost un¬ 
intelligible stammering, the crowd around him bent low. He 
was saying: “Be on your guard, comrades. He has broken 
through.” 

“Patrols have gone out in strength. There’s a big battle going 
on. We’ll hold him.” 

“There’s a gap. He wants to surprise you. I know. ... I can’t 
go on, men. I am spitting blood. I’ll die in a moment.” 

“Rest a bit. Keep quiet.—Can’t you see it’s bad for him, you 
heartless beasts!” 

The man started again: “He went to work on me, the devil. 
He said: You will bathe in your own blood until you tell me who 
you are. And how was I to tell him, a deserter is just what I am? 
I was running from him to you.” 

“You keep saying ‘he.’ Who was it that got to work on you?” 

“Let me just get my breath. . . . I’ll tell you. Hetman, Beke- 
shin. Colonel, Strese. Vitsyn’s men. You don’t know out here 
what it’s like. The whole town is groaning. They boil people 
alive. They cut strips out of them. They take you by the scruff 
of the neck and push you inside, you don’t know where you are, 
it’s pitch black. You grope about—you are in a cage, inside a 
freight car. There are more than forty people in the cage, all 
in their underclothes. From time to time they open the door 
and grab whoever comes first—out he goes. As you grab a 
chicken to cut its throat. I swear to God. Some they hang, some 
they shoot, some they question. They beat you to shreds, they 
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put salt on the wounds, they pour boiling water on you. When 
you vomit or relieve yourself they make you eat it. As for 
children and women—O Godl” 

The unfortunate was at his last gasp. He cried out and died 
without finishing the sentence. Somehow they all knew it at 
once and took off their caps and crossed themselves. 

That night, the news of a far more terrible incident flew 
around the camp. 

Pamphil had been in the crowd surrounding the dying man. 
He had seen him, heard his words, and read the threatening 
inscription on the board. 

His constant fear for his family in the event of his own death 
rose to a new climax. In his imagination he saw them handed 
over to slow torture, watched their faces distorted by pain, and 
heard their groans and cries for help. In his desperate anguish— 
to forestall their future sufferings and to end his own—he killed 
them himself, felling his wife and three children with that 
same, razor-sharp ax that he had used to carve toys for the two 
small girls and the boy, who had been his favorite. 

The astonishing thing was that he did not kill himself im¬ 
mediately afterward. What could he be thinking of? What could 
he look forward to? What intentions could he have, what plans? 
It was a clear case of insanity, and nothing could save him now. 

While Liberius, the doctor, and the members of the army 
soviet debated what to do with him, he roamed freely about the 
camp, his head hung low over his chest, his dirty-yellow eyes 
glowering unseeingly. An obtuse vague grimace of inhuman, 
unconquerable suffering never left his face. 

No one was sorry for him. Everyone avoided him. Some 
people said he should be lynched, but they were not heeded. 

There was nothing in the world left for him to do. At dawn 
he vanished from the camp, fleeing from himself like a dog with 
rabies. 


High winter came with its severe frosts. Torn, seemingly dis¬ 
connected sounds and shapes rose out of the icy mist, stood 
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still, moved, and vanished. The sun was not the sun to which 
the earth was used, it was a changeling. Its crimson ball hung 
in the forest and from it, stiffly and slowly as in a dream or in a 
fairy tale, amber-yellow rays of light as thick as honey spread 
and, catching in the trees, froze to them in midair. 

Invisible feet in felt boots, touching the ground softly with 
padded soles, yet making the snow screech angrily at each step, 
moved in all directions, while the hooded and fur-jacketed 
torsos belonging to them sailed separately through the upper 
air, like heavenly bodies. 

Friends stopped and talked, their faces close together, flushed 
as at the steam baths, with beards bristling like iced loofahs. 
Clouds of dense, clammy steam puffed out of their mouths, too 
large for the clipped, frost-bitten words they accompanied. 

Walking along the footpath, the doctor ran into Liberius. 

“Hello, stranger! Come to my dugout this evening. Spend the 
night. We’ll have a good talk. There is news.” 

“Is the courier back? Any news from Vary kino?” 

“Not a word about your people or mine. This, however, leads 
me to the comforting conclusion that they must have got away 
in time, otherwise we would be sure to have heard something. 
We’ll talk about it tonight. I’ll expect you.” 

Going into the dugout that evening, the doctor repeated his 
question: “What have you heard about our families? Just tell 
me that.” 

“You never want to see further than your nose. So far as I 
know, they are safe and sound. But the point is that the news 
is first-rate. Have some cold veal.” 

“No, thanks. Come on now, don’t change the subject.” 

“Are you sure you won’t? Well, I’ll have a bite. Though bread 
and vegetables are what we really need. There’s a lot of scurvy 
about. We should have got in more nuts and berries last 
autumn when the women were there to pick them. Well, as I 
was saying, our affairs are in excellent shape. What I’ve always 
prophesied is coming true. The worst is over. Kolchak’s forces 
are retreating all along the line. It’s a complete rout. Now do 
you see? What did I always tell you? Do you remember how 
you used to moan?” 

“When did I moan?” 
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“All the time. Especially when we were being pressed by 
Vitsyn.” 

The doctor recalled the autumn, the shooting of the rebels, 
Pamphil’s killing of his wife and children, the whole senseless 
murderous mess to which there seemed to be no end. White 
and Red atrocities rivalled each other in savagery, outrage 
breeding outrage. The smell of blood was in his nose and throat, 
it choked him, it nauseated him, it mounted to his head, it 
made his eyes swim. That wasn’t moaning, that was something 
entirely different, but how could he explain it to Liberius? 

The dugout was lit by torches made of sticks stuck into a 
metal holder. They gave off an aromatic smell of charcoal. As a 
stick burned down, the cinder dropped into a bowl of water 
standing underneath, and Liberius lit a fresh one. 

“See what I have to burn? There’s no more oil. And the wood 
is too dry, it bums too quickly. Sure you won’t have some veal? 
About the scurvy. What are you waiting for to call a staff meet¬ 
ing and give us a lecture on scurvy and the means of dealing 
with it?” 

“Stop tormenting me, for God’s sake. What exactly do you 
know about our people?” 

“I’ve told you. There is nothing certain in the report. But 
I didn’t finish telling you what I’ve learned from the latest com¬ 
muniques. The civil war is over. Kolchak’s forces are smashed. 
The main part of the Red Army is in pursuit, it is driving him 
eastward, along the railway, into the sea. Another part of it is 
hurrying over this way, and we are joining forces to mop up the 
considerable scattered numbers of Whites in the rear. The whole 
of southern Russia is clear of the enemy. Well, why aren’t you 
glad? Isn’t that enough for you?” 

“I am glad. But where are our families?” 

“Not in Varykino, and that’s a very lucky thing. Not that there 
is any confirmation of that crazy business Kamennodvorsky told 
you about—you remember that rumor last summer about mys¬ 
terious strangers raiding Varykino? I always thought it was non¬ 
sense. But the village is deserted. So it looks as if something did 
happen after all, and it’s a very good thing they got out in time, 
as they evidently did. That is what the few remaining in¬ 
habitants think, according to my source.” 



373 


“And Yuriatin? What happened there? Who is holding it?” 

‘That’s another absurdity. It can’t possibly be true.” 

"What’s that?” 

‘They say the Whites are still there, but that’s a sheer impos¬ 
sibility. I’ll prove it to you, you’ll see for yourself.” 

He put another stick in the holder and, getting out a tattered 
map and folding it so that the district he was talking about was 
on top, explained the position, pencil in hand. 

"Look. All these are sectors where the Whites have been 
thrown back—here, and here, and here, all over this region. Do 
you follow?” 

“Yes.” 

"So they can’t possibly be anywhere near Yuriatin, because 
if they were, with their communications cut, they couldn’t avoid 
being captured. Even their commanders must realize this, how¬ 
ever incompetent they may be. Why are you putting on your 
coat? Where are you going?” 

“I’ll be back in a moment. There’s a lot of smoke here, and I’ve 
got a headache. I’ll just go out for a breath of air.” 

When he was outside, the doctor swept the snow off the 
wooden block that served as a seat at the entrance to the dug- 
out and sat down, his elbows on his knees and his head propped 
on his fists. 

The taiga, the camp, his eighteen months among the partisans, 
went right out of his head. He forgot all about them. Memories 
of his dear ones filled his mind and crowded out all else. He 
tried to guess their fate, and images rose before him, each more 
frightening than the last. 

Here is Tonia walking through a field in a blizzard with Sasha 
in her arms. She keeps wrapping him up in a blanket, her feet 
sinking into the deep snow. She can barely drag along, using all 
her strength, but the blizzard knocks her down, she stumbles 
and falls and gets up, too weak to stand on her feet, the wind 
buffeting her and the snow covering her up. Oh, but he is for¬ 
getting. She has two children with her, and she nurses the little 
one. Both her hands are busy, like the fugitives at Chilimka 
who broke down and went mad with grief and strain. 

She has both her hands full and there is no one near to help 
her. Sasha’s father has vanished, no one knows where he is. He 
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is away, he has always been away, all his life he has remained 
apart from them. What kind of father is he? Is it possible for a 
real father always to be away? And what about her own father? 
Where is Alexander Alexandrovich? And Niusha? And the oth¬ 
ers? Better not ask, better not think about it. 

The doctor got up and turned to go back into the dugout. Sud¬ 
denly his thoughts took a different direction and he changed his 
mind about returning to Liberius. 

Long ago he had cached a pair of skis, a bag of biscuits, and 
other things he would need if a chance to make his escape 
should ever come. He had buried them in the snow just outside 
the camp, at the foot of a tall pine. To make doubly sure of 
finding it he had marked the tree with a notch. Now he turned 
and walked along the footpath trodden between the snowdrifts 
in the direction of his buried treasure. It was a clear night with 
a full moon. He knew where the sentries were posted and at 
first avoided them successfully. But when he came to the clear¬ 
ing with the mound and rowan tree a sentry hailed him from a 
distance, took a run on his skis, and standing straight up on 
them glided swiftly toward him. 

“Halt or I shootl Who are you? Password.” 

“What’s come over you, man? Don’t you know me? I’m the 
camp doctor, Zhivago.” 

“Sorry, Comrade Zhelvak. I didn’t recognize you, no offense 
meant. All the same, Zhelvak or not, I’m not letting you go any 
farther. Orders are orders.” 

“As you wish. The password is ‘Red Siberia,’ and the reply, 
‘Down with the Interventionists.’ ” 

“That’s better. Go ahead. What are you chasing after at this 
time of night? Anyone sick?” 

“I was thirsty and I couldn't sleep. I thought I’d go out for a 
breath of air and eat some snow. Then I saw the rowan tree 
with iced berries on it. I want to go and pick a few.” 

“If that isn’t just like a gentleman’s notion! Who’s ever heard 
of picking berries in winter! Three years we’ve been beating the 
nonsense out of you others but you’re still the same. All right, 
go and pick your berries, you lunatic. What do I care.” 

And as swiftly as he had come, the sentry took a run, stood 
straight up on his long skis, and whistled over the untrodden 
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snow into the distance beyond the bare winter shrubs as thin 
as thinning hair. 

The footpath brought the doctor to the foot of the rowan tree, 
whose name he had just spoken. It was half in snow, half in 
frozen leaves and berries, and it held out two white branches to¬ 
ward him. He remembered Lara’s strong white arms and seized 
the branches and pulled them to him. As if in answer, the tree 
shook snow all over him. He muttered without realizing what 
he was saying, and completely beside himself: “I’ll find you, my 
beauty, my love, my rowan tree, my own flesh and blood.” 

It was a clear night with a full moon. He made his way farther 
into the taiga, to the marked tree, unearthed his things, and left 
the camp. 



CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


OPPOSITE THE HOUSE OF SCULPTURES 


l 

Merchant Street rambled crookedly downhill, overlooked by the 
houses and churches of the upper part of Yuriatin. 

At the corner there was the dark gray house with sculptures. 
The huge square stones of the lower part of its facade were 
covered with freshly posted sheets of government newspapers 
and proclamations. Small groups of people stood on the side¬ 
walk, reading in silence. 

After the recent thaw it was dry and frosty. Now it was light 
at a time of day when only a few weeks before it had been dark. 
The winter had just gone, and the emptiness it had left was 
filled by the light that lingered on into the evenings. The light 
made one restless, it was like a call from afar that was disturbing, 
it put one on one’s guard. 

The Whites had recently left the town, surrendering it to 
the Reds. The bombardment, bloodshed, and wartime anxieties 
had ceased. This too was disturbing, and put one on one’s 
guard, like the going of the winter and the lengthening of the 
spring days. 

One of the proclamations pasted on the wall and still readable 
by the light of the longer day announced: 

“Workbooks are obtainable by those qualified at the cost of 
50 rubles each, at the Food Office, Yuriatin Soviet, 5 October 
Street (formerly Governor Street), Room 137. 

“Anyone without a workbook, or filling it in incorrectly, or 
(still worse) fraudulently, will be prosecuted with the utmost 
rigor of the wartime regulations. Detailed instructions for the 
correct use of workbooks are printed in I.N.I.K. No. 86 (1013) 
376 
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for the current year and are posted at the Yuriatin Food 
Office, Room 137.” 

Another proclamation stated that the town had ample food 
supplies. These, it said, were merely being hoarded by the 
bourgeoisie with the object of disorganizing distribution and 
creating chaos. It ended with the words: 

“Anyone found hoarding food will be shot on the spot.” 

A third announcement read: 

“Those who do not belong to the exploiting class are admitted 
to membership in Consumer Associations. Details are obtainable 
at the Food Office, Yuriatin Soviet, 5 October Street (formerly 
Governor Street), Room 137.” 

Former members of the military were warned: 

“Anyone who fails to surrender his arms or who continues 
carrying them without having the appropriate new permit will 
be prosecuted with the utmost severity of the law. New permits 
are obtainable at the Office of the Yuriatin Revolutionary- 
Military Committee, 6 October Street, Room 63.” 


2 

The group in front of the building was joined by a wild-looking, 
emaciated man, black with grime, with a bag flung over his 
shoulder, and carrying a stick. There was not yet any white in 
his long, shaggy hair, but his bristly, dark-blond beard was gray¬ 
ing. This was Yurii Andreievich. His fur coat must have been 
taken from him on the road or perhaps he had bartered it 
for food. His thin, tattered, short-sleeved coat, which did not 
keep him warm, was the result of an exchange. 

All he had left in his bag was the remnant of a crust of bread 
that someone had given him out of charity, in a village near the 
town, and a piece of suet. He had reached Yuriatin somewhat 
earlier, but it had taken him a whole hour to trudge from the out¬ 
skirts through which the railway ran to this corner of Merchant 
Street, so great was his weakness and so much had the last few 
days of the journey exhausted him. He had often stopped, and he 
had barely restrained an impulse to fall to his knees and kiss the 
stones of the town, which he had despaired of ever seeing 
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again, and the sight of which filled him with happiness, like the 

sight of a friend. 

For almost half his journey on foot he had followed the rail¬ 
way track. All of it was out of use, neglected and covered with 
snow. He had passed train after train abandoned by the Whites; 
they stood idle, stopped by the defeat of Kolchak, by lack of 
fuel, and by snowdrifts. Immobilized and buried in the snow, 
they stretched almost uninterruptedly for miles on end. Some 
of them served as strongholds for armed bands of highwaymen 
or as hideouts for escaping criminals or political fugitives—the 
involuntary vagrants of those days—but most of them had be¬ 
come mortuaries and mass graves for the victims of the cold and 
of the typhus raging all along the line and mowing down whole 
villages. 

That period confirmed the ancient proverb, “Man is a wolf to 
man.” Traveller turned off the road at the sight of traveller, 
stranger meeting stranger killed for fear of being killed. There 
were isolated cases of cannibalism. The laws of human civiliza¬ 
tion were suspended. The jungle law was in force. Man dreamed 
the prehistoric dreams of the cave dweller. 

Every now and then Yurii Andreievich would see lonely 
shadows stealing along the ditch or scurrying across the road 
ahead of him. He avoided them carefully whenever he could, 
but many of them seemed familiar. He imagined that he had 
seen them all at the partisan camp. In most cases he was mis¬ 
taken, but once his eyes did not deceive him. The boy who 
darted out of a snowdrift that concealed a train of wagons-lits, 
relieved himself, and darted back had indeed been a member 
of the Forest Brotherhood. It was Terentii Galuzin, who was 
believed to have been shot dead. In reality he had only been 
wounded and had lost consciousness. When he came to he had 
crawled away from the place of execution, hidden in the forest 
until he recovered from his wounds, and was now making 
his way home to Krestovozdvizhensk under an assumed name, 
hiding in the buried trains and running at the sight of human 
beings. 

These scenes and incidents had the strangeness of the tran¬ 
scendental, as if they were snatches torn from lives on other 
planets that had somehow drifted to the earth. Only nature had 



OPPOSITE THE HOUSE OF SCULPTURES 379 


remained true to history and appeared in the guise it assumed 
in modem art. 

Now and then there was a quiet, pale gray, dark rose evening, 
with birches, black and fine as script against the afterglow, and 
black streams faintly clouded over with gray ice flowing between 
steep white banks of snow blackened at the edges where the 
running water had eroded them. Such, in an hour or two, 
would be the evening in Yuriatin: frosty, gray, transparent, and 
as soft as pussy willows. 

The doctor meant to read the notices posted on the house 
of sculptures, but his eyes kept wandering to the third-floor 
windows of the house across the street. These were the windows 
of the rooms in which the furniture left by the previous occupants 
had been stored. Now, although the frost had filmed them at the 
edges, it was clear that the glass was transparent; the white¬ 
wash had evidently been removed. What did this mean? Had 
the former occupants returned? Or had Lara moved out and 
new tenants moved in, rearranging everything? 

The uncertainty was unbearable. The doctor crossed the street, 
went in, and climbed the front staircase he knew so well and 
which was so dear to him. How often at the camp he had re¬ 
called the openwork pattern of the cast-iron steps down to the 
last scroll. In one place you could look through into the lumber 
room in the basement where broken chairs and old pails and tin 
tubs had been stacked. They were still there; nothing had 
changed. The doctor was almost grateful to the staircase for its 
loyalty to the past. 

There had been a doorbell once, but it had broken and 
stopped ringing even before the doctor had been captured by 
the partisans. He was about to knock when he noticed that there 
was now a padlock on the door, hanging from two rings roughly 
screwed into the old oak panels with their fine carving, which in 
places had come away. Such destructiveness would have been 
inconceivable in the old days. There would have been a fitted 
lock, and if it had been out of order there were locksmiths to re¬ 
pair it. This trifling detail was eloquent of the general deteriora¬ 
tion of things, which had gone a great deal further in his 
absence. 

The doctor was sure that Lara and Katenka were not at home. 
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Perhaps they were not even in Yuriatin, and perhaps they were 
not even alive. He was prepared for the worst. It was only in 
order not to leave a stone unturned that he decided to look for 
the key in the hollow between the bricks, where a rat had so 
greatly frightened Katenka. He kicked at the wall, to make sure 
of not putting his hand on one now. He had not the slightest 
hope of finding anything. The hollow was closed by a brick. He 
removed it and felt inside. Oh, miracle! A key and a note! It was 
a long note covering a large sheet of paper. He took it to the 
window on the landing. Another miracle, even more unbelieva¬ 
ble! The note was addressed to him! He read it quickly: 

“Lord, what happiness! They say you are alive and have 
turned up. Someone saw you near the town and rushed over to 
tell me. I take it you’ll go straight to Varykino, so I’m going 
there with Katenka. But just in case, I’m leaving the key in the 
usual place. Wait for me, don’t move. You’ll see I am using the 
front rooms now. The flat is rather empty, I’ve had to sell some 
of the furniture. I’ve left a little food, boiled potatoes mostly. 
Put the lid back on the saucepan with a weight on it, to keep 
the rats out. I’m mad with joy.” 

He read to the bottom of the page, and did not notice that the 
letter continued on the back. He pressed it to his lips, folded it, 
and put it into his pocket with the key. Mixed with his immense 
joy, he felt a sharp, stabbing pain. Since Lara was going to Vary¬ 
kino, and not even bothering to explain, it must be that his 
family were not there. He felt not only anxious because of this, 
but unbearably aggrieved and sad about them. Why hadn’t she 
said a single word of how and where they were?—as if they 
didn’t exist at all! 

But it was getting darker, and he had still many things to do 
while it was light. One of the most urgent was to read the texts 
of the decrees posted in the street. It was no trifling matter in 
those days to be ignorant of the regulations; it might cost you 
your life. Without going into the flat or taking off his bag, he went 
down and crossed the street, to the wall thickly covered with 
various announcements. 
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There were newspaper articles, texts of speeches at meetings, 
and decrees. Yurii Andreievich glanced at the headings. “Req¬ 
uisitioning, assessment, and taxation of members of the proper¬ 
tied classes.” “Establishment of workers’ control.” “Factory and 
plant committees.” These were the regulations the new authori¬ 
ties had issued on entering the town in place of those that had 
been in force. No doubt, Yurii Andreievich thought, they were 
intended as a reminder of the uncompromising nature of the 
new regime, in case it had been forgotten under the Whites. 
But these monotonous, endless repetitions made his head go 
around. What period did they belong to? That of the first up¬ 
heaval, or of some later re-establishment of the regime after a 
White rebellion? Had they been composed last year? The year 
before? Only once in his life had this uncompromising language 
and single-mindedness filled him with enthusiasm. Was it pos¬ 
sible that he must pay for that rash enthusiasm all his life by 
never hearing, year after year, anything but these unchanging, 
shrill, crazy exclamations and demands, which became pro¬ 
gressively more impractical, meaningless, and unfulfillable as 
time went by? Was it possible that because of one moment of 
overgenerous response he had been enslaved forever? 

His eyes lit on a fragment of a speech: 

“The reports on the famine disclose the unbelievable inactivity 
of the local organizations. There are glaring abuses, there is 
speculation on a gigantic scale, but what are our regional and 
municipal factory committees doing? Only mass searches in the 
commercial districts of Yuriatin and Razvilie, only ten or applied 
in all its harshness, down to the shooting of speculators on the 
spot, can deliver us from famine.” 

“What an enviable blindness!” thought the doctor. “To be 
able to talk of bread when it has long since vanished from the 
face of the earth! Of propertied classes and speculators when 
they have long since been abolished by earlier decrees! Of 
peasants and villages that no longer exist! Don’t they remember 
their own plans and measures, which long since turned life up¬ 
side down? What kind of people are they, to go on raving with 
this never-cooling, feverish ardor, year in, year out, on nonex- 
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istent, long-vanished subjects, and to know nothing, to see 
nothing around them?” 

The doctor’s head was spinning. He fainted and fell down un¬ 
conscious on the sidewalk. When he came to and people helped 
him to get up and offered to take him where he wished to go, 
he thanked them and refused, saying he had only to cross the 
street. 


4 

He went up again, and this time he unlocked the door of 
Lara’s flat. It was still light on the landing, no darker than 
before he had gone out. He was glad that the sun was not hurry¬ 
ing him. 

The creaking of the door touched off a commotion inside. 
The uninhabited flat greeted him with the clang and rattle of 
falling tin pans. Rats, scuttling off the shelves, plopped onto the 
floor and scattered. They must have bred here by the thousands. 
The doctor felt sick and helpless to deal with this abomination 
and decided to barricade himself for the night in one room with 
a closely fitting door, where he could stop the ratholes with 
broken glass. 

He turned left to the part of the flat that he did not know, 
crossed a dark passage, and came into a light room with two 
windows facing the street. Directly opposite the window was 
the gray building with the statues; groups of people stood with 
their back to him, reading the announcements. 

The light in the room was of the same quality as outside, it 
was the same new, fresh evening light of early spring. This 
seemed to make the room a part of the street; the only difference 
was that Lara’s bedroom, where he was standing, was colder 
than the street. 

His sudden weakness earlier that afternoon as he approached 
the town and walked through it an hour or two ago had made 
Yurii Andreievich think that he was ill, and had filled him with 
fears. Now, the sameness of the light in the house and in 
the street exhilarated him. Bathed in the same chilled air as the 
passers-by, he felt a kinship with them, an identity with the 
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mood of the town, with life in the world. This dispelled his fears. 
He no longer thought he would be ill. The transparency of the 
spring evening, the all-penetrating light were a good omen, 
a promise of generous fulfillment of distant and far-reaching 
hopes. All would be well, he would achieve all he wanted in 
life, he would find and reunite and reconcile them all, he would 
think everything out and find all the right words. He waited 
for the joy of seeing Lara as an immediate proof that all the rest 
would follow. 

A wild excitement and an uncontrollable restlessness sup¬ 
planted his earlier fatigue. In reality this animation was an even 
surer symptom of approaching illness than his recent weakness. 
Yurii Andreievich could not sit still. Once again he felt the urge 
to go out. 

He wanted, before he settled down, to have a haircut and get 
rid of his beard. He had looked for a barber earlier, on his way 
through town. But some of the barbershops he had known be¬ 
fore stood empty, others had changed hands and were used for 
other purposes, and those still in business were locked. He had 
no razor of his own. Scissors would have done the job, but 
though he turned everything upside down on Lara’s dressing 
table, in his haste he did not find any. 

Now it occurred to him that there had once been a tailor’s 
workshop in Spassky Street; if it still existed and he got to it 
before closing time, he might borrow a pair of scissors. He 
walked out. 


5 

His memory had not failed him. The workshop was still there, 
with its entrance from the street and a window running the 
width of the front. The seamstresses worked in full view of the 
passers-by. You could see right into the back of the room. 

It was packed with sewing women. In addition to the seam¬ 
stresses there were probably aging local ladies who knew how to 
sew and had obtained jobs in order to become entitled to the 
workbooks mentioned in the proclamation on the wall of the 
gray building. 
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It was easy to tell them from the professionals. The work¬ 
shop made nothing but army clothes, padded trousers and 
jackets and parti-colored fur coats, made of the skins of dogs of 
different breeds, such as Yurii Andreievich had seen on the 
partisans. This work, more suitable for furriers, was particularly 
hard on the amateurs, whose fingers looked all thumbs as they 
pushed the stiffly folded hems through the sewing machines. 

Yurii Andreievich knocked on the window and made signs 
that he wished to be let in. The women replied by signs that no 
private orders were accepted. He persisted. The women mo¬ 
tioned him to go away and leave them alone, they had urgent 
work to do. One of them made a puzzled face, held up her hand, 
palm out, like a little boat, in a gesture of annoyance, and 
questioned with her eyes what on earth he wanted. He snipped 
two fingers like scissor blades. This was not understood. They 
decided it was some impertinence, that he was mimicking 
them and making fun of them. Standing out there, torn and 
tattered and behaving so oddly, he looked like madman. The 
girls giggled and waved him on. At last he thought of going 
around the house, through the yard, and knocking on the back 
door. 


6 

It was opened by a dark, elderly, stern woman in a dark dress 
who might have been the head seamstress. 

“What a pest you are. Can’t you leave us alone? Well, get on 
with it, what is it you want?’’ 

“I want scissors. Don’t be so surprised. I’d like to borrow a pair 
of scissors to cut my hair and my beard. I could do it here and 
give them back to you at once, it wouldn’t take a minute. I’d 
be terribly grateful.” 

The woman looked astonished and mistrustful. She clearly 
doubted his sanity. 

“I’ve just arrived from a long journey. I wanted to get a hair¬ 
cut but there isn’t a single barbershop open. So I thought I’d do 
it myself, but I haven’t any scissors. Would you kindly lend me 
some?” 
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“All right. I’ll give you a haircut. But I warn you. If you’ve 
got something else in mind—any tricks such as changing your 
appearance to disguise yourself for political reasons—don’t blame 
us if we report you. We are not risking our lives for you.” 

“For heaven’s sakel What an idea!” 

She let him in and took him into a side room little bigger than 
a closet; next moment he was sitting in a chair with a sheet 
wrapped around him and tucked under his chin as at the bar¬ 
ber’s. The seamstress went out of the room and came back with 
a pair of scissors, a comb, clippers, a strap, and a razor. 

“I’ve done every kind of job in my life,” she explained, noticing 
her client’s astonishment. “At one time I was a hairdresser. I 
learned haircutting and shaving when I was a nurse in the other 
war. Now we’ll snip off that beard and then we’ll have a shave.” 

“Could you cut my hair very short, please?” 

“I’ll do my best. Why are you pretending to be so ignorant, 
an educated man like you? As if you didn’t know that we now 
count time by the decade and not by the week, and today is the 
seventeenth of the month and the barbers have their day off 
on every date with a seven in it.” 

“Honestly I didn’t know. I’ve told you, I’ve just come from a 
long way off. Why should I pretend anything?” 

“Don’t fidget or you’ll get cut. So you’ve just arrived. How 
did you come?” 

“On my feet.” 

“Along the highway?” 

“Partly that, partly along the railway track. I don’t know how 
many trains I’ve seen, all buried in the snow. Luxury trains, 
special trains, every kind of train you can think of.” 

“There, just this little bit to snip off and it’s finished. Family 
business?” 

“Heavens, no! I worked for a former union of credit co-opera¬ 
tives as their travelling inspector. They sent me on an inspection 
tour to eastern Siberia and there I got stuck. No chance of a 
train, as you know. There was nothing for it but to walk. Six 
weeks, it took me. I can’t begin to tell you all I’ve seen on the 
way.” 

“If I were you, I wouldn’t begin. I see I’ll have to teach you 
a thing or two. Have a look at yourself first. Here’s a mirror. Get 



your hand out from under the sheet and hold it. All right?” 

“I don’t think it’s quite short enough. Couldn’t you take off 
a bit more?” 

“It won’t stay tidy if it’s any shorter. As I was saying, don’t 
start telling anything at all. It’s better to keep your mouth 
shut. Credit co-operatives, luxury trains, inspection tours—forget 
all about such things. It isn’t the moment for them. You could 
get into no end of trouble. Better pretend you are a doctor or a 
schoolteacher. There now—beard cut off, now we’ll shave it 
clean. Just a spot of lather and you’ll be ten years younger. I’ll 
go and boil the kettle.” 

“Whoever can she be?” Yurii Andreievich wondered. He had a 
feeling he had some connection with her—something he had 
seen or heard, someone she reminded him of—but he could not 
think who it was. 

She came back with the hot water. 

“Now we’ll have a shave. As I was telling you, it’s much better 
not to say a word. Speech is of silver, silence is gold. That has 
always been true. And your special trains and credit co-opera¬ 
tives—better think of something else, say you are a doctor or a 
teacher. As for seeing sights, keep that to yourself. Whom are 
you going to impress these days? Am I hurting you?” 

“A little.” 

“It scrapes a bit, I know, it can’t be helped. Just a little bit of 
patience, my dear man. Your skin isn’t used to the razor and 
your beard is very coarse. It won’t take a minute. Yes. There’s 
nothing people haven’t seen. They’ve been through everything. 
We’ve had our troubles, too. The things that went on under the 
Whites! Murder, rape, abduction, man hunts. There was one 
little lordling who took a dislike to an ensign. He sent soldiers 
to ambush him in a wood outside the town, near Krapulsky’s 
house. They got him and disarmed him and took him under 
guard to Razvilie. In those days Razvilie was the same as the re¬ 
gional Cheka is nowadays—a place of execution. Why are you 
jerking your head like that? It scrapes, does it? I know, my 
dear, I know. It can’t be helped. Your hair is just like bristles. 
There’s just this one tough place. Well, the ensign’s wife was 
in hysterics. ‘Kolia! Kolia! What will become of my Kolia!’ Off 
she went, straight to the top, to General Galiullin. That’s in a 
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manner of speaking, of course. She couldn’t get straight to him. 
You had to pull strings. There was somebody in the next 
street over there who knew how to reach him, an exceptionally 
kind person, very sensitive, not like anyone else, always stood 
up for people. You can’t think what went on all over the place, 
lynchings, atrocities, dramas of jealousy. Just as in Spanish 
novels.” 

“That’s Lara she’s talking about,” thought Yurii Andreievich. 
But he kept prudently silent and did not ask for details. Her 
absurd remark about the Spanish novels again oddly reminded 
him of something—precisely by its absurdity and irrelevance— 
but he still couldn’t think what it was. 

“Now, of course, it’s all quite different. Admittedly there’s 
any amount of investigations, informing, shooting, and so on. 
But the idea is quite different. To begin with, it’s a new 
government, it’s only just come into power, it hasn’t got into its 
stride yet. And then, whatever you say, they are on the side of 
the common people, that’s their strength. In our family we are 
four sisters, counting myself, all working women. It’s natural 
that we should be drawn to them. One sister died. Her husband 
was a political exile, worked as manager at one of the local 
factories. Their son—my nephew, that is—he’s at the head of the 
peasant forces—he’s quite a celebrity.” 

“So that’s who she is,” Yurii Andreievich realized. “Liberius’s 
aunt, Mikulitsyn’s sister-in-law, the one who is a local legend, 
barber—seamstress—signal woman—Jack of all trades!” But he 
decided to say nothing so as not to give himself away. 

“My nephew was always drawn to the people, ever since his 
childhood. He grew up among the workers at the factory. Per¬ 
haps you’ve heard of the Varykino factories? Now look at what 
I’ve done, fool that I am. Half your chin is smooth and the other 
half is bristly. That’s what comes of talking. Why didn’t you 
stop me? Now the lather’s dry and the water is cold. I’ll go and 
warm it up.” 

When she came back, Yurii Andreievich asked: “Varykino, 
that’s somewhere miles out in the country, isn’t it? That should 
have been safe enough in all these upheavals.” 

“Well, it wasn’t exactly safe. They had it worse than we did 
in some ways. They had some sort of armed bands out there, 
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nobody quite knows what they were. They didn’t speak our 
language. They went through the place, house by house, shot 
everyone they found and went off again, without a by-your- 
leave. The corpses just stayed in the snow. That was in the 
winter, of course. Do stop jerking your head, I nearly cut you.” 

“You were saying your brother-in-law lived in Varykino. Was 
he there when all this happened?” 

“No. God is merciful. He and his wife got out in time—that’s 
his second wife. Where they are, nobody knows, but it’s certain 
that they escaped. There were some new people there as well, 
strangers from Moscow. They left even earlier. The younger of 
the two men, a doctor, the head of the family, he’s missing. That’s 
in a manner of speaking, of course; it was called ‘missing’ to 
spare their feelings. Actually he must be dead—sure to have 
been killed. They kept looking and looking for him, but he never 
turned up. In the meantime the other one, the older of the two, 
he was called back home. A professor he was, an agronomist. 
The government called him back, I was told. They all stopped 
in Yuriatin on their way to Moscow, just before the Whites came 
back. Now you’re at it again, twisting and jerking. You really 
make me cut your throat. You get your money’s worth out of 
your barber, my dear man.” 

So they were in Moscowl 


7 

“In Moscowl In Moscow!” The words echoed in his heart at 
every step of the cast-iron stairs, as he climbed them for the 
third time. The empty flat again met him with the hellish din of 
scampering, flopping, racing rats. It was clear to Yurii Andreie- 
vich that, however tired he was, he would never get to sleep 
unless he could keep this abomination away from him. The first 
thing before settling down for the night was to stop the ratholes. 
Fortunately, there were fewer of them in the bedroom than in the 
rest of the flat, where the floor boards and skirtings were in a 
worse state. But he had to hurry. It was getting dark. It was 
true that a lamp stood on the kitchen table—perhaps in expecta¬ 
tion of his coming it had been taken down from its bracket 
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and half filled with kerosene, and a match box with a few 
matches in it had been left out. But it was better to save both 
the matches and the kerosene. In the bedroom he found a small 
oil lamp; the rats had been at the oil but a little was left. 

In some places the skirting had come away from the floor. It 
took him a little over an hour to pack the cracks with broken 
glass. The door fitted well, and once it was closed the bedroom 
should be ratproof. 

There was a Dutch stove in a corner of the room, with a tiled 
cornice not quite reaching the ceiling. In the kitchen there was 
a stack of logs. Yurii Andreievich decided to rob Lara of a 
couple of armfuls and, getting down on one knee, he gathered 
them up and balanced them on his left arm. Carrying them into 
the bedroom, he stacked them near the stove and had a look 
inside to see how it worked and in what condition it was. He 
had meant to lock the door but the latch was broken; he wedged 
it firmly with paper; then he laid the fire at his leisure and lit it. 

As he put in more logs, he noticed that the cross section of one 
of them was marked with the letters “K.D.” He recognized 
them with surprise. In the old Krueger days when timber re¬ 
jected by the factories was sold for fuel, the boles were stamped 
before they were cut up into sections to show where they came 
from. “K.D.” stood for Kulabish Division in Varykino. 

The discovery upset him. These logs in Lara’s house must 
mean that she was in touch with Samdeviatov and that he 
provided for her as he had once supplied the doctor and his 
household with all their needs. He had always found it irk¬ 
some to accept his help. Now his embarrassment at being in his 
debt was complicated by other feelings. 

It was hardly likely that Samdeviatov helped Lara out of 
sheer goodness of heart. He thought of Samdeviatov’s free and 
easy ways and of Lara’s rashness as a woman. There must surely 
be something between them. 

The dry Kulabish logs crackled merrily and stormed into a 
blaze, and, as they caught, Yurii Andreievich’s blind jealousy 
turned from the merest suppositions into certainty. 

But so tormented was he on every side that one anxiety drove 
out another. He could not get rid of his suspicions, but his mind 
leapt from subject to subject, and the thought of his family, 
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flooding it again, submerged for a time his jealous fantasies. 

“So you are in Moscow, my dear ones?” It seemed to him now 
that the seamstress had given him an assurance of their safe 
arrival. “So you made all that long journey once again, and this 
time without me. How did you manage on the way? Why was 
Alexander Alexandrovich called back? Was it to return to his 
chair at the Academy? How did you find the house? How silly 
of me! I don’t even know whether the house is still standing. Lord, 
how hard and painful it all is! If only I could stop thinking. I 
can’t think straight. What’s the matter with me, Tonia? I think 
I’m ill. What will become of us? What will become of you, Tonia, 
Tonia darling, Tonia? And Sashenka? And Alexander Alexan¬ 
drovich? And myself? Why hast Thou cast me off? O Light ever¬ 
lasting! Why are we always separated, my dear ones? Why are 
you always being swept away from me? But we’ll be together 
again, we’ll be reunited, won’t we, darling? I’ll find you, even if 
I have to walk all the way to get to you. We’ll see each other, 
we’ll be together, we’ll be all right again, won’t we? 

“Why doesn’t the earth swallow me up, why am I such a 
monster that I keep forgetting that Tonia was to have another 
child, and that she has surely had it? This isn’t the first time I’ve 
forgotten it. How did she get through her confinement? To 
think that they all stopped in Yuriatin on their way to Moscow! 
It’s true that Lara didn’t know them, but here is a complete 
stranger, a seamstress, a hairdresser who has heard all about them, 
and Lara says nothing about them in her note. How could she 
be so careless, so indifferent? It’s as strange as her saying nothing 
about knowing Samdeviatov.” 

Yurii Andreievich now looked around the room with a new 
discernment. All its furnishings belonged to the unknown tenants 
who had long been absent and in hiding. There was nothing of 
Lara’s among them, and they could tell him nothing of her 
tastes. The photographs on the walls were of strangers. How¬ 
ever that might be, he suddenly felt uncomfortable under the 
eyes of all these men and women. The clumsy furniture breathed 
hostility. He felt alien and unwanted in this bedroom. 

What a fool he had been to keep remembering this house 
and missing it, what a fool to have come into this room not as into 
an ordinary room but as if into the heart of his longing for Lara! 
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How silly his way of feeling would seem to anyone outside! 
How different was the way strong, practical, efficient, hand¬ 
some males, such as Samdeviatov, lived and spoke and acted! 
And why should Lara be expected to prefer his weakness 
and the dark, obscure, unrealistic language of his love? Did she 
need this confusion? Did she herself want to be what she was 
to him? 

And what was she to him, as he had just put it? Oh, that 
question he could always answer. 

A spring evening. The air punctuated with scattered sounds. 
The voices of children playing in the streets coming from vary¬ 
ing distances as if to show that the whole expanse is alive. And 
this vast expanse is Russia, his incomparable mother; famed far 
and wide, martyred, stubborn, extravagant, crazy, irresponsible, 
adored, Russia with her eternally splendid, and disastrous, and 
unpredictable adventures. Oh, how sweet to be alive! How 
good to be alive and to love life! Oh, the ever-present longing to 
thank life, thank existence itself, to thank them as one being to 
another being. 

This was exactly what Lara was. You could not communicate 
with life and existence, but she was their representative, their 
expression, in her the inarticulate principle of existence became 
sensitive and capable of speech. 

And all that he had just reproached her with in a moment of 
doubt was untrue, a thousand times untrue! Everything about 
her was perfect, flawless. 

Tears of admiration and repentance filled his eyes. Opening 
the stove door, he poked the fire; he pushed the logs that were 
ablaze and had turned into pure heat to the back and brought 
forward into the draft those that were less incandescent. Leaving 
the door open, he sat before the open flames, delighting in the 
play of light and the warmth on his face and hands. The warmth 
and light brought him completely to his senses. He missed Lara 
unbearably and he longed for something that could bring 
him into touch with her at that very moment. 

He drew her crumpled letter from his pocket. It was folded 
so that the back of the page he had read earlier was outside, 
and now he saw that there was something written on it. Smooth¬ 
ing it out, he read it by the dancing firelight: 
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“You surely know what’s happened to your family. They are 
in Moscow. Tonia has had a little girl.” After that several lines 
were crossed out, then: “I’ve crossed it out because it’s silly to 
write about it. We’ll talk our fill when we meet. I’m rushing out, 
I must get hold of a horse. I don’t know what I’ll do if I can’t. 
It’s so difficult with Katenka. . . .” The rest of the sentence was 
smudged and illegible. 

“She got the horse from Samdeviatov,” Yurii Andreievich re¬ 
flected calmly. “If she had anything to conceal, she wouldn’t 
have mentioned it.” 


When the stove was hot Yurii Andreievich closed the flue and 
had something to eat. After that he felt so sleepy that he lay 
down on the sofa without undressing and at once fell fast 
asleep. The loud, insolent noise of the rats behind the walls and 
the door did not reach him. He had two bad dreams, one after 
the other. 

He was in Moscow in a room with a glass door. The door was 
locked. For greater safety he was keeping hold of it by the 
handle and pulling it toward himself. From the other side, 
his little boy, Sashenka, dressed in a sailor suit and cap, was 
knocking, crying and begging to be let in. Behind the child, 
splashing him and the door with its spray, there was a waterfall. 
It was making a tremendous noise. Either the water was pouring 
from a burst pipe (a usual occurrence in those days) or else 
the door was a barrier against some wild countryside, a moun¬ 
tain gorge filled with the sound of its raging torrent and the 
millennial cold and darkness of its caves. 

The noise of the tumbling water terrified the boy. It drowned 
his cries, but Yurii Andreievich could see him trying, over and 
over again, to form the word “Daddy” with his lips. 

Heartbroken, Yurii Andreievich longed with all his being to 
take the boy in his arms, press him to his chest, and run away 
with him as fast as his feet would carry him. 

Yet, with tears pouring down his face he kept hold of the 
handle of the locked door, shutting out the child, sacrificing 
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him to a false notion of honor, in the name of his alleged duty to 
another woman, who was not the child’s mother and who might 
at any moment come into the room from another door. 

He woke up drenched in sweat and tears. “I’ve got a fever, I 
am sick,” he thought. “This isn’t typhus. This is some sort of ex¬ 
haustion that is taking the form of a dangerous illness—an ill¬ 
ness with a crisis, it will be just like any serious infection, and the 
only question is which is going to win, life or death. But I’m too 
sleepy to think.” He dropped off to sleep again. 

He dreamed of a dark winter morning in a bustling Moscow 
street. Judging by the early morning traffic, the trolleys ringing 
their bells, and the yellow pools of lamplight on the gray snow- 
covered street, it was before the revolution. 

He dreamed of a big apartment with many windows, all on the 
same side of the house, probably no higher than the third story, 
with drawn curtains reaching to the floor. 

Inside, people were lying about asleep in their clothes like 
travellers, and the rooms were untidy like a railway car, with 
half-eaten legs and wings of roast chicken and other remnants 
of food scattered about on greasy bits of newspaper. The shoes 
that the many friends, relatives, callers, and homeless people, all 
sheltering in the apartment, had removed for the night, were 
standing in pairs on the floor. The hostess, Lara, in a dressing 
gown tied hastily around her waist, moved swiftly and silently 
from room to room, hurrying about her chores, and he was fol¬ 
lowing her step by step, muttering clumsy irrelevant explana¬ 
tions and generally making a nuisance of himself. But she no 
longer had a moment to give him and took no notice of his mut- 
terings except for turning to him now and then with a tranquil, 
puzzled look or bursting into her inimitable, candid, silvery 
laughter. This was the only form of intimacy that remained be¬ 
tween them. And how distant, cold, and compellingly attractive 
was this woman to whom he had sacrificed all he had, whom he 
had preferred to everything, and in comparison with whom 
everything seemed to him worthless! 
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It was not he but something greater than himself that wept and 
sobbed in him, and shone in the darkness with bright, phospho¬ 
rescent words. And with weeping soul, he too wept. He felt pity 
for himself. 

“I am ill,” he realized in intervals of clarity between sleep, 
and delirium, and unconsciousness. “I must have some form of 
typhus that isn’t described in textbooks, that we didn’t study at 
school. I ought to get myself something to eat or I’ll die of starva¬ 
tion.” 

But the moment he tried to raise himself on his elbow he 
found that he was incapable of moving, and fainted or fell 
asleep. 

“How long have I been lying here?” he wondered during one 
such interval of clarity. “How many hours? How many days? 
When I lay down it was early spring. But now the windows are 
so thick with hoarfrost that the room is dark.” 

In the kitchen, rats were rattling the plates, scurrying up the 
walls, and heavily flopping down and squealing in their dis¬ 
gusting contralto voices. 

And he again fell asleep, and on awakening discovered that 
the snowy windows had filled with a pink light, glowing like 
red wine in crystal glasses. And he wondered whether it was 
dawn or dusk. 

Once he thought he heard voices near him and was terrified, 
imagining that he was going mad. Crying with self-pity, he 
complained in a soundless whisper that Heaven had abandoned 
him. “Why hast Thou cast me off, O Light everlasting, and cast 
me down into the darkness of hell?” 

Suddenly he realized that he was not delirious, that he no 
longer had his clothes on, that he had been washed and was 
in a clean shirt, lying not on the sofa but in a freshly made bed, 
and that sitting beside him, leaning over him, her hair mingling 
with his and her tears falling with his own, was Lara. He fainted 
with joy. 
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He had complained that Heaven had cast him off, but now 
the whole breadth of heaven leaned low over his bed, holding 
out two strong, white, woman’s arms to him. His head swimming 
with joy, he fell into a bottomless depth of bliss as one who 
drops unconscious. 

All his life he had been active, doing things about the house, 
looking after patients, thinking, studying, writing. How good it 
was to stop doing, struggling, thinking, to leave it all for a time 
to nature, to become her thing, her concern, the work of her 
merciful, wonderful, beauty-lavishing hands. 

His recovery was rapid. Lara fed him, nursed him, sur¬ 
rounded him with her care, and her dazzling loveliness, her 
questions and answers, whispered in a warm, gentle voice, were 
always present. 

Their subdued conversations, however casual, were as full of 
meaning as the dialogues of Plato. 

Even more than by what they had in common, they were 
united by what separated them from the rest of the world. They 
were both equally repelled by what was tragically typical of 
modern man, his textbook admirations, his shrill enthusiasms, 
and the deadly dullness conscientiously preached and practiced 
by countless workers in the field of art and science in order 
that genius should remain a great rarity. 

Their love was great. Most people experience love without 
becoming aware of the extraordinary nature of this emotion. 
But to them—and this made them exceptional—the moments 
when passion visited their doomed human existence like a breath 
of eternity were moments of revelation, of continually new dis¬ 
coveries about themselves and life. 


11 

“Of course you must go back to your family. I won’t keep you a 
day more than necessary. But just look at what is going on. 
As soon as we became part of Soviet Russia we were sucked into 
its ruin. To keep going, they take everything from us. You have 
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no idea of how much Yuriatin has changed while you were ill. 
Our supplies are sent to Moscow—for them it’s a drop in the 
ocean, all these shipments simply vanish down a bottomless pit 
—and in the meantime nothing is left to us. There are no mails, 
there is no passenger service, all the trains are used for bread. 
There’s a lot of grumbling going on in town, as there was before 
the Haida uprising, and once again, the Cheka is savagely put¬ 
ting down the slightest sign of discontent. 

“How could you travel, weak as you are, nothing but skin 
and bones? Do you really imagine you could go on foot? You 
would never get there. When you are stronger, it will be different. 

“I won’t presume to give you advice, but in your place I 
would take a job for the time being. Work at your own profes¬ 
sion—they’d like that. You might get something in the regional 
health service. 

“You’ll have to do something. Your father was a Siberian mil¬ 
lionaire who committed suicide, your wife is the daughter of 
a local landowner and industrialist, you were with the parti¬ 
sans and you ran away. You can’t get around it—you left the ranks 
of the revolutionary army, you’re a deserter. Under no circum¬ 
stances must you remain idle. I am not in a much better position 
myself. Ill have to do something too. I’m living on a volcano as 
it is.” 

“How do you mean? What about Strelnikov?” 

“It’s precisely because of him. I told you before that he has 
many enemies. Now that the Red Army is victorious those non- 
Party soldiers who got too near the top and knew too much are 
done for. Lucky if they’re only thrown out and not killed so as 
to leave no trace. Pasha is particularly vulnerable; he is in very 
great danger. You know he was out in the East. I’ve heard he’s 
run away. He’s in hiding. They’re hunting for him. But don’t let’s 
talk about it. I hate crying, and if I say another word about him 
I know I’ll howl.” 

“You were very much in love with him? You still are?” 

“I married him, he’s my husband, Yurochka. He has a won¬ 
derful, upright, shining personality. I am very much at fault. It 
isn’t that I ever did him any harm, it wouldn’t be true to say that. 
But he is so outstanding, so big, he has such immense integrity 
—and I’m no good at all, I’m nothing in comparison. That’s 
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where my fault lies. But please let’s not talk about it now. I’ll 
tell you more some other time, I promise you I will. 

“How lovely your Tonia is. Just like a Botticelli. I was there 
when she had her baby. We got on terribly well. But let’s not 
talk about that either just at the momentl 

“As I was saying, let’s both get jobs. We’ll go out to work every 
morning, and at the end of the month we’ll collect our salaries 
in billions of rubles. You know, until quite recently the old 
Siberian bank notes were still valid. Then they were declared 
invalid and for a long time, all the time you were ill, we had no 
currency at all! Just imaginel Well, we managed somehow. Now 
they say a whole trainload of new bank notes has arrived, at 
least forty earfuls! They are printed on big sheets in two colors, 
red and blue, and divided into little squares like postage 
stamps. The blue squares are worth five million rubles each and 
the red ones ten. They are badly printed, they fade and the 
colors are smudged.” 

“Yes, I’ve seen that kind of money. It was put into circulation 
in Moscow just before we left.” 


12 

“Why were you so long in Varykino? Is there anybody there? I 
thought there wasn’t a soul, it was deserted. What kept you so 
long?” 

“I was cleaning your house with Katenka. I thought you’d go 
there first thing and I didn’t want you to see it in the state it 
was in.” 

“Why, what kind of state is it in? Is it so bad?” 

“It was untidy, dirty, and we put it straight.” 

“How evasively terse! I feel there’s something you are not 
telling me. But just as you like, I won’t try to get it out of you. 
Tell me about Tonia. What did they call the little girl?” 

“Masha, in memory of your mother.” 

‘Tell me all about them.” 

“Please, not now. I’ve told you, I still can’t talk about it with¬ 
out crying.” 

‘That Samdeviatov who lent you the horse, he’s an interesting 
character, don’t you think?” 
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“Very.” 

“I know him quite well, you know. He was in and out of the 
house when we lived there. It was all new to us and he helped 
us to settle in.” 

“I know, he told me.” 

“You must be great friends. Is he trying to help you, too?” 

“He positively showers me with kindness! I don’t know what I 
should do without him.” 

“I can imagine! I suppose you’re on informal, comradely 
terms. Does he run after you much?” 

“All the time! Naturally!” 

“And you like him? Sorry. I shouldn’t have asked you that. 
I’ve got no business to question you. That was going too far! I 
apologize.” 

“Oh, that’s all right! I suppose what you really mean is, what 
kind of terms are we on? Is there anything more between us 
than friendship? Of course there isn’t! He has done a tremen¬ 
dous amount for me, I am enormously in his debt, but if he gave 
me my weight in gold, if he gave his life for me, it wouldn’t 
bring me a step nearer to him. I have always disliked men of 
that kind, I have nothing whatever in common with them. These 
resourceful, self-confident, masterful characters—in practical 
things they are invaluable, but in matters of feeling I can think 
of nothing more horrible than all this impertinent, male com¬ 
placency! It certainly isn’t my idea of life and love! More than 
that, morally Anfim reminds me of someone else, of someone 
infinitely more repulsive. It’s his fault that I’ve become what I 
am.” 

“I don’t understand. What do you think you are? What have 
you got in mind? Explain to me. You are the best person in the 
world.” 

“How can you, Yurochka! I am talking seriously, and you pay 
me compliments as though we were in a drawing room. What 
am I like? There’s something broken in me, there’s something 
broken in my whole life. I discovered life much too early, I was 
made to discover it, and I was made to see it from the very worst 
side—a cheap, distorted version of it—through the eyes of a self- 
assured, elderly parasite, who took advantage of everything and 
allowed himself whatever he fancied.” 
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“I think I understand. I thought there was something. But 
wait a moment. I can imagine your suffering as a child, a suffer¬ 
ing much beyond your years, the shock to your inexperience, a 
very young girl’s sense of outrage. But all that is in the past. 
What I mean is that it isn’t for you to make yourself unhappy 
about it now, it’s for people who love you, people like myself. 
It’s I who should be tearing my hair because I wasn’t with you to 
prevent it, if it really makes you unhappy. It’s a curious thing. I 
think I can be really jealous—deadly, passionately jealous—only 
of my inferiors, people with whom I have nothing in common. 
A rival whom I look up to arouses entirely different feelings 
in me. I think if a man whom I understood and liked were in 
love with the same woman as I am I wouldn’t feel a grievance, 
or want to quarrel with him, I would feel a sort of tragic 
brotherhood with him. Naturally, I wouldn’t dream of sharing 
the woman I loved. But I would give her up and my suffering 
would be something different from jealousy—less raw and angry. 
It would be the same if I came across an artist who was doing 
the same sort of thing as I do and doing it better. I would proba¬ 
bly give up my own efforts, I wouldn’t want to duplicate his, 
and there would be no point in going on if his were better. 

“But that wasn’t what we were talking about. I don’t think I 
could love you so much if you had nothing to complain of and 
nothing to regret. I don’t like people who have never fallen or 
stumbled. Their virtue is lifeless and of little value. Life hasn’t 
revealed its beauty to them.” 

"It’s this beauty I’m thinking of. I think that to see it your 
imagination has to be intact, your vision has to be childlike. 
That is what I was deprived of. I might have developed my 
own view of life if I hadn’t, right from the beginning, seen it 
stamped in someone else’s vulgar distortion. And that isn’t all. 
It’s because of the intrusion into my life, right at the start, of 
this immoral, selfish nonentity that when later on I married a 
man who was really big and remarkable, and who loved me and 
whom I loved, my marriage was destroyed.” 

“Wait a moment before you tell me about your husband. I am 
not jealous of him. I told you I can be jealous only of my in¬ 
feriors, not of my equals. Tell me first about this other man.” 

“Which man?” 
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“This wrecker who spoiled your life. Who was he?” 

“A fairly well-known Moscow lawyer. A friend of my father’s. 
When Father died and we were very badly off he gave my 
mother financial help. He was unmarried, rich. I’ve probably 
made him sound a lot more interesting than he is by painting 
him so black. He couldn’t be more ordinary. I’ll tell you his 
name if you like.” 

“You needn’t. I know it. I saw him once.” 

“Really?” 

“In a hotel room, when your mother took poison. It was late 
at night. You and I were both still at school.” 

“Oh, I remember. You came with someone else. You stood 
in the shadow, in the hallway. I don’t know if I would have re¬ 
membered by myself, but I think you reminded me of it once, 
it must have been in Meliuzeievo.” 

“Komarovsky was there.” 

“Was he? Quite possible. It wasn’t unusual for us to be in the 
same place. We often saw each other.” 

“Why are you blushing?” 

“At the sound of Komarovsky’s name coming from you. I’m 
no longer used to hearing it, I was taken by surprise.” 

“There was a school friend of mine who went with me that 
night, and this is what he told me there in the hotel. He recog¬ 
nized Komarovsky as a man he had happened to see once before. 
As a child, during a journey, this boy, Misha Gordon, witnessed 
the suicide of my father—the millionaire industrialist. They were 
in the same train. Father jumped deliberately from the moving 
train and was killed. He was accompanied on this journey by 
Komarovsky, who was his lawyer. He made Father drink, he got 
his business into a muddle, he brought him to the point of 
bankruptcy, and he drove him to suicide. It was his fault that 
my father killed himself and that I was left an orphan.” 

“It isn’t possiblel It’s extraordinary! Can it really be true? So 
he was your evil genius, too! It brings us even closer! It must 
be predestination!” 

“He is the man of whom I shall always be incurably, insanely 
jealous.” 

“How can you say such a thing? It isn’t just that I don’t love 
him—I despise him.” 
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“Can you know yourself as well as that? Human nature, and 
particularly woman’s, is so mysterious and so full of contradic¬ 
tions. Perhaps there is something in your loathing that keeps 
you in subjection to him more than to any man whom you love 
of your own free will, without compulsion.” 

“What a terrible thing to sayl And as usual, the way you put 
it makes me feel that this thing, unnatural as it is, seems to be 
true. But how horrible if it is!” 

“Don’t be upset. Don’t listen to me. I only meant that I am 
jealous of a dark, unconscious element, something irrational, un¬ 
fathomable. I am jealous of your toilet articles, of the drops of 
sweat on your skin, of the germs in the air you breathe which 
could get into your blood and poison you. And I am jealous of 
Komarovsky, as if he were an infectious disease. Someday he 
will take you away, just as certainly as death will someday 
separate us. I know this must seem obscure and confused, but 
I can’t say it more clearly. I love you madly, irrationally, in¬ 
finitely.” 


13 

“Tell me more about your husband—‘One writ with me in 
sour misfortune’s book,’ as Shakespeare says.” 

“Where did he say that?” 

“In Romeo and Juliet .” 

“I told you a lot in Meliuzeievo when I was looking for him, 
and then here, when I heard how his men arrested you and 
took you to his train. I may have told you—or perhaps I only 
thought I did—how I once saw him from a distance when he was 
getting into his car. But you can imagine how many guards there 
were around him! I found him almost unchanged. The same 
handsome, honest, resolute face, the most honest face I’ve ever 
seen in my life. The same manly, straightforward character, not 
a shadow of affectation or make-believe. And yet I did notice a 
difference, and it alarmed me. 

“It was as if something abstract had crept into this face and 
made it colorless. As if a living human face had become an 
embodiment of a principle, the image of an idea. My heart sank 
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when I noticed it. I realized that this had happened to him be¬ 
cause he had handed himself over to a superior force, but a 
force that is deadening and pitiless and will not spare him in 
the end. It seemed to me that he was a marked man and that 
this was the seal of his doom. But perhaps I’m confused about it. 
Perhaps I’m influenced by what you said when you described 
your meeting with him. After all, in addition to what we feel 
for each other, I am influenced by you in so many ways!” 

‘Tell me about your life with him before the revolution.” 

“Very early, when I was still a child, purity became my ideal. 
He was the embodiment of it. You know we grew up almost in 
the same house. He, Galiullin, and I. As a little boy he was in¬ 
fatuated with me. He used almost to faint whenever he saw me. 
I probably shouldn’t be talking this way. But it would be worse 
to pretend I didn’t know. It was the kind of all-absorbing childish 
passion that a child conceals because his pride won’t let him 
show it, but one look at his face is enough to tell you all about 
it. We saw a lot of each other. He and I were as different as 
you and I are alike. I chose him then and there in my heart. I 
decided that as soon as we were old enough I would marry this 
wonderful boy, and in my own mind I became engaged to him. 

“You know it’s extraordinary how gifted he is! His father 
was a signal man, or a crossing guard, I don’t know which, and 
by sheer brains and hard work he reached, I was going to say 
the level, but it’s more like the summit, of present academic 
knowledge in two fields—classics and mathematics! After all, 
that’s something!” 

“But then what spoiled your marriage, if you loved each other 
so much?” 

“Ah, that’s hard to answer. I’ll try to tell you. But it’s strange 
that I, an ordinary woman, should explain to you, who are so 
wise, what is happening to human life in general and to life in 
Russia and why families get broken up, including yours and 
mine. Ah, it isn’t a matter of individuals, of being alike or differ¬ 
ent in temperament, of loving or not loving! All customs and tra¬ 
ditions, all our way of life, everything to do with home and order, 
has crumbled into dust in the general upheaval and reorganiza¬ 
tion of society. The whole human way of life has been destroyed 
and ruined. All that’s left is the naked human soul stripped to 
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the last shred, for which nothing has changed because it was 
always cold and shivering and reaching out to its nearest neigh¬ 
bor, as cold and lonely as itself. You and I are like Adam and 
Eve, the first two people on earth who at the beginning of the 
world had nothing to cover themselves with—and now at the 
end of it we are just as naked and homeless. And you and I are 
the last remembrance of all that immeasurable greatness which 
has been created in the world in all the thousands of years be¬ 
tween them and us, and it is in memory of all those vanished 
marvels that we live and love and weep and cling to one an¬ 
other.” 


14 

She was silent for a while, then she went on more calmly: 

“I’ll tell you. If Strelnikov became Pashenka again, if he 
stopped his raging and rebelling; if time turned back; if by 
some miracle, somewhere, I could see the window of our house 
shining, the lamplight on Pasha’s desk and his books, even if it 
were at the end of the earth—I would crawl to it on my knees. 
Everything in me would respond. I could never hold out against 
the call of the past, of loyalty. There is nothing I wouldn’t 
sacrifice, however precious. Even you. Even our love, so carefree, 
so spontaneous, so natural. Oh, forgive me! I don’t mean that. 
It isn’t true!” 

She threw herself into his arms, sobbing. But very soon she 
controlled herself and, wiping away her tears, said: 

“Isn’t it the same call of duty that drives you back to Tonia? 
Oh, God, how miserable we are! What will become of us? 
What are we to do?” 

When she had recovered she went on: 

“But I haven’t answered your question about what it was that 
spoiled our happiness. I came to understand it very clearly after¬ 
ward. I’ll tell you. It isn’t only our story. It has become the fate 
of many others.” 

‘Tell me, my love, you who are so wise.” 

“We were married two years before the war. We were just 
beginning to make a life for ourselves, we had just set up our 
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home, when the war broke out. I believe now that the war is to 
blame for everything, for all the misfortunes that followed and 
that hound our generation to this day. I remember my child¬ 
hood well. I can still remember a time when we all accepted 
the peaceful outlook of the last century. It was taken for granted 
that you listened to reason, that it was right and natural to do 
what your conscience told you to do. For a man to die by the 
hand of another was a rare, an exceptional event, something 
quite out of the ordinary. Murders happened in plays, news¬ 
papers, and detective stories, not in everyday life. 

“And then there was the jump from this peaceful, naive 
moderation to blood and tears, to mass insanity, and to the 
savagery of daily, hourly, legalized, rewarded slaughter. 

“I suppose one must always pay for such things. You must re¬ 
member better than I do the beginning of disintegration, how 
everything began to break down all at once—trains and food 
supplies in towns, and the foundations of the family, and moral 
standards.” 

“Go on. I know what you’ll say next. How well you see all 
these things. What a joy to listen to you!” 

“It was then that untruth came down on our land of Russia. 
The main misfortune, the root of all the evil to come, was the 
loss of confidence in the value of one’s own opinion. People 
imagined that it was out of date to follow their own moral sense, 
that they must all sing in chorus, and live by other people’s no¬ 
tions, notions that were being crammed down everybody’s throat. 
And then there arose the power of the glittering phrase, first 
the Tsarist, then the revolutionary. 

“This social evil became an epidemic. It was catching. And it 
affected everything, nothing was left untouched by it. Our 
home, too, became infected. Something went wrong in it. In¬ 
stead of being natural and spontaneous as we had always been, 
we began to be idiotically pompous with each other. Something 
showy, artificial, forced, crept into our conversation—you felt 
you had to be clever in a certain way about certain world- 
important themes. How could Pasha, who was so discriminating, 
so exacting with himself, who distinguished so unerringly be¬ 
tween reality and appearance, how could he fail to notice the 
falsehood that had crept into our lives? 
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“And at this point he made his fatal, terrible mistake. He mis¬ 
took the spirit of the times, the social, universal evil, for a 
private and domestic one. He listened to our cliches, to our un¬ 
natural official tone, and he thought it was because he was 
second-rate, a nonentity, that we talked like this. I suppose you 
find it incredible that such trivial things could matter so much 
in our married life. You can’t imagine how important this was, 
what foolish things this childish nonsense made him do. 

“Nobody asked him to go to the war, he went because he 
imagined himself a burden to us, so that we should be free of 
him. That was the beginning of all his madness. Out of a sort of 
misdirected, adolescent vanity he took offense at things at 
which one doesn’t take offense. He sulked at the course of 
events. He quarrelled with history. To this day he is trying to 
get even with it. That’s what makes him so insanely defiant. It’s 
this stupid ambition that’s driving him to his death. God, if I 
could only save himl” 

“How immensely pure and strong is your love for him! Go on, 
go on loving him. I’m not jealous of him. I won’t stand in your 
way.” 


15 

Summer came and went almost unnoticed. The doctor recovered. 
While planning to go to Moscow he took not one but three 
temporary jobs. The rapid devaluation of money made it difficult 
to make ends meet. 

Every morning he got up at daybreak, left the house, and 
walked down Merchant Street, past the “Giant” movie house as 
far as the former printing shop of the Urals Cossack Army, now 
renamed the Red Compositor. At the corner of City Street the 
door of the town hall bore the notice “Complaints.” He crossed 
the square, turned into Buianovka Street, and coming to the 
hospital went in through the back door to the out-patient de¬ 
partment of the Army Hospital, where he worked. This was his 
main job. 

Most of his way from Lara’s to the hospital lay in the shadow of 
spreading trees, past curious little frame houses with steep 
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roofs, decorated doors, and carved and painted patterns around 
the windows. The house next to the hospital, standing in its own 
garden, had belonged to Goregliadova, a merchant’s wife. It 
was faced with glazed, diamond-cut tiles, like the ancient boyar 
houses in Moscow. 

Three or four times a week Yurii Andreievich attended the 
board meetings of the Yuriatin Health Service in Miassky Street. 

At the other end of town stood the former Institute of Gyne¬ 
cology, founded by Samdeviatov’s father in memory of his wife, 
who had died in childbirth, now renamed the Rosa Luxemburg 
Institute, where Yurii Andreievich lectured on general pathol¬ 
ogy and one or two optional subjects as part of the new, short¬ 
ened course of medicine and surgery. 

Coming home at night, hungry and tired, he found Lara busy 
at her domestic chores, cooking or washing. In this prosaic, 
weekday aspect of her being, dishevelled, with her sleeves rolled 
and her skirts tucked up, she almost frightened him by her regal 
attractiveness, more breath-taking than if he had found her on 
the point of going to a ball, taller in high-heeled shoes and in a 
long, low-cut gown with a sweeping, rustling skirt. 

She cooked or washed and used the soapy water to scrub the 
floors, or more quietly, less flushed, pressed and mended linen 
for the three of them. Or when the cooking, washing, and clean¬ 
ing had all been got out of the way, she gave lessons to Katenka; 
or with her nose in her textbooks worked at her own political 
re-education, in order to qualify as a teacher at the new, re¬ 
organized school. 

The closer this woman and her daughter became to him, the 
less he dared to think of them as family and the stricter was the 
control imposed on his thoughts by his duty to his own family 
and the pain of his broken faith. There was nothing offensive 
to Lara or Katenka in this limitation. On the contrary, this at¬ 
titude on his part contained a world of deference that excluded 
every trace of vulgarity. 

But the division in him was a sorrow and a torment, and he 
became accustomed to it only as one gets used to an unhealed 
and frequently reopened wound. 
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Two or three months went by. One day in October Yurii An- 
dreievich said to Larisa Feodorovna: 

“You know, it looks as if I’ll be forced to resign from my jobs. 
It’s always the same thing—it happens again and again. At first 
everything is splendid. ‘Come along. We welcome good, honest 
work, we welcome ideas, especially new ideas. What could 
please us better? Do your work, struggle, carry on.’ 

“Then you find in practice that what they mean by ideas is 
nothing but words—claptrap in praise of the revolution and the 
regime. I’m sick and tired of it. And it’s not the kind of thing 
I’m good at. 

“I suppose they are right, from their point of view. Of course, 
I’m not on their side. Only I find it hard to reconcile myself to 
the idea that they are radiant heroes and that I am a petty 
bourgeois who sides with tyranny and obscurantism. Have you 
ever heard of Nikolai Vedeniapin?” 

“Well, of course! Both before I met you and from what you’ve 
told me yourself. Sima Tuntseva often speaks of him, she’s a fol¬ 
lower of his. To my shame, I haven’t read his books. I don’t like 
purely philosophical works. I think a little philosophy should be 
added to life and art by way of seasoning, but to make it one’s 
specialty seems to me as strange as eating nothing but horse¬ 
radish. But I’m sorry, I’ve distracted you with my nonsense.” 

“No, actually it’s very much what I think myself. Well, about 
my uncle, I’m supposed to be corrupted by his influence. One 
of my sins is a belief in intuition. And yet see how ridiculous: 
they all shout that I’m a marvellous diagnostician, and as a 
matter of fact it’s true that I don’t often make mistakes in diag¬ 
nosing a disease. Well, what is this immediate grasp of a situa¬ 
tion as a whole supposed to be if not the intuition they find so 
detestable? 

“Another thing is that I am obsessed by the problem of mim¬ 
icry, the outward adaptation of an organism to the color of its 
environment. I think this biological phenomenon can cast light 
on the problem of the relationship between the inward and the 
outward world. 

“I dared to touch on this problem in my lectures. Immediately 
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there was a chorus: ‘Idealism, mysticism, Goethe’s Naturphiloso- 

phie, neo-Schellingism.’ 

“It’s time I got out. I’ll stay on at the hospital until they 
throw me out, but I’ll resign from the Institute and the Health 
Service. I don’t want to worry you, but occasionally I have the 
feeling that they might arrest me any day.” 

“God forbid, Yurochka. It hasn’t come to that yet, fortunately. 
But you are right. It won’t do any harm to be more careful. I’ve 
noticed that whenever this regime comes to power it goes 
through certain regular stages. In the first stage it’s the triumph 
of reason, of the spirit of criticism, the fight against prejudice 
and so on. 

“Then comes the second stage. The accent is all on the shady 
activities of the pretended sympathizers, the hangers-on. There 
is more and more suspicion—informers, intrigues, hatreds. And 
you are right—we are at the beginning of the second stage. 

“We don’t have to go far to find evidence of it. The local 
revolutionary court has had two new members transferred to 
it from Khodatskoie—two old political convicts from among the 
workers, Tiverzin and Antipov. 

“They both know me perfectly well—in fact, one of them is 
my father-in-law. And yet it’s only since their arrival, quite 
recently, that I’ve begun really to tremble for Katenka’s and my 
life. They are capable of anything. Antipov doesn’t like me. It 
would be quite like them to destroy me and even Pasha one of 
these days in the name of higher revolutionary justice.” 

The sequel to this conversation took place very soon. A 
search had been carried out by night at the widow Goreglia- 
dova’s, at 48 Buianovka Street, next door to the hospital. A cache 
of arms had been found and a counterrevolutionary organiza¬ 
tion uncovered. Many people were arrested and the wave of 
searches and arrests continued. It was whispered that some of 
the suspects had escaped across the river. “Though what good 
will it do them?” people said. “There are rivers and rivers. Now 
the Amur, for instance, at Blagoveshchensk—you jump in and 
swim across and you are in Chinal That really is a river. That’s 
quite a different matter.” 

“The air is full of threats,” said Lara. “Our time of safety is 
over. They are sure to arrest us, you and me. And then what 
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will become of Katenka? I am a mother, I can’t let this mis¬ 
fortune happen, I must think of something. I must have a plan. 
It’s driving me out of my mind.” 

“Let’s try to think. Though what is there that we can do? Is it 
in our power to avert this blow? Isn’t it a matter of fate?” 

“We certainly can’t escape, there’s nowhere to go. But we 
could withdraw into the shadow, into the background. Go to 
Varykino, for instance. I keep thinking of the house there. It’s 
very lonely and neglected, but we would be less in the way 
than here, we wouldn’t attract so much attention. Winter is 
coming on. I wouldn’t at all mind spending it there. By the 
time they got around to us we’d have gained a year of life; that’s 
always something. Samdeviatov would be a link between us and 
the town. Perhaps he’d help us to go into hiding. What do you 
think? It’s true, there isn’t a soul, it’s empty and desolate, at 
least it was when I was there in March. And they say there are 
wolves. It’s rather frightening. But then people, anyway peo¬ 
ple like Tiverzin and Antipov, are more frightening than wolves.” 

“I don’t know what to say. Haven’t you been urging me to go 
to Moscow all this time, telling me not to put it off? That’s 
easier now. I made inquiries at the station. Apparently they’ve 
stopped worrying about black-marketeers. Not everyone whose 
papers aren’t in order gets taken off the train. They shoot less, 
they’ve got tired. 

“It worries me that I’ve had no reply to my letters to Moscow. 
I ought to go there and see what’s happening to them—you keep 
telling me so yourself. But then how am I to take what you say 
about Varykino? ‘You surely wouldn’t go to such an out-of-the- 
way place by yourself?” 

“No, of course, without you it would be impossible.” 

“And yet you tell me to go to Moscow?” 

“Yes, you should go.” 

“Listen. I’ll tell you what, I’ve got a wonderful idea—let’s go 
to Moscow, all three of us.” 

“To Moscow? You’re madl What should I do in Moscow? No, 
I have to stay, I must be near here. It’s here that Pasha’s fate 
will be decided. I must wait here and be within reach if he 
needs me.” 

“Well then, let’s think about Katenka.” 
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“I was talking about her with Sima—Sima Tuntseva, she comes 
to see me sometimes.” 

“Yes, I know, I’ve often seen her.” 

“I’m surprised at you. In your place I’d have fallen in love 
with her at once. I don’t know where you men keep your eyes I 
She’s such a marvel! Pretty, graceful, intelligent, well read, 
kind, clear-headed.” 

“Her sister gave me a haircut the day I arrived—Glafira, the 
seamstress.” 

“I know. They both live with their oldest sister, Avdotia, the 
one who’s a librarian. They are a good honest working family. I 
thought of asking them—if it comes to the worst, if you and I are 
arrested—if they would look after Katenka. I haven’t made up 
my mind yet.” 

“Only if there really isn’t any other way out. Pray God, it won’t 
come to that.” 

“They say Sima is a bit odd—not quite right in the head. It’s 
true she is not quite normal, but that’s only because she’s so pro¬ 
found and original. She’s not an intellectual, but she’s phenome¬ 
nally educated. You and she are extraordinarily alike in your 
views. I think I should be quite happy about Katenka if she 
brought her up.” 


17 

Once again he had been to the station and had again come back 
without having accomplished anything. Evefything was still 
undecided. He and Lara were faced with the unknown. The 
weather was cold and dark as before the first snow. The sky, 
particularly where large patches of it could be seen, as at 
intersections, had a wintry look. 

When Yurii Andreievich came home, he found that Lara had 
a visitor, Sima. They were having a conversation that was more 
like a lecture Sima was delivering to her hostess. Yurii Andreie¬ 
vich did not want to be in their way. He also wanted to be 
alone a little. The women were talking in the next room. The 
door between the two rooms was open; through the curtain that 
hung to the floor he could hear all they were saying. 
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“I'll go on with my sewing but don’t take any notice of it, 
Sima dear. I’m listening. I attended lectures on philosophy as a 
student. Your way of thinking interests me very much. More¬ 
over, it’s a great relief to listen to you. We haven’t slept much 
the last few nights, worrying about Katenka. I know it’s my duty 
as her mother to see to it that she is safe if anything happens to 
us. I ought to think it out calmly and sensibly, but I’m not very 
good at that. It makes me sad to realize it. I am depressed from 
exhaustion and sleeplessness. It steadies me to listen to you. And 
then, it’s going to snow any minute. It’s lovely when it’s snowing 
to listen to long, intelligent talk. If you glance out of the comer 
of your eye at the window when it’s snowing you always feel as 
if someone were coming to the door across the yard, have you 
noticed? Go on, Sima dear. I’m listening.” 

“Where did we leave off last time?” 

Yurii Andreievich did not catch Lara’s reply. He listened to 
what Sima was saying: 

“It’s possible to use words such as ‘culture,’ ‘epochs.’ But peo¬ 
ple understand them in so many different ways. Because their 
meaning is ambiguous, I won’t use them. I’ll replace them with 
other words. 

“I would say that man is made up of two parts, of God and 
work. Each succeeding stage in the development of the human 
spirit is marked by the achievement over many generations of 
an enormously slow and lengthy work. Such a work was Egypt. 
Greece was another. The theology of the Old Testament proph¬ 
ets was a third. The last in time, not yet superseded by anything 
else and still being accomplished by all who are inspired, is 
Christianity. 

“To show you the completely new thing it brought into the 
world in all its freshness—not as you know it and are used to it 
but more simply, more directly—I should like to go over a few 
extracts from the liturgy—only a very few, and abridged at 
that. 

“Most liturgical texts bring together the concepts of the Old 
and the New Testament and put them side by side. For instance, 
the burning bush, the exodus from Egypt, the youths in the fiery 
furnace, Jonah and the whale are presented as parallels to the 
immaculate conception and the resurrection of Christ. 
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“Such comparisons bring out, very strikingly, I think, the way 
in which the Old Testament is old and the Gospel is new. In a 
number of texts Mary’s motherhood is compared to the crossing 
of the Red Sea by the Jews. For instance there is one verse that 
begins: ‘The Red Sea is the likeness of the virgin bride,’ and 
goes on to say that ‘as the sea was impenetrable after its crossing 
by the Israelites, the Immaculate One was incorrupt after the 
birth of Emmanuel.’ That is to say, after the Jews crossed the 
Red Sea it became impassable, as before, and the Virgin after 
giving birth to our Lord was as immaculate as before. A parallel 
is drawn between the two events. What kind of events are they? 
Both are supernatural, both are recognized as miracles. What, 
then, was regarded as miraculous in each epoch—the ancient, 
primitive epoch and the later, post-Roman epoch which was far 
more advanced? 

“In the first miracle you have a popular leader, the patriarch 
Moses, dividing the waters by a magic gesture, allowing a whole 
nation—countless numbers, hundreds of thousands of people— 
to go through, and when the last man is across the sea closes up 
again and submerges and drowns the pursuing Egyptians. The 
whole picture is in the spirit of antiquity—the elements obeying 
the magician, great jostling multitudes like Roman armies on the 
march, a people and a leader. Everything is visible, audible, 
overpowering. 

“In the second miracle you have a girl—an everyday figure who 
would have gone unnoticed in the ancient world—quietly, se¬ 
cretly bringing forth a child, bringing forth life, bringing forth the 
miracle of life, the ‘universal life,’ as He was afterwards called. 
The birth of her child is not only a violation of human laws as 
interpreted by the scribes, since it was out of wedlock; it also 
contradicts the laws of nature. She gives birth not by virtue of a 
natural process but by a miracle, by an inspiration. And from 
now on, the basis of life is to be that inspiration which the Gospel 
strives to make the foundation of life, contrasting the common¬ 
place with the unique, the weekday with the holiday, and 
repudiating all compulsion. 

“What an enormously significant change! How did it come 
about that an individual human event, insignificant by ancient 
standards, was regarded as equal in significance to the migration 
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of a whole people? Why should it have this value in the eyes of 
heaven?—For it is through the eyes of heaven that it must be 
judged, it is before the face of heaven and in the sacred light 
of its own uniqueness that it all takes place. 

“Something in the world had changed. Rome was at an end. 
The reign of numbers was at an end. The duty, imposed by 
armed force, to live unanimously as a people, as a whole na¬ 
tion, was abolished. Leaders and nations were relegated to the 
past. 

“They were replaced by the doctrine of individuality and 
freedom. Individual human life became the life story of God, 
and its contents filled the vast expanses of the universe. As it 
says in a liturgy for the Feast of the Annunciation, Adam tried 
to be like God and failed, but now God was made man so that 
Adam should be made God. 

“I’ll come back to this in a minute,” said Sima. “But now I’d 
like to digress a little. With respect to the care of the workers, 
the protection of the mother, the struggle against the power of 
money, our revolutionary era is a wonderful, unforgettable 
era of new, permanent achievements. But as regards its inter¬ 
pretation of life and the philosophy of happiness that is being 
propagated, it’s simply impossible to believe that it is meant to 
be taken seriously, it’s such a comic survival of the past. If all 
this rhetoric about leaders and peoples had the power to reverse 
history, it would set us back thousands of years to the Biblical 
times of shepherd tribes and patriarchs. But fortunately this is 
impossible. 

“Now a few words about Christ and Mary Magdalene—this 
isn’t from the Gospel but from the prayers for one of the days in 
Holy Week, I think it’s Tuesday or Wednesday. You know it all, 
Larisa Feodorovna, without me; I only want to remind you of 
something, I am not trying to teach you. 

“As you know, the word ‘passion’ in Slavonic means in the first 
place suffering, the passion of Christ—‘Christ entering upon His 
passion.’ The liturgy also uses it in its later Russian connotation 
of ‘lust’ and ‘vice.’ ‘My soul is enslaved by passions, I have be¬ 
come like the beasts of the field,’ ‘Being cast out of paradise, 
let us become worthy to be readmitted to it by mastering our 
passions,’ and so on. It may be wrong of me, but I don’t like the 
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Lenten texts on the curbing of the senses and the mortification 
of the flesh. They are curiously flat and clumsy and without 
the poetry of other spiritual writings. I always think they were 
composed by fat monks. Not that I care if they themselves broke 
the rules and deceived other people or if they lived according to 
their conscience—it’s not they that I’m concerned with, but with 
the actual content of these passages. All these acts of contrition 
give too much importance to various infirmities of the flesh and 
to whether it is fat or famished—it’s repulsive. It seems to me to 
raise something dirty, unimportant, inconsequential, to a dignity 
that does not belong to it. Forgive me for all these digressions. 

“I have always wondered why Mary Magdalene is mentioned 
on the very eve of Easter, just before the death and resurrection 
of Christ. I don’t know the reason for it, but this reminder of 
what life is seems so timely at the moment of His taking leave of 
at and shortly before He rises again. Now listen to how the re¬ 
minder is made—what genuine passion there is in it and what 
an uncompromising directness. 

“There is some doubt as to whether this does refer to the 
Magdalene or to one of the other Marys, but anyway, she begs 
our Lord: 

‘“Unbind my debt as I unbind my hair.’ It means: ‘As I 
loosen my hair, do Thou release me from my guilt.’ Could any 
expression of repentance, of the thirst to be forgiven, be more 
concrete, more tangible? 

“And later on in the liturgy for the same day there is another, 
more detailed passage, and this time it almost certainly refers to 
Mary Magdalene. 

“Again she repents in a terribly tangible way over her past, 
saying that every night her flesh burns because of her old, in¬ 
veterate habits. ‘For the night is to me the flaring up of lust, the 
dark, moonless zeal of sin.’ She begs Christ to accept her tears 
of repentance and be moved by the sincerity of her sighs, so 
that she may dry His most pure feet with her hair—reminding 
Him that in the rushing waves of her hair Eve took refuge when 
she was overcome with fear and shame in paradise. ‘Let me kiss 
Thy most pure feet and water them with my tears and dry 
them with the hair of my head, which covered Eve and 
•sheltered her in its rushing waves when she was afraid in the cool 
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of the day in paradise.’ And immediately after all this about her 
hair, she exclaims: ‘Who can fathom the multitude of my sins or 
the depths of Thy mercy?’ What familiarity, what equality be¬ 
tween God and life, God and the individual, God and a 
woman!” 


18 

Yurii Andreievich had come home from the station tired. It was 
his day off, and usually he slept enough that day to last him 
the nine others of the ten-day week. He sat sprawling on the 
sofa, occasionally half reclining or stretching full length. But al¬ 
though he listened to Sima through a mist of oncoming drowsi¬ 
ness, her reflections delighted him. “Of course, she’s taken it all 
from Uncle Nikolai,” he thought. “But how intelligent she is, 
how talented.” 

He got up and went to the window. It looked out on the yard, 
like the window of the room next door from which only unin¬ 
telligible whispers could now be heard. 

The weather was getting worse, and it was growing dark in 
the yard. Two magpies flew in from the street and fluttered 
around looking for a place to settle, their feathers ruffled by the 
wind. They perched on the lid of the trash bin, flew up onto the 
fence, flew down to the ground, and walked about the yard. 

“Magpies mean snow,” thought the doctor. At the same mo¬ 
ment Sima said aloud in the other room: 

“Magpies mean news. You’ll have guests, or else a letter.” 

A little later someone pulled the handle of the doorbell, which 
Yurii Andreievich had mended a few days earlier. Lara came out 
from behind the curtain and walked swiftly through to the hall 
to open the door. Yurii Andreievich heard her talking with 
Sima’s sister Glafira. 

“You’ve come for your sister? Yes, she’s here.” 

“No, I didn’t come for her, though we might as well go home 
together if she is ready. I’ve brought a letter for your friend. It’s 
lucky for him that I once had a job at the post office. I don’t 
know how many hands it’s been through, it’s from Moscow and 
it’s been five months on the way. They couldn’t find the ad- 
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dressee. At last they thought of asking me and I knew, of 
course—he once came to me for a haircut.” 

The long letter, written on many sheets of paper, crumpled 
and soiled in its tattered envelope, which had been opened at 
the post office, was from Tonia. The doctor found it in his hands 
without knowing how it had got there; he had not noticed Lara 
handing it to him. When he began reading it he was still con¬ 
scious of being in Yuriatin, in Lara’s house, but gradually, as he 
read on, he lost all realization of it. Sima came out, greeted him, 
and said goodbye; he said the right things automatically but 
paid no attention to her and never noticed when she left the 
house. Gradually he forgot more and more completely where he 
was or what surrounded him. 

“Yura,” Antonina Alexandrovna wrote, “do you know that we 
have a daughter? We have christened her Masha in memory 
of your mother, Maria Nikolaievna. 

“Now something entirely different. Several prominent people, 
professors who belonged to the Cadet Party and Right-wing 
Socialists, Miliukov, Kizevetter, Kuskov, and several others in¬ 
cluding your Uncle Nikolai, my father, and the rest of us, are 
being deported abroad. 

“This is a misfortune, especially in your absence, but we 
must accept it and thank God that our exile takes so mild a 
form when at this terrible time things could have been so 
much worse for us. If you were here, you would come with 
us. But where are you? I am sending this letter to Antipova’s 
address, she’ll give it to you if she finds you. I am tortured by 
not knowing if the exit permit we are getting as a family will be 
extended to you later on, when, if God is willing, you are 
found. I have not given up believing that you are alive and that 
you will be found. My loving heart tells me that this is so, and I 
trust it. Perhaps by then, by the time you reappear, conditions 
in Russia will be milder and you will manage to get a separate 
visa for yourself and we shall all be together once again in the 
same place. But as I write this, I don’t believe in the possibility 
of such happiness. 

“The whole trouble is that I love you and that you don’t love 
me. I keep trying to discover the meaning of this judgment on 
me, to interpret it, to justify it. I look into myself, I go over our 
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whole life together and everything I know about myself, and I 
can’t find the beginning, and I can’t remember what it is I did 
or how I brought this misfortune on myself. I have a feeling 
that you misjudge me, that you take an unkind view of me, that 
you see me as in a distorting mirror. 

“As for me, I love you. If only you knew how much I love 
you! I love all that is unusual in you, the good with the bad, and 
all the ordinary traits of your character, whose extraordinary 
combination is so dear to me, your face ennobled by your 
thoughts, which otherwise might not seem handsome, your great 
gifts and intelligence which, as it were, have taken the place of 
the will that is lacking. All this is dear to me, and I know no man 
who is better than you. 

“But listen, do you know what? Even if you were not so dear to 
me, even if I did not like you so much, even then the distressing 
truth of my coldness would not have been disclosed to me, 
even then I would have believed that I love you. Out of sheer 
terror before the humiliating, destructive punishment which 
failure to love is, I would unconsciously have shunned the 
realization that I do not love you. Neither I nor you would 
ever have learned it. My own heart would have concealed it 
from me, for failure to love is almost like murder and I would 
have been incapable of inflicting such a blow on anyone. 

“Nothing is definitely settled yet, but we are probably going to 
Paris. I’ll be in those distant lands where you were taken as a 
child and where Father and my uncle were brought up. Father 
sends you his greetings. Sasha has grown a lot, he is not 
particularly good-looking but he is a big, strong boy and when¬ 
ever we speak of you he cries bitterly and won’t be comforted. 
I can’t go on. I can’t stop crying. Well, goodbye. Let me make the 
sign of the cross over you and bless you for all the years ahead, 
for the endless parting, the trials, the uncertainties, for all your 
long, long, dark way. I am not blaming you for anything, I am 
not reproaching you, do as you please with your life, I’ll be 
happy if all is well with you. 

“Before we left the Urals—what a terrible and fateful place it 
turned out to be for us—I got to know Larisa Feodorovna fairly 
well. I am thankful to her for being constantly at my side at a 
difficult time and for helping me through my confinement. I 
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must honestly admit that she is a good person, but I don’t want 
to be a hypocrite—she is my exact opposite. I was born to make 
life simple and to look for sensible solutions; she, to complicate 
it and create confusion. 

“Farewell, I must stop. They have come for the letter, and it’s 
time I packed. Oh, Yura, Yura, my dear, my darling, my hus¬ 
band, the father of my children, what is happening to us? Do 
you realize that we’ll never, never see each other again? Now 
I’ve written it down, do you realize what it means? Do you 
understand, do you understand? They are hurrying me and it’s 
as if they had come to take me to my death. Yura! Yura!” 

Yurii Andreievich looked up from the letter with absent, 
tearless eyes, dry with grief, ravaged by suffering. He could see 
nothing around him, he was not conscious of anything. 

Outside it was snowing. The wind swept the snow aside, ever 
faster and thicker, as if it were trying to catch up with something, 
and Yurii Andreievich stared ahead of him out of the window, as 
if he were not looking at the snow but were still reading Tonia’s 
letter and as if what flickered past him were not small dry 
snow crystals but the spaces between the small black letters, 
white, white, endless, endless. 

Involuntarily he groaned and clutched his breast. He felt he 
was going to faint, hobbled the few steps to the sofa, and fell 
down on it unconscious. 



CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


RETURN TO VARYKINO 


1 

Winter had settled in. It was snowing hard as Yurii Andreievich 
walked back from the hospital. Lara met him in the hall. 

“Komarovsky is here,” she said in a low, hoarse voice. She 
stood looking bewildered as if she had been struck. 

“Where? Here?” 

“No, of course not. He came this morning and said he would 
come back tonight. He’ll be here soon. He wants to have a word 
with you.” 

“Why has he come?” 

“I didn’t understand all he said. He said he was going to the 
Far East and that he had come out of his way to see us. Particu¬ 
larly to see you and Pasha. He talked a great deal about both of 
you. He insists that we are in mortal danger, all three of us, you 
and Pasha and I. And that he alone can save us, provided we 
do as he says.” 

“I will go out. I don’t want to see him.” 

Lara burst into tears and tried to throw herself at his feet and 
clasp his knees, but he forced her to get up. 

“Please don’t go, for my sake,” she implored him. “It isn’t 
that I’m frightened of being alone with him, but it’s so painful. 
Spare me from having to see him alone. Besides, he is practical, 
experienced—he might really have some advice to give us. Your 
aversion for him is natural, but please put your feelings aside. 
Don’t go.” 

“What is the matter with you, darling? Don’t be so upset. 
What are you trying to do? Don’t fall on your knees. Get up 
now, and cheer up. You really must get rid of this obsession 
419 
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—he’s frightened you for life. You know I’m with you. I’ll kill 
him if necessary, if you tell me to.” 

Night fell about half an hour later. It was completely dark. 
It was half a year now since all the ratholes had been stopped 
up. Yurii Andreievich watched for new ones, plugging them up 
in time. They also kept a big, fluffy tomcat who spent his time 
in immobile contemplation, looking enigmatic. The rats were 
still in the house, but they were now more cautious. 

Waiting for Komarovsky, Larisa Feodorovna cut some slices 
of rationed black bread and put a plate with a few boiled 
potatoes on the table. They had decided to receive him in the 
old dining room, which they still used for their meals. The 
large, heavy, dark oak table and sideboard were part of its 
original furnishings. Standing on the table was a bottle of castor 
oil with a wick in it which they used as a portable lamp. 

Komarovsky came in out of the dark December night covered 
with snow. Lumps of it fell from his hat, coat, and galoshes and 
melted into puddles on the floor. His mustache and beard, 
plastered with snow, made him look like a clown. (He had 
been clean-shaven in the old days.) He wore a well-preserved 
suit with str iped, well-creased trousers. Before greeting his hosts 
he spent a long time combing his rumpled, glistening hair with a 
pocket comb and drying his mustache and eyebrows with a 
handkerchief. Then, silently and with a solemn expression, he 
stretched out both his hands—the left one to Larisa Feodorovna 
and the right one to Yurii Andreievich. 

“We’ll assume that we are old acquaintances,” he said to 
Yurii Andreievich. “I was a great friend of your father’s, as you 
probably know. He died in my arms. I keep looking at you to 
see if there is any likeness. But I don’t think you take after him. 
He was an expansive man, spontaneous and impulsive. You 
must be more like your mother. She was gentle, a dreamer.” 

“Larisa Feodorovna asked me to see you. She said you had 
some business with me. I agreed, but our meeting is not of my 
choice, and I don’t consider that we are acquainted. So shall 
we get on with it? What is it you want?” 

“I am so happy to see you both, my dears. I understand every¬ 
thing, absolutely everything. Forgive my boldness, but you are 
wonderfully well suited to each other. A perfect match.” 
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“111 have to interrupt you. Kindly don’t interfere in what 
doesn’t concern you. We haven’t asked for your sympathy. You 
forget yourself.” 

“Don’t be so touchy, young man. Perhaps after all you do take 
after your father. He used to lose his temper just like that. Well, 
my children, with your permission I offer you my best wishes. 
Unfortunately, however, you really are children—not just in a 
manner of speaking—completely ignorant and thoughtless chil¬ 
dren. In two days here I’ve learned more about you than you 
know or suspect about yourselves. Without knowing it, you are 
walking on the brink of a precipice. Unless you do something 
about it, the days of your freedom and perhaps even of your 
lives are numbered. 

“There exists a certain Communist style, Yurii Andreievich. 
Few people measure up to it. But no one flouts that way of life 
and thought as openly as you do. Why you have to flirt with 
danger, I can’t imagine. You are a living mockery of that 
whole world, a walking insult to it. If at least your past were your 
own secret—but there are people from Moscow who know you 
inside out. Neither of you are at all to the liking of the local 
priests of Themis. Comrades Antipov and Tiverzin are busy 
sharpening their claws, ready to pounce on Larisa Feodorovna 
and you. 

“However, you are a man, Yurii Andreievich, you are your own 
master, and you have a perfect right to gamble with your life 
if you feel like it. But Larisa Feodorovna is not a free agent. She 
is a mother, she has a child’s life in her hands, and she can’t go 
about with her head in the clouds. 

“I wasted all my morning trying to get her to take the situa¬ 
tion seriously. She wouldn’t listen to me. Will you use your in¬ 
fluence? She has no right to play with her daughter’s safety. She 
must not disregard my arguments.” 

“I’ve never in my life forced my views on anyone. Certainly 
not on those who are close to me. Larisa Feodorovna is free to 
listen to you or not as she thinks fit. It’s her business. Apart from 
that, I have no idea what you are talking about. I haven’t heard 
what you call your arguments.” 

“Really, you remind me more and more of your father—just 
as intractable. Well, I’ll tell you. But it’s a fairly complicated 
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business, so you’ll have to be patient with me and not interrupt. 

“Big changes are being planned at the top. Yes, really, I have 
it from a most reliable source and you can take it that it’s true. 
What they have in mind is to take a more democratic line, make 
a concession to legality, and this will come about quite soon. 

“But just because of it, the punitive organs that are to be 
abolished will be in all the greater hurry to settle their local 
accounts before the end, and they will be all the more savage. 
You are marked for destruction, Yurii Andreievich. Your name 
is on the list—I am telling you this in all seriousness, I’ve seen it 
myself. You must think of saving yourself before it is too late. 

“But all this is by way of introduction. I am coming to the 
point. 

“Those political forces that are still faithful to the Provisional 
Government and the disbanded Constituent Assembly are con¬ 
centrating in the Maritime Province on the Pacific coast. Depu¬ 
ties to the Duma, the more prominent members of the old 
Zemstvos, and other public figures, businessmen and industrial¬ 
ists, are getting together. The remnants of the armies that fought 
against the Reds are being concentrated there. 

“They intend to form a Far Eastern republic, and the 
Soviet Government winks at it, because at the moment it 
would suit it to have a buffer between Red Siberia and the out¬ 
side world. The republic is to have a coalition government. More 
than half the seats, at the insistence of Moscow, will go to Com¬ 
munists. When it suits them, they will stage a coup d’etat and 
bring the republic to heel. The plan is quite transparent, but it 
gives us a certain breathing space; and we must make the most 
of it. 

“At one time before the revolution I used to look after the 
affairs of the Merkulovs, the Arkharov Brothers, and several 
other banks and trading firms in Vladivostok. They know me 
there, and an emissary came to see me on behalf of the shadow 
cabinet, to offer me the post of Minister of Justice in the future 
government. This was done secretly, but with unofficial Soviet 
approval. I accepted and I am on my way there now. All I’ve 
just told you is happening with the tacit consent of the Soviet 
Government, but not so openly that it would be wise to talk 
much about it. 
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“I can take you and Larisa Feodorovna with me. From there, 
you can easily get a boat and join your family overseas. You 
know, of course, that they have been deported. It made a lot 
of noise; the whole of Moscow is still talking about it. 

“I have promised Larisa Feodorovna to save Strelnikov. As a 
member of an independent government recognized by Moscow, 
I can look for him in eastern Siberia and help him to cross 
over into our autonomous region. If he does not succeed in es¬ 
caping, I’ll suggest that he should be exchanged for someone 
who is in Allied custody and is valuable to the Moscow Govern¬ 
ment.” 

Larisa Feodorovna had followed Komarovsky’s explanation 
with difficulty, but when he came to the arrangements for the 
safety of the doctor and of Strelnikov, she pricked up her ears. 
Blushing a little, she said: 

“You see, Yurochka, how important all this is for you and for 
Pasha?” 

“You are too trusting, my dear. You can’t take a half-formed 
plan for an accomplished fact. I don’t say Victor Ippolitovich 
is deliberately misleading us, but so far he has only told us 
about castles in the air. For my part,” he said, turning to 
Komarovsky, “thank you for the interest you take in my affairs, 
but you surely don’t imagine that I am going to let you run them? 
As for Strelnikov, Lara will have to think it over.” 

“All it comes down to,” said Lara, “is whether we go with him 
or not. You know perfectly well I wouldn’t go without you.” 

Komarovsky sipped the diluted alcohol that Yurii Andreievich 
had brought from the hospital, ate boiled potatoes, and became 
more and more tipsy. 


2 

It was getting late. Every time the wick was trimmed it splut¬ 
tered and burned brightly, lighting up the room, then the flame 
died down and the shadows returned. The hosts were sleepy, 
they wanted to talk things over by themselves and go to bed, 
but Komarovsky stayed on. His presence was oppressive, as was 
the sight of the heavy oak sideboard and the December dark¬ 
ness outside the windows. 
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He was not looking at them but over their heads, his glazed 
eyes staring at some distant point and his drowsy, slurred 
voice grinding on and on, tedious and interminable. His 
latest hobbyhorse was the Far East. He was explaining the 
political importance of Mongolia. Yurii Andreievich and Larisa 
Feodorovna, who were not interested in the subject, had missed 
the point at which he had got onto it, and this made his ex¬ 
planations even more boring. He was saying: 

“Siberia—truly a New America, as it is often called—has im¬ 
mense possibilities. It is the cradle of Russia’s future greatness, 
the gauge of our progress toward democracy and political and 
economic health. Still more pregnant with future possibilities is 
our great Far Eastern neighbor—Outer Mongolia. What do you 
know about it? You yawn and blink shamelessly, and yet 
Mongolia has nearly a million square miles and untold mineral 
wealth; it is a virgin land that tempts the greed of China, of 
Japan, and of the United States. They are all ready to snatch 
at it to the detriment of our Russian interests—interests that have 
been recognized by all our rivals, whenever there has been a 
division of that remote quarter of the globe into spheres of in¬ 
fluence. 

“China exploits the feudal-theocratic backwardness of Mon¬ 
golia through her influence over the lamas and other religious 
dignitaries. Japan backs the local princes—the hoshuns. Red 
Russia has found an ally in the Revolutionary Association of In¬ 
surgent Mongolian Herdsmen. I myself would like to see a really 
prosperous Mongolia with a freely elected government. What 
should interest you personally is that once you are across the 
Mongolian frontier, the world is at your feet—you are as free as 
a bird.” 

His wordy dissertation got on Larisa Feodorovna’s nerves. 
Finally, bored to tears and utterly tired, she held out her hand 
to him and said abruptly and with undisguised hostility: 

“It’s late and it’s time for you to go. I am sleepy.” 

“I hope you aren’t going to be so inhospitable as to throw 
me out at this hour of the nightl I don’t believe I can find my 
way—I don’t know the town and it’s pitch dark.” 

“You should have thought of that earlier, instead of sitting 
on and on. No one asked you to stay so late.” 
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“Why are you so sharp with me? You didn’t even ask me if I 
have anywhere to stay.” 

“It doesn’t interest me in the slightest. You are perfectly well 
able to look after yourself. If you are angling for an invitation 
to spend the night, I certainly won’t put you in the room where 
we and Katenka sleep, and the other rooms are full of rats.” 

“I don’t mind them.” 

“Well, have it your way.” 


3 

‘What is wrong, darling? You don’t sleep for nights on end, you 
don’t touch your food, you go about all day looking like a 
maniac. You are always brooding about something. What is 
bothering you? You mustn’t let your worries get the better of 
you.” 

“Izot, the watchman from your hospital, has been around 
again—he is having an affair with the laundress downstairs. So 
he dropped in and gave me a cheerful piece of newsl ‘It’s ter¬ 
ribly secret,’ he said. ‘It’s jail for your friend. Any day now. And 
then it’ll be your turn, poor thing.’ ‘How do you know?’ I asked 
him. ‘Oh, it’s quite certain, I heard it from a friend who works 
at the Comics.’ Of course, what he means by that is the Executive 
Committee. That’s what he calls the Comics.” They both burst 
out laughing. 

“He is quite right,” said Yurii Andreievich. “The danger has 
caught up with us and it’s time we vanished. The problem is 
where. There is no question of going to Moscow—we couldn’t 
make the arrangements for the journey without attracting at¬ 
tention. We must slip away so that nobody sees us go. Do you 
know, my love, we’ll do what you thought of in the first place, 
we’ll go to Varykino and drop out of sight. Let’s go there for a 
week or two or a month.” 

“Thank you, thank you, my dear. Oh, how glad I am! I under¬ 
stand how much you dislike the idea. But we wouldn’t live in 
your house. You couldn’t possibly face that—the sight of the 
empty rooms, the self-reproach, the comparisons with the past. 
How well I know what it means to build one’s happiness on the 
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sufferings of others, to trample on what is dear to one, and holy. 
I’d never accept such a sacrifice from you. But there is no ques¬ 
tion of that. Your house is in such a state that it would be 
difficult to make the rooms fit to live in, anyway. I was thinking 
of the house where the Mikulitsyns lived.” 

“All that is true enough, and I am grateful to you for being so 
considerate. But wait a minute. I keep meaning to ask you and 
forgetting. What has happened to Komarovsky? Is he still 
here or is he gone? Since I quarrelled with him and threw him 
out I’ve heard nothing more of him.” 

“I don’t know anything either. But who cares! What do you 
want with him?” 

“I have come to think that perhaps we shouldn’t have re¬ 
jected his proposal outright—I mean both of us. We are not in 
the same position. You have your daughter to think of. Even if 
you wanted to share my fate, you’d have no right to do it. 

“But about Varykino. Of course, to go to that wilderness in 
winter, without food, without strength or hope—it’s utter mad¬ 
ness. But why not, my love! Let’s be mad, if there is nothing 
except madness left to us. We’ll forget our pride once more and 
beg Samdeviatov to lend us a horse. And we’ll ask him, or not 
even him but the speculators who depend on him, to let us have 
flour and potatoes on credit, for what our credit is still worth. 
And well persuade him not to take advantage of the favor he’s 
doing us by coming to see us at once, but to wait until later— 
not to come until he needs his horse. Let’s be alone for a while. 
Let’s go, my love. And well cut and use more logs in a week 
than a careful housewife would use in a year in peaceful times. 

“And once again, forgive me for my confused way of speaking. 
How I wish I could talk with you without being so stupidly 
solemn! But after all, it’s true that we haven’t any choice. Call 
it what you like, death is really knocking at our door. Our days 
are really numbered. So at least let us take advantage of them 
in our own way. Let us use them up saying goodbye to life, be¬ 
ing together for the last time before we are parted. We’ll say 
goodbye to everything we hold dear, to the way we look at 
things, to the way we’ve dreamed of living and to what our 
conscience has taught us, and to our hopes and to each other. 
We’ll speak to one another once again the secret words we speak 
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at night, great and pacific like the name of the Asian ocean. It’s 
not for nothing that you stand at the end of my life, my hid¬ 
den, forbidden angel, under the skies of wars and turmoil, you 
who arose at its beginning under the peaceful skies of childhood. 

“That night, as a girl in a dark brown school uniform, in 
the half shadow of the hotel room, you were exactly as you are 
now, and just as breath-takingly beautiful. 

“Often since then I have tried to define and give a name to 
the enchantment that you communicated to me that night, that 
faint glow, that distant echo, which later permeated my whole 
being and gave me a key to the understanding of everything in 
the world. 

“When you rose out of the darkness of that room, like a shadow 
in a schoolgirl’s dress, I, a boy who knew nothing about you, 
understood who you were, with all the tormenting intensity 
which responded in me: I realized that this scraggy, thin little 
girl was charged, as with electricity, with all the femininity in 
the world. If I had touched you with so much as the tip of my 
finger, a spark would have lit up the room and either killed 
me on the spot or charged me for the whole of my life with 
magnetic waves of sorrow and longing. I was filled to the brim 
with tears, I cried and glowed inwardly. I was mortally sorry 
for myself, a boy, and still more sorry for you, a girl. My whole 
being was astonished and asked: If it is so painful to love and to 
be charged with this electric current, how much more painful 
must it be to a woman and to be the current, and to inspire love. 

“There—at last I’ve said it. Such a thing can drive you mad. 
It expresses my very being.” 

Larisa Feodorovna lay dressed at the edge of her bed. She 
was not feeling well, and had curled up and covered herself 
with a shawl. Yurii Andreievich sat on a chair beside her, 
speaking quietly, with long pauses. Sometimes she raised herself 
on her elbow, propped her chin on her hand, and gazed at him, 
her lips parted. At other times she buried her head in his 
shoulder and cried silently with joy, without noticing her tears. 
At last she leaned out of bed, put her arms around him, and 
whispered happily: 

“Yurochka! Yurochka! How wise you arel You know every¬ 
thing, you divine everything, Yurochka, you are my strength and 
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my refuge, God forgive me the blasphemy. Oh, I am so happy. 
Let’s go, my darling, let’s go. Out there I’ll tell you something 
I have on my mind.” 

He decided that she was referring to pregnancy, probably a 
false pregnancy, and he said: “I know.” 


4 

They left town on the morning of a gray winter day. It was a 
weekday. People in the streets were going about their business; 
there were many familiar faces. At the squares, women who 
had no wells in their yards were queueing up for water at the 
old pumps, their yokes and buckets on the ground beside them. 
The doctor drove around them carefully, checking Samdevia- 
tov’s spirited, smoky-yellow horse. The sleigh kept gliding off 
the slope of the street, icy with splashed water, onto the side¬ 
walks and hitting lampposts and curbstones. 

Galloping at full tilt, they caught up with Samdeviatov, who 
was walking down the street, and swept past him without look¬ 
ing back to see if he had recognized them and his horse, or 
whether he had anything to say to them. A little farther on they 
passed Komarovsky, and again swept by without a greeting. 

Glafira Tuntseva shouted to them from across the street: 
“What lies people tell! They said you had left yesterday. Going 
for potatoes?” and signalling that she could not hear what they 
replied waved them goodbye. 

They slowed down for Sima, and this was on an awkward 
slope where it was impossible to stop; the horse kept pulling at 
the reins. Sima, muffled from head to foot in several shawls and 
looking as stiff as a log, hobbled out into the middle of the street 
to say goodbye and wish them a good journey. 

“When you come back we must have a talk,” she said to 
Yurii Andreievich. 

At last they left the town behind. Although the doctor had 
been on this road in winter, he mostly remembered it in its 
summer aspect and hardly recognized it now. 

They had pushed their sacks of food and other bundles deep 
into the hay in the front of the sleigh and had tied them down 
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with rope. Yurii Andreievich drove either kneeling upright on 
the floor of the sleigh like the local peasants or sitting with his 
legs in Samdeviatov’s felt boots hanging over the side. 

In the afternoon when, as usual in winter, the day seemed on 
the point of ending long before sunset, Yurii Andreievich began 
to whip the horse mercilessly. It shot forward like an arrow. 
The sleigh pitched and tossed on the uneven road, like a ship 
in a storm. Lara and Katia were bundled up in their fur coats 
so that they could hardly move. Swinging around corners and 
bumping over ruts, they rolled from side to side and down into 
the hay like sacks, laughing themselves sick. Sometimes the 
doctor drove into the snowy banks on purpose, for a joke, and 
harmlessly tipped them all out into the snow. After being 
dragged for a few yards by the reins he stopped the horse, 
righted the sleigh, and was pummelled by Lara and Katia, 
who climbed back, scolding and laughing. 

“I’ll show you the place where I was stopped by the partisans,” 
the doctor told them when they were at some distance from the 
town, but he was unable to keep his promise because the winter 
bareness of the woods, the dead quiet, and the emptiness all 
around changed the country beyond recognition. “Here it is,” he 
soon shouted, mistaking the first of the Moreau & Vetchinkin 
signs, which stood in a field, for the one in the forest where he 
was captured. When they galloped past the second, still in its old 
place in the thicket at the Sakma crossroads, it was indistinguish¬ 
able from the dazzling lacework of hoarfrost that made the forest 
look like black and silver filigree, so that they never saw it. 

It was still daylight when they swept into Varykino, and as the 
Zhivagos’ house came first they stopped in front of it. They burst 
in like robbers, hurrying because it would soon be dark. But in¬ 
side it was dark already, so that Yurii Andreievich never saw half 
the destruction and abomination. Part of the furniture he remem¬ 
bered was still there; Varykino was deserted and there was no 
one to complete the damage. He could see no personal belong¬ 
ings; but as he had not been there when his family left he could 
not tell how much they had taken with them. In the meantime 
Lara was saying: 

“We must hurry. It will be dark in a moment. We haven’t time 
to stand about thinking. It we are to stay here, the horse must 
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go into the barn, the food into the hallway, and we must fix this 
room for ourselves. But I’m against it. We talked it all out before. 
It will be painful for you and therefore also for me. What was this 
room, your bedroom? No, the nursery. There’s your son’s crib. It 
would be too small for Katia. On the other hand, the windows 
are whole, there are no cracks in the walls or ceiling, and the 
stove is marvellous—I admired it last time I came. So if you insist 
on our staying here—though I am against it—I’ll get out of my 
coat and set to work at once. The first thing is to get the stove go¬ 
ing, and to stoke and stoke and stoke, we’ll have to keep it going 
all the time for at least twenty-four hours. But what is it, my dar¬ 
ling? You haven’t answered.” 

“In a moment. I’m all right. I’m sorry. . . . No, perhaps we’d 
better have a look at the Mikulitsyns’ house.” 

They drove on. 


5 

The Mikulitsyns’ door was padlocked. Yurii Andreievich 
wrenched off the lock together with its screws and splintered 
wood, and here again they rushed in hurriedly, going straight to 
the inner rooms without taking off their coats, hats, and felt 
boots. 

They were immediately struck by the tidiness of certain parts 
of the house, particularly of Mikulitsyn’s study. Someone must 
have been living here until recently, but who? Had it been any 
of the Mikulitsyns, where had they gone, and why had they put a 
padlock on the door instead of using their keys? Furthermore, if 
the Mikulitsyns had been here continuously for long stretches, 
wouldn’t the whole house have been tidy and not just some of 
the rooms? Everything spoke of an intruder, but who could it 
have been? Neither the doctor nor Lara worried about the mys¬ 
tery. They did not try to solve it. There were plenty of half-looted 
houses now, and plenty of fugitives. “Some White officer on the 
run,” they told each other. “If he comes we’ll make some arrange¬ 
ment.” 

Once again, as so long before, Yurii Andreievich stood spell¬ 
bound in the door of the study, so spacious and comfortable with 
its large, convenient table by the window. And once again he 
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thought that such austere surroundings would be conducive to 
patient, fruitful work. 

Among the outbuildings in the yard was the stable adjoining 
the barn, but it was locked and Yurii Andreievich did not bother 
to break in, since in any case it might not be fit to use. The horse 
could spend the night in the barn, which opened easily. He 
unharnessed the horse and when it had cooled down gave it 
water which he had got at the well. He had meant to give it the 
hay he had brought along, but it had been trampled to rubbish 
under their feet. Luckily, there was enough of it in the large loft 
over the barn. 

They lay down without undressing, using their fur coats for 
blankets, and fell into a deep, sound, blissful sleep, like children 
after running about and playing all day. 


6 

From the moment they got up, Yurii Andreievich kept glancing 
at the table standing so temptingly by the window. His fingers 
itched for paper and pen. But he put off writing until the evening, 
until after Lara and Katia would have gone to bed. Until then he 
would have his hands full, even if no more than two of the rooms 
were to be made habitable. 

In looking forward to the evening he had no important work 
in mind. It was merely that the passion to write possessed him. 

He had to scribble something. For a beginning, he would put 
down old unwritten thoughts, just to get him into trim. Later, he 
hoped, if he and Lara managed to stay on, there would be time 
for undertaking something new, important. 

“Are you busy? What are you doing?” 

“Stoking and stoking. What is it?” 

“I want a tub to wash the linen in.” 

“We’ll run out of logs in three days if we go on using them 
at this rate. I must have a look in our old woodshed, there might 
be some left—who knows? If there are, I’ll bring them over. I’ll 
do that tomorrow. A tub, you said. I’m sure I’ve seen one some¬ 
where, I can’t think where.” 

“So have I, and I can’t think where either. It must have been 
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somewhere it had no business to be, that’s why I forgot. Well, 
never mind. Remember, I’m heating a lot of water for cleaning 
up. What’s left I’ll use for laundering some of Katia’s and my 
things. You might as well give me your laundry too. We’ll have 
baths in the evening, when we’ve settled in, before we go to 
bed.” 

“Thank you. I’ll get my things now. I’ve moved all the heavy 
furniture away from the walls, as you wanted it.” 

“Good. I’ll use the dish-washing basin for the laundry, since we 
can’t find the tub. But it’s greasy, I’ll have to scrub it.” 

“As soon as the stove is properly stoked I’ll go through the rest 
of the drawers. I keep finding more things in the desk and the 
chest—soap, matches, paper, pencils, pens, ink. And the lamp on 
the table is full of kerosene. I am sure the Mikulitsyns didn’t have 
any, it must come from somewhere else.” 

“What luck! It’s our mysterious lodger. Just like something out 
of Jules Verne. But here we are gossiping again, and my water’s 
boiling.” 

They bustled and dashed about from room to room, their 
hands never still or empty for a moment, running into one an¬ 
other and stumbling over Katenka, who was always under their 
feet. She drifted about, getting in the way of their work and 
sulking when they scolded her. She shivered and complained 
of the cold. 

“These poor modern children,” thought the doctor, “victims of 
our gypsy life, wretched little fellow wanderers.” Aloud he said: 

“Cheer up, girl. You can’t be cold, that’s nonsense, the stove is 
red hot.” 

‘The stove may be feeling warm but I’m cold.” 

“Well then, you’ll have to be patient till this evening. I’ll get a 
huge blaze going and you heard Mama say she’ll give you a hot 
bath. And now you play with these—catch.” He got all Liberius’s 
old toys out of the chilly storeroom and dumped them on the 
floor, some whole, some broken, blocks, trains, and locomotives, 
boards with squares and pictures or numbers on them for games 
with dice and counters. 

“What can you be thinking of, Yurii Andreievich?” Katia pro¬ 
tested like a grownup. “They aren’t mine. And they are for a 
baby. I’m too big.” 
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But the next moment she had made herself comfortable in the 
middle of the rug and all the toys had turned into bricks for a 
house for Ninka, the doll she had brought from town. It was a 
much more sensible and settled home than any of the temporary 
lodgings in other people’s houses where she had spent most of her 
life. 

Lara watched her from the kitchen. “Look at that instinct for 
domesticity. It just shows, nothing can destroy the longing for 
home and for order. Children are more honest, they aren’t fright¬ 
ened of the truth, but we are so afraid of seeming to be behind 
the times that we are ready to betray what is most dear to us and 
praise what repels us and say yes to what we don’t understand.” 

“Here’s the tub,” said Yurii Andreievich, coming in out of the 
dark hallway. “It certainly wasn’t in its place. It was standing 
under the leak in the ceiling. I suppose it’s been there since last 
autumn.” 


7 

For dinner, Lara, who had started on the provisions they had 
brought and had cooked enough for three days, served an un¬ 
precedented feast of potato soup and roast mutton and potatoes. 
Katenka ate till she could eat no more, giggling and getting 
more and more naughty, and afterwards, warm and full, curled 
up in her mother’s shawl on the sofa and went to sleep. 

Larisa Feodorovna, hot and tired from the oven, almost as 
sleepy as her daughter, and pleased with the success of her cook¬ 
ing, was in no hurry to clear away the plates and sat down to have 
a rest. After making sure that Katenka was asleep, she said, 
leaning forward on the table, with her chin on her hand: 

“I’d slave and be happy if only I knew it was getting us some¬ 
where, if it wasn’t all for nothing. You’ll have to keep reminding 
me that we came here to be together. Keep cheering me up, 
don’t let me think. Because strictly speaking, if you look at it 
honestly, what are we doing, what is all this? We’ve raided some¬ 
one else’s house, we’ve broken in and made ourselves at home, 
and now we bustle around like mad so as not to see that this 
isn’t life, that it’s a stage set, that it isn’t real, that it’s all ‘pre¬ 
tend,’ as children say, a child’s game—just ridiculous.” 
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“But, darling, isn’t it you who insisted on our coming? Don’t 
you remember how long I held out against it?” 

“Certainly I did. I don’t deny it. So now I am at fault! It’s 
all right for you to think twice and hesitate, but I have to be 
logical and consistent all the time! You come in, you see your 
son’s crib, and you nearly faint. That’s your right, but I’m not 
allowed to be worried, to be afraid for Katenka, to think about 
the future, everything has to give way before my love for you.” 

“Larusha! Pull yourself together. Think. It’s not too late to go 
back on your decision. I was the first to tell you to take Komarov¬ 
sky’s plan more seriously. We’ve got a horse. If you like we’ll 
go straight back to Yuriatin tomorrow. Komarovsky is still 
there, we saw him—and incidentally I don’t think he saw us. I’m 
sure we’ll still find him.” 

“I’ve hardly said a word, and you sound annoyed. But tell me, 
am I so wrong? We might just as well have stayed in Yuriatin if 
we weren’t going to hide better than this. If we really meant to 
save ourselves we should have had a sensible plan, properly 
thought out, and that after all is what Komarovsky offered us. 
Disgusting as he is, he is a well-informed and practical man. We 
are in greater danger here than anywhere else. Just think!—alone 
on a boundless, wind-swept plain! If we were snowed under in 
the night we couldn’t dig ourselves out in the morning! Or sup¬ 
pose our mysterious benefactor, who visited this house, turns out 
to be a bandit and comes and slits our throats! Have you at least 
got a gun? I thought not! You see? What terrifies me is your 
thoughtlessness, and you’ve infected me with it as well. I simply 
can’t think straight.” 

“But what do you want? What do you want me to do now?” 

“I don’t know myself what to say. Keep me under your thumb 
all the time. Keep reminding me that I’m your loving slave and 
that it’s not my business to think or argue. Oh, I’ll tell you what. 
Your Tonia and my Pasha are a thousand times better than we 
are, but that isn’t the point. The point is that the gift of love is 
like any other gift. However great it is, it won’t thrive without a 
blessing. You and I, it’s as though we have been taught to kiss in 
heaven and sent down to earth together, to see if we know what 
we were taught. It’s a sort of crowning harmony—no limits, no 
degrees, everything is of equal value, everything is a joy, every- 
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thing has become spirit. But in this wild tenderness that lies in 
wait for us at every moment there is something childish, un¬ 
restrained, irresponsible. It’s a willful, destructive element, hos¬ 
tile to domestic happiness, such a love. It’s my duty to be afraid 
of it and to distrust it.” 

She threw her arms around his neck, struggling with tears. 

“Don’t you see, we are not in the same position. You were 
given wings to fly above the clouds, but I’m a woman, mine are 
given me to stay close to the ground and to shelter my young.” 

He was deeply moved by everything she said, but he didn’t 
show it, lest he give way to his emotions. 

“It’s quite true that there is something false and strained about 
this camp life we lead. You are perfectly right. But it isn’t we 
who invented it. This frantic dashing about from pillar to post is 
what is happening to everyone, it’s in the spirit of the times. 

“I’ve been thinking about it myself all day. I should like to do 
everything possible to stay here for some time. I can’t tell you 
how I’m longing to get back to work. I don’t mean farming. 
That’s what we were doing here before, we took it on as a family 
and we succeeded. But I wouldn’t have the strength to do it 
again. I’ve got something else in mind. 

“Things are gradually settling down. Perhaps one day they’ll 
start publishing books again. 

“This is what I was thinking. Couldn’t we come to an agree¬ 
ment with Samdeviatov—we’d have to give him profitable terms, 
of course—so that he should keep us here for six months at his 
expense, bn condition that I spend this time writing a book, say 
a textbook on medicine, or something literary, perhaps a collec¬ 
tion of poems. Or I might translate some famous classic. I’m good 
at languages. I saw an advertisement the other day, there’s a big 
publisher in Petersburg who is doing nothing but translations. 
I’m pretty sure this sort of work will have a value in terms of 
money. I’d be very happy doing something of that kind.” 

“I am glad you reminded me, I was also thinking of something 
like that today. But I have no faith in our future here. On the 
contrary, I have a foreboding that we’ll soon be swept away, 
somewhere even more distant. But so long as we still have this 
breathing space, I want to ask you a favor. Will you give up a 
few hours in the next few evenings and put down all the poems 
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I have heard from you at different times? Half of them you’ve 
lost and the rest you’ve never written down, and I’m afraid you’ll 
forget them and they’ll be lost altogether as you say has often 
happened before.” 


8 

At the end of the day they washed in plenty of hot water, and 
Lara bathed Katenka. Feeling blissfully clean, Yurii Andreievich 
sat down at the table before the window, his back to the room 
where Lara, wrapped in a bath towel and fragrant with soap, her 
hair twisted in a turban with another towel, was putting Katenka 
to bed and tucking her up. Enjoying the foretaste of concen¬ 
trated work, he took in what was going on around him with a 
happy, diffuse attentiveness. 

It was one in the morning when Lara, who had been pretend¬ 
ing, finally went to sleep. Her nightdress and Katenka’s, like the 
freshly laundered linen on the beds, shone clean and lacy. Even 
in those days, Lara managed somehow to get starch. 

The stillness that surrounded Yurii Andreievich breathed with 
happiness and life. The lamplight fell softly yellow on the white 
sheets of paper and gilded the surface of the ink inside the ink¬ 
well. Outside, the frosty winter night was pale blue. To see it 
better, Yurii Andreievich stepped into the next room, cold and 
dark, and looked out of the window. The light of the full moon 
on the snow-covered clearing was as viscid as white of egg or 
thick white paint. The splendor of the frosty night was inexpres¬ 
sible. His heart was at peace. He went back into the warm, well- 
lit room and began to write. 

Careful to convey the living movement of his hand in his 
flowing writing, so that even outwardly it should not lose in¬ 
dividuality and grow numb and soulless, he set down, gradually 
improving them and moving further and further away from the 
original as he made copy after copy, the poems that he remem¬ 
bered best and that had taken the most definite shape in his 
mind—“Christmas Star,” “Winter Night,” and a number of others 
of the same kind, which later were forgotten, mislaid, and never 
found again. 
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From these old, completed poems, he went on to others that 
he had begun and left unfinished, getting into their spirit and 
sketching the sequels, though without the slightest hope of finish¬ 
ing them now. Finally getting into his stride and carried away, 
he started on a new poem. 

After two or three stanzas and several images by which he him¬ 
self was struck, his work took possession of him and he felt the 
approach of what is called inspiration. At such moments the re¬ 
lation of the forces that determine artistic creation is, as it 
were, reversed. The dominant thing is no longer the state of 
mind the artist seeks to express but the language in which he 
wants to express it. Language, the home and receptacle of beauty 
and meaning, itself begins to think and speak for man and turns 
wholly into music, not in terms of sonority but in terms of the 
impetuousness and power of its inward flow. Then, like the cur¬ 
rent of a mighty river polishing stones and turning wheels by its 
very movement, the flow of speech creates in passing, by virtue 
of its own laws, meter and rhythm and countless other relation¬ 
ships, which are even more important, but which are as yet un¬ 
explored, insufficiently recognized, and unnamed. 

At such moments Yurii Andreievich felt that the main part of 
the work was being done not by him but by a superior power 
which was above him and directed him, namely the movement 
of universal thought and poetry in its present historical stage 
and the one to come. And he felt himself to be only the oc¬ 
casion, the fulcrum, needed to make this movement possible. 

This feeling relieved him for a time of self-reproach, of his 
dissatisfaction with himself, of the sense of his own insignificance. 
He looked up, he looked around him. 

He saw the two sleeping heads on their snow-white pillows. 
The purity of their features, and of the clean linen and the clean 
rooms, and of the night, the snow, the stars, the moon, surged 
through his heart in a single wave of meaning, moving him to 
a joyful sense of the triumphant purity of being. 

“Lord! Lord!” he whispered, “and all this is for me? Why hast 
Thou given me so much? Why hast Thou admitted me to Thy 
presence, allowed me to stray into Thy world, among Thy treas¬ 
ures, under Thy stars, and to the feet of my luckless, irrational, 
uncomplaining love, who fills my eyes with perpetual delight?” 
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At three in the morning Yurii Andreievich looked up from his 
papers. He came back from his remote, selfless concentration, 
home to reality and to himself, happy, strong, peaceful. Sud¬ 
denly the stillness of the open country stretching into the dis¬ 
tance outside the window was broken by a mournful, plaintive 
sound. 

He went into the unlit adjoining room to look through the 
window, but while he had been working the glass had frosted 
over. He dragged away the roll of carpet that had been pushed 
against the front door to stop the draft, threw his coat over his 
shoulders, and went out. 

He was dazzled by the white glow playing on the shadow¬ 
less, moonlit snow and could at first see nothing. Then the 
long, whimpering, deep-bellied howl sounded again, muffled by 
the distance, and he noticed four long shadows, no thicker 
than pencil strokes, at the edge of the clearing just beyond the 
gully. 

The wolves stood in a row, their heads raised and their muz¬ 
zles pointing at the house, baying at the moon or at its silver 
reflection on the windows. But scarcely had Yurii Andreievich 
realized that they were wolves when they turned and trotted 
off like dogs, almost as if they could read his thoughts. He lost 
sight of them before he noticed the direction in which they had 
vanished. 

“That’s the last straw!” he thought. “Is their lair quite close? 
Perhaps in the gully? How terrible! And Samdeviatov’s horse 
in the barn! They must have scented it.” 

He decided for the time being not to tell Lara, lest he upset 
her. Going back, he shut all the doors between the cold rooms 
and the heated part of the house, pushed rugs and clothes against 
the cracks to keep out the draft, and went back to his desk. The 
lamplight was bright and welcoming as before. But he was no 
longer in the mood to write. He couldn’t settle down. He could 
think of nothing but wolves and of looming dangers and com¬ 
plications of every kind. Moreover, he was tired. 

Lara woke up. “Are you still burning, my precious bright 
light?” she whispered in a husky voice heavy with sleep. “Come 
and sit beside me for a moment. I’ll tell you my dream.” 

He put out the light. 
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Another day went by like a dream. They had found a child’s sled 
in the house. Katenka, flushed bright red and bundled up in her 
coat, glided, shrieking with laughter, down the unswept paths 
from the snow-chute Yurii Andreievich had made for her by pack¬ 
ing the snow hard with his spade and pouring water on it. End¬ 
lessly, she climbed back to the top of the mound, pulling the sled 
by a string, her smile never leaving her face. 

It was freezing; the air was getting noticeably colder, but it 
was sunny. The snow was yellow at noon, with orange seeping 
into its honey color like an aftertaste at sunset. 

The laundering and washing that Lara had done the day be¬ 
fore had made the house damp. The steam had covered the 
windows with thick hoarfrost and left black streaks of damp on 
the wallpaper. The rooms were dark and cheerless. Yurii Andre¬ 
ievich carried logs and water and went on with his inspection of 
the house, making more and more discoveries, and he helped 
Lara with her endless chores. 

In the rush of some task or other their hands would meet and 
join, and then they set down whatever they were carrying, weak 
and giddy with the irresistible onslaught of their tenderness, all 
thought driven from their heads. And the moments went by until 
it was late and they both remembered, horrified, that Katenka had 
been left alone much too long or that the horse was unwatered 
and unfed, and rushed off, conscience-stricken, to make up for 
their omissions. 

Yurii Andreievich had not slept enough; there was a pleasant 
haze in his head, like tipsiness, and he ached all over with a nag¬ 
ging blissful weakness. He waited impatiently for the night, to go 
back to his interrupted writing. 

The preliminary part of the work was being done outside his 
consciousness, during the drowsiness that filled him and veiled 
his surroundings and his thoughts. The diffuse mistiness in which 
everything was enveloped marked the stage preceding the dis¬ 
tinctness of the final embodiment. Like the confusion of a first 
rough draft, the wearisome inactivity of the day was a necessary 
preparation for the night. 

Although he felt exhausted, nothing was left untouched, un- 
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changed. Everything was being altered and transformed. 

Yurii Andreievich felt that his dream of remaining in Varykino 
would not come true, that the hour of his parting with Lara was 
at hand; he would inevitably lose her and with her the will to live 
and perhaps life itself. He was sick at heart, yet his greatest tor¬ 
ment was his impatience for the night, his longing so to express 
his grief that everyone should be moved to tears. 

The wolves he had been remembering all day long were no 
longer wolves on the snowy plain under the moon, they had be¬ 
come a theme, they had come to symbolize a hostile force bent 
upon destroying him and Lara and on driving them from Vary¬ 
kino. 

The thought of this hostility developed in him and by evening 
it loomed like a prehistoric beast or some fabulous monster, a 
dragon whose tracks had been discovered in the ravine and 
who thirsted for his blood and lusted after Lara. 

The night came and once again the doctor lit the lamp on the 
table. Lara and Katenka went to bed earlier than the night be¬ 
fore. 

What he had written that night fell into two parts. Clean 
copies—improved versions of earlier poems—were set out in his 
best penmanship. New work was written in an illegible scrawl 
full of gaps and abbreviations. 

In deciphering these scribbles, he went through the usual dis¬ 
appointments. Last night these rough fragments had moved him 
to tears, and he himself had been surprised by some felicitous 
passages. Now these very passages seemed to him distressingly 
and conspicuously strained. 

It had been the dream of his life to write with an originality so 
discreet, so well concealed, as to be unnoticeable in its disguise 
of current and customary forms; all his life he had struggled for 
a style so restrained, so unpretentious that the reader or the 
hearer would fully understand the meaning without realizing how 
he assimilated it. He had striven constantly for an unostentatious 
style, and he was dismayed to find how far he still remained from 
his ideal. 

Last night he had tried to convey, by words so simple as to 
be almost childish and suggesting the directness of a lullaby, his 
feeling of mingled love and fear and longing and courage, in 
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such a way that it should speak for itself, almost apart from the 
words. 

Looking over these rough sketches now, he found that they 
needed a connecting theme to give unity to the lines, which for 
lack of it fell apart. He crossed out what he had written and be¬ 
gan to write down the legend of St. George and the dragon in the 
same lyrical manner. At first he used a broad, spacious pentam¬ 
eter. The regularity of the rhythm, independent of the mean¬ 
ing and inherent in the meter itself, annoyed him by its dog¬ 
gerel artificiality. He gave up the pompous meter and the 
caesura and cut down the lines to four beats, as you cut out use¬ 
less words in prose. The task was now more difficult but more 
engaging. The result was livelier but still too verbose. He forced 
himself to even shorter lines. Now the words were crammed in 
their trimeters, and Yurii Andreievich felt wide awake, roused, 
excited; the right words to fill the short lines came, prompted by 
the measure. Things scarcely named in the lines evoked concrete 
images. He heard the horse’s hoofs ringing on the surface of the 
poem, as you hear the ambling of a horse in one of Chopin’s bal¬ 
lades. St. George was galloping over the boundless expanse of 
the steppe. He could watch him, as he grew smaller in the dis¬ 
tance. He wrote in a feverish hurry, scarcely able to keep up with 
the words as they poured out, always to the point and tumbling 
into place of themselves. 

He had not noticed Lara getting out of bed and coming across 
to the table. She seemed very thin in her long nightdress and 
taller than she really was. He started with surprise when she 
appeared beside him, pale, frightened, stretching out her hand 
and whispering: 

“Do you hear? A dog howling. Even two of them, I think. Oh, 
how terriblel It’s a very bad omen. We’ll bear it somehow till 
the morning, and then we’ll go, we’ll gol I won’t stay here any 
longer.” 

An hour later, after much persuasion, she calmed down and 
fell asleep. Yurii Andreievich went outside. The wolves were 
nearer than the night before. They vanished even more swiftly 
and again before he could make out in which direction they 
went. They had stood in a bunch and he had not had time to 
count them, but it seemed to him that there were more of them. 
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It was the thirteenth day of their stay at Varykino. There was 
nothing new or different about it. The wolves, after having dis¬ 
appeared for a few days, had again howled in the night. Once 
again, mistaking them for dogs, and frightened by the omen, 
Larisa Feodorovna, just as before, announced that she was leav¬ 
ing the next day. Her usual balance was disturbed by attacks of 
anxiety, natural in a woman unused to pouring out her feelings all 
day long or to the luxury of unrestrained affection. 

The same scenes were repeated again and again, so that when 
that morning Lara, as she had done so many times before, be¬ 
gan to pack for the return journey, it was as if the thirteen 
days since their arrival had not existed at all. 

It was again damp and dark in the rooms, this time because 
the weather was overcast. It was less cold, and judging from the 
look of the dark, low clouds it would snow any moment. Yurii 
Andreievich was exhausted by the physical and mental strain of 
too many sleepless nights. His legs were weak and his thoughts 
were in a tangle; shivering with cold and rubbing his hands, he 
walked about from room to room, waiting to see what Lara would 
decide and what he would have to do in consequence. 

She did not know herself. Just then she would have given any¬ 
thing to exchange their chaotic freedom for a daily round, how¬ 
ever strenuous, but laid down once and for all, for work and 
obligations, so that they could live a decent, honest, sensible 
life. 

She began her day as usual by making the beds, sweeping, 
dusting, and cooking breakfast. Then she began to pack and 
asked the doctor to harness the horse; she had firmly resolved 
to go. 

Yurii Andreievich did not argue. It was mad to return to town, 
where the wave of arrests must have reached its peak, but it 
was equally mad to remain, alone and unarmed, in this winter 
desert with its own hazards. 

Besides, there was hardly an armful of hay left in the bam or 
the sheds. Of course, had it been possible to settle down for a 
long stay, the doctor would have scouted around looking for new 
ways of getting food and fodder, but it wasn’t worth it for a few 
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uncertain days. He gave up the thought and went to harness the 
horse. 

He wasn’t good at it. Samdeviatov had taught him how to do 
it, but he kept forgetting. Still, he managed it, though clumsily. 
He strapped the yoke to the shafts, wound the slack and knotted 
the end of the metal-studded strap around one of them, then, 
one leg braced against the horse’s flank, pulled the two ends of 
the stiff collar tight and fastened them. At last he led the horse 
to the porch, tied it, and went inside to call Lara. 

She and Katenka had their coats on and everything was packed, 
but Lara was in great distress. Wringing her hands and on the 
verge of tears, she begged him to sit down a moment and, throw¬ 
ing herself into a chair and getting up again, spoke incoherently, 
in a high-pitched plaintive singsong, stumbling over her words 
and repeatedly interjecting: “What do you think?” 

“I can’t help it, I don’t know how it’s happened, but you can 
see for yourself, we can’t possibly go now, so late, it will be dark 
soon, we’ll be caught in the darkness in your terrible forest. What 
do you think? I’ll do whatever you tell me to, but I simply can’t 
make up my mind to go, something tells me not to, but do 
whatever you think best. What do you think? Why don’t you 
say something? We’ve wasted half the day, goodness knows how. 
Tomorrow we’ll be more sensible, more careful. What do you 
think? How would it be if we stayed one more night? And to¬ 
morrow we’ll get up early and start at daybreak, at six or seven. 
What do you think? You’ll light the stove and write one more 
evening and we’ll have one more night here, wouldn’t that be 
lovely, darling, wonderful? Oh, God, have I done something 
wrong again? Why don’t you say something?” 

“You’re exaggerating. Dusk is a long way off, it’s quite early. 
But have it your way. We’ll stay. Only calm yourself, don’t be 
so upset. Come now, let’s take off our coats and unpack. And 
Katenka says she’s hungry. We’ll have something to eat. You are 
quite right, there would have been no point in going so suddenly, 
with so little preparation. But don’t be so upset, and don’t cry. 
I’ll light the stove in a moment. But before I do that, I might as 
well take the sleigh, since it’s at the door, and bring what’s left 
of the logs in our old woodshed; we’re entirely out. Don’t cry 
now. I’ll be back soon.” 
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Several sets of sleigh tracks led up to the woodshed of the 
Zhivagos’ house; Yurii Andreievich had made them on his earlier 
trips, and the snow over the threshold was trampled and littered 
from his last visit two days before. 

The sky, which had been cloudy since morning, had cleared. 
It was cold again. The old park came right up to the shed, stir¬ 
ring the doctor’s memories. The snow was deep that winter. It 
was piled high in front of the shed, which looked shrivelled and 
stooped, and the snow hung over the edge of the roof almost 
down to the doctor’s head, like the rim of a gigantic mushroom. 
Just above it, as though plunging a point of its crescent into the 
snow, stood the new moon, glowing with a gray blaze along its 
edge. 

Although it was early in the afternoon and full daylight, the 
doctor felt as if he were standing late at night in the dark forest 
of his life. Such was the darkness in his soul, such was his de¬ 
jection. The new moon shining almost at eye level was an omen 
of separation and an image of solitude. 

He was so tired that he could hardly stand. He threw the logs 
out of the shed onto the sleigh in smaller armfuls than usual; to 
handle the icy wood with snow clinging to it was painful even 
though he wore gloves. The work did not make him feel any 
warmer. Something within him had broken and come to a stand¬ 
still. He cursed his luckless fate and prayed God to spare the life 
of the beautiful, sad, humble, and simple-hearted woman he 
loved. And the new moon stood over the barn blazing without 
warmth and shining without giving light. 

The horse turned its head in the direction of the Mikulitsyns’ 
house and whinnied, at first softly, timidly, then louder, with 
assurance. 

“What’s that for?” Yurii Andreievich wondered. “It can’t be 
fright. A frightened horse wouldn’t neigh, and it wouldn’t be 
such a fool as to signal to the wolves if it had scented them, and 
so cheerfully, too. It must be looking forward to going home. 
Hold on a moment, we’ll soon be off.” 

He added chips for kindling to the logs, and strips of bark that 
curled like shoe leather, covered the load with sacking, lashed 
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it to the sleigh with a rope, and turned back, walking at the 
horse’s head. 

The horse neighed again, this time in answer to another horse 
neighing in the distance. “What can that be? Is it possible that 
Varykino is not as deserted as we thought?” It never occurred to 
him that they had guests or that the neighing came from the 
direction of Mikulitsyn’s house. He took the sleigh around the 
farm buildings, and since the house was hidden from him by 
snowy folds of land he did not see its front entrance. 

Taking his time—why should he hurry?—he stacked the wood 
and, unhitching the horse, left the sleigh in the barn. Then he 
took the horse to the stables, put it in the far stall where there 
was less draft, and stuffed the few remaining handfuls of hay into 
the rack of the manger. 

He felt uneasy as he walked home. In front of the porch stood 
a roomy peasant sleigh with a sleek black foal harnessed to it, and 
walking up and down beside it was an equally sleek, plump 
stranger, who gave the horse an occasional slap and had a look 
at its fetlocks. 

There were voices coming from the house. Neither wishing to 
eavesdrop nor close enough to hear more than an occasional 
word, Yurii Andreievich nevertheless involuntarily slowed down 
and suddenly stopped. He recognized the voice of Komarovsky 
talking to Lara and Katenka. They were apparently in the first 
room near the door. They were arguing, and, judging from the 
sound of her voice, Lara was upset and crying, now violently 
contradicting him and now agreeing with him. 

Something made Yurii Andreievich feel that just then Komarov¬ 
sky was speaking about him, saying something to the effect that 
he should not be trusted (“serving two masters,” he thought he 
heard), that it was impossible to tell if he were more attached 
to Lara or to his family, that Lara must not rely on him, because 
if she did she would be “running with the hare and the hounds” 
and would “fall between two stools.” Yurii Andreievich went in. 

As he had thought, they were in the first room on the right, 
Komarovsky in a fur coat reaching to his heels, Lara holding 
Katenka by her coat collar, trying to fasten it but not finding the 
hooks and shouting at her not to wriggle, and Katenka protesting: 
“Easy, Mama, you’ll choke me.” All three were standing in their 
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outdoor clothes, ready to leave. When Yurii Andreievich came 
in, Lara and Komarovsky rushed to meet him, speaking to¬ 
gether: 

“Where have you been all this time? We need you so badly!” 

“Hello, Yurii Andreievich. As you see, in spite of the rude 
things we said to each other last time, I’m with you once again, 
though you didn’t invite me.” 

“Hello, Victor Ippolitovich.” 

“Where on earth have you been?” Lara asked again. “Now lis¬ 
ten to what he says and decide quickly for both of us. There isn’t 
any time. We have to hurry.” 

“But why are we all standing? Sit down, Victor Ippolitovich. 
How do you mean, darling, where have I been? You know I went 
to get the wood, and afterwards I saw to the horse. Victor Ip¬ 
politovich, do sit down, please.” 

“Well, aren’t you amazed to see him? How is it you don’t look 
surprised? Here we were, regretting that he had gone away 
and that we hadn’t jumped at his offer, and now here he is, 
right under your very eyes, and you don’t even look surprised! 
But what is even more astonishing is what he has to tell us 
now. Tell him, Victor Ippolitovich.” 

“I don’t know what Larisa Feodorovna has in mind. One thing 
I must explain is this: I deliberately spread the rumor that I had 
left, but I stayed on to give you and Larisa Feodorovna more 
time to think over what we had discussed, and perhaps come to 
a less rash decision.” 

“But we can’t put it off any longer,” broke in Lara. “Now is 
the perfect time to leave. And tomorrow morning . . . But let 
Victor Ippolitovich tell you himself.” 

“One moment, Lara dear. Forgive me, Victor Ippolitovich. 
Why should we all stand about in our coats? Let’s take them off 
and sit down. After all, these are serious things we have to talk 
about, we can’t settle them in a minute. I am afraid, Victor Ip¬ 
politovich, our discussion has touched on something personal; 
it would be ludicrous and embarrassing to go into it. But the fact 
is that while I have never considered going away with you, Lara’s 
case is different. On the rare occasions when our concerns were 
not the same and we remembered that we were not one person 
but two, I have always told her that she ought to give your sug- 
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gestion more consideration. And in fact she has never stopped 
thinking about it, she has come back to it again and again.” 

"But only on condition that you come with us,” broke in Lara. 

“It is as difficult for you as it is for me to think of our being 
separated, but perhaps we ought to put our feelings aside and 
make this sacrifice. Because there’s no question of my going.” 

"But you haven’t heard anything yet, you don’t know . . . 
Listen to what Victor Ippolitovich says. . . . Tomorrow morn¬ 
ing . . . Victor Ippolitovich.” 

“Larisa Feodorovna is evidently thinking of the news I brought 
and have already told her. In the sidings at Yuriatin, an official 
train of the Far Eastern Government is standing under steam. 
It arrived yesterday from Moscow and is leaving for the East to¬ 
morrow. It belongs to our Ministry of Communications. Half the 
carriages are wagons-lits. 

“I have to go by this train. Several seats have been put at my 
disposal for my assistants. We could travel in great comfort. 
There won’t ever be another chance like this again. I realize that 
you are not in the habit of speaking lightly, you are not the man 
to go back on your decisions, and you have made up your mind 
not to go with us. But even so, shouldn’t you reconsider it for 
Larisa Feodorovna’s sake? You heard her say that she won’t go 
without you. Come with us, if not to Vladivostok, then at least 
as far as Yuriatin—and there we shall see. Only we must really 
hurry—there is not a moment to lose. I have a driver with me—I 
don’t drive myself—and there isn’t room for five of us in my 
sleigh. But I understand you have Samdeviatov’s horse—didn’t 
you say you had gone with it to get the wood? Is is still har¬ 
nessed?” 

“No, I have unharnessed it.” 

“Well then, harness it again as quickly as you possibly can. My 
driver will help you. . . . Though, come to think of it, why 
bother—let’s forget about your sleigh, we’ll manage with mine, 
we’ll squeeze in somehow. Only let’s hurry, for heaven’s sake. 
You only need to pack the most essential things for the journey 
—whatever comes to hand first. There’s no time to fuss with pack¬ 
ing when it’s a question of a child’s life.” 

“I don’t understand you, Victor Ippolitovich. You talk as if I 
had agreed to come. Go and good luck to you, and let Lara go 
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with you if she wishes. You needn’t worry about the house. I’ll 

clean it up and lock it after you've gone.” 

“What are you talking about, Yura? What’s all this nonsense 
you don’t even believe yourself? ‘Lara’s wishes’ indeedl As if you 
didn’t know perfectly well that I won’t go without you and I 
won’t make any decision on my own. So what’s all this talk about 
your locking up the house?” 

“So you are quite adamant?” said Komarovsky. “In that case, 
with Larisa Feodorovna’s permission I should like to have a cou¬ 
ple of words with you, if possible alone.” 

“Certainly. We can go into the kitchen. You don’t mind, dar¬ 
ling?” 


12 

“Strelnikov has been captured, condemned to death, and shot." 

“How horriblel Are you really sure?” 

“It’s what I’ve been told, and I am convinced it’s true.” 

“Don’t tell Lara. She would go out of her mind.” 

“Of course I won’t. That’s why I asked to speak to you alone. 
Now that this has happened, she and her daughter are in im¬ 
minent danger. You must help me to save them. Are you quite 
sure you won’t go with us?” 

“Quite sure. I’ve told you already.” 

“But she won’t go without you. I simply don’t know what to do. 
You’ll have to help me in a different way. You’ll have to pre¬ 
tend, let her think that you might be willing to change your 
mind, look as if you might allow yourself to be persuaded. I 
can’t see her saying goodbye and leaving you, either here or at 
the station at Yuriatin. We’ll have to make her think that you are 
coming after all, if not now, then later, when I’ve arranged 
another opportunity for you to come. You’ll have to pretend that 
you’ll be willing to do that. You’ll just have to convince her of 
this, even if you have to lie. Though this is no empty offer on 
my part—I swear to you on my honor that at the first sign you 
give me I’ll get you out to the East and I’ll arrange for you to 
go on from there anywhere you like. But Larisa Feodorovna must 
believe that you are at least coming to see us off. You’ll simply 
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have to make her believe that. For instance, you might pretend 
that you are going to get your sleigh ready and urge us to start 
at once, without waiting for you, not to waste any time—say 
you’ll catch up with us as soon as you are ready.” 

“I am so shaken by the news about Strelnikov that I can¬ 
not collect my wits. I have hardly taken in all you’ve said. But 
you are right. Now that they’ve settled accounts with him, we 
must conclude, things being as they are, that Larisa Feodorovna 
and Katia’s lives are also threatened. Either she or I will cer¬ 
tainly be arrested, so we’ll be parted anyway. It’s better that it 
should be you who separate us and take them off, as far away 
as possible. I am saying this, but it doesn’t make much differ¬ 
ence—things are already going your way. Probably in the end 
I’ll break down completely, and swallow my pride and my self- 
respect and crawl to you, and ask you for her, for my life, and 
for a sea passage to my family, and for my own salvation, and 
accept it all from your hands. But you must give me time to think 
about it. I am stunned by the news. I am so distressed that I 
can’t think or reason properly. Perhaps, by putting myself in 
your hands, I am making a disastrous mistake and it will appall 
me all the rest of my life. But I am so dazed and overcome that 
all I can do at the moment is to agree with you blindly and 
obey you helplessly. . . . Very well, then, for her sake I’ll go out 
now and tell her that I’ll get the sleigh ready and catch up with 
you, but in fact I shall stay behind. . . . There’s one thing, 
though. How can you go now, when it will soon be dark? The 
road runs through woods, and there are wolves. Watch out.” 

“I know. Don’t worry. I’ve got a gun and a revolver. I’ve 
brought a bit of liquor too, by the way, to keep out the cold. 
Would you like some? I’ve got enough.” 


13 

“What have I done? What have I done? I’ve given her up, re¬ 
nounced her, given her away. I must run after them. Lara! Lara! 

“They can’t hear. The wind is against me and they are probably 
shouting at each other. She has every reason to feel happy, re¬ 
assured. She has no idea of the trick I’ve played on her. 
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“She is thinking: It’s wonderful that things have gone so well, 
they couldn’t be better. Her absurd, obstinate Yurochka has re¬ 
lented at last, thank heaven, we are going to a nice, safe place, 
where people are more sensible than we are, where you can be 
sure of law and order. Suppose even, just to be annoying, he 
doesn’t come on tomorrow’s train, Komarovsky will send another 
to bring him, and he’ll join us in no time at all. And at the mo¬ 
ment, of course, he’s in the stable, hurrying, excited, fumbling 
with the harness, and he’ll rush after us full tilt and catch up 
with us before we get into the forest. 

“That’s what she must be thinking. And we didn’t even say 
goodbye properly, I just waved to her and turned back, trying 
to swallow my pain as if it were a piece of apple stuck in my 
throat, choking me.” 

He stood on the veranda, his coat over one shoulder. With his 
free hand he was clutching the slender wooden pillar just under 
the roof as if he meant to strangle it. His whole attention was 
concentrated on a point in the distance. There a short stretch of 
the road could be seen climbing uphill, bordered by a few 
sparse birches. The low rays of the setting sun fell on this open 
space, and there the sleigh now hidden by a shallow dip would 
appear at any moment. 

“Farewell, farewell,” he said over and over again in anticipa¬ 
tion of that moment; his words were breathed almost soundlessly 
into the cold afternoon air. “Farewell, my only love, my love 
forever lost. 

“They’re coming, they’re coming,” he whispered through dry, 
blenched lips as the sleigh shot like an arrow out of the dip, 
swept past the birches one after another, gradually slowing down, 
and—oh, joy!—stopped before the last of them. 

His heart thumped with such a wild excitement that his knees 
shook and he felt weak and faint, the whole of his body soft 
as cloth, like the coat slipping from his shoulder. “O God, is it 
Thy will to give her back to me? What can have happened? What 
is going on out there near the sunset? What can be the meaning 
of it? Why are they standing still? No. It’s finished. They’ve 
moved. They’re off. She must have stopped for a last look at the 
house. Or perhaps to make sure that I had left? That I was 
chasing after them? They’ve gone.” 
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With luck, if the sun didn’t go down first (he wouldn’t see 
them in the dark) they would flash past once again, for the last 
time, on the other side of the ravine, across the field where the 
wolves had stood two nights before. 

And now this moment also had come and gone. The dark red 
sun was still round as a ball above the blue snowdrifts along the 
horizon, flooding the plain with a juicy pineapple-colored light 
that the snow greedily sucked in, when the sleigh swept into 
sight and vanished. “Farewell, Lara, until we meet in the next 
world, farewell, my love, my inexhaustible, everlasting joy. I’ll 
never see you again, I’ll never, never see you again.” 

It was getting dark. Swiftly the bronze-red patches of sunset 
scattered on the snow died down and went out. The soft, ashy 
distance filled with a lilac dusk that turned to deep mauve, its 
smoky haze smudging the fine lacework of the roadside birches 
lightly traced on the pink sky, pale as though it had suddenly 
grown shallow. 

Grief had sharpened Yurii Andreievich’s senses and quickened 
his perception a hundredfold. The very air surrounding him 
was rare, unique. The winter evening was alive with sympathy, 
like a friendly witness. It was as if there had never been such a 
dusk before and night were falling now for the first time in order 
to console him in his loneliness and bereavement; as if the valley 
were not always girded by a panorama of wooded hills on the 
horizon but the trees had only taken up their places now, rising 
out of the ground in order to comfort him with their presence. 

He almost waved away the tangible beauty of the hour, like a 
crowd of persistent friends, almost saying to the lingering after¬ 
glow: “Thank you, thank you, I’ll be all right.” 

Still standing on the veranda, he turned his face to the shut 
door, his back to the world. “My bright sun has set,” he kept re¬ 
peating inwardly, as though trying to engrave these words in his 
memory. He did not have the strength to utter all these words 
aloud. 

He went into the house. A double monologue was going on in 
his mind, two different kinds of monologue, the one dry and 
businesslike, the other addressed to Lara, like a river in flood. 

“Now I’ll go to Moscow,” ran his thoughts. “The first job is 
to survive. I must not force myself to sleep. Instead, I must work 
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all through the night till I drop with exhaustion. Yes, and another 
thing, light the stove in the bedroom at once, there is no reason 
why I should freeze tonight.” 

But there was also this other inward conversation: "I’ll stay 
with you a little, my unforgettable delight, for as long as my arms 
and my hands and my lips remember you. I’ll put my grief for 
you in a work that will endure and be worthy of you. I’ll write 
your memory into an image of aching tenderness and sorrow. 
I’ll stay here till this is done, then I too will go. This is how I will 
portray you, I’ll trace your features on paper as the sea, after a 
fearful storm has churned it up, traces the form of the greatest, 
farthest-reaching wave on the sand. Seaweed, shells, cork, peb¬ 
bles, the lightest, most imponderable things that it could lift 
from its bed, are cast up in a broken, sinuous line on the sand. 
This line endlessly stretching into the distance is the frontier 
of the highest tide. That was how life’s storm cast you up on my 
shore, O my pride, that is how I’ll portray you.’’ 

He went in, locked the door behind him, and took off his coat. 
When he went into the bedroom, which Lara had tidied up so 
well and so carefully that morning and which her hurried pack¬ 
ing had again turned inside out, when he saw the disarranged 
bed and the things thrown about in disorder on the chairs and 
floor, he knelt down like a little boy, leaned his breast against 
the hard edge of the bedstead, buried his head in the bedclothes, 
and wept freely and bitterly as children do. But not for long. 
Soon he got up, hastily dried his face, looked around him with 
tired, absent-minded surprise, got out the bottle of vodka Ko¬ 
marovsky had left, drew the cork, poured half a glass, added 
water and snow, and with a relish almost equal in strength to the 
hopelessness of the tears he had shed drank long, greedy gulps. 

14 

Something unaccountable was going on in Yurii Andreievich. He 
was slowly losing his mind. Never before had he led such a 
strange existence. He neglected the house, he stopped taking 
proper care of himself, he turned night into day and had lost 
count of time since Lara had left. 

He drank vodka and he wrote about Lara; but the more he 
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crossed out and rewrote what he had written the more the Lara 
of his poems and notebooks grew away from her living prototype, 
from the Lara who was Katia’s mother off on a journey with her 
daughter. 

The reason for his revision and rewriting was his search for 
strength and exactness of expression, but they also followed the 
promptings of an inward reticence that forbade him to disclose 
his personal experiences and the real events in his past with too 
much freedom, lest he offend or wound those who had directly 
taken part in them. As a result, his feeling, still pulsing and warm, 
was gradually eliminated from his poems, and romantic morbid¬ 
ity yielded to a broad and serene vision that lifted the particular 
to the level of the universal and familiar. He was not deliberately 
striving for such a goal, but this broad vision came of its own ac¬ 
cord as a consolation, like a message sent to him by Lara from her 
travels, like a distant greeting from her, like her appearance in a 
dream or the touch of her hand on his forehead, and he loved this 
ennobling imprint. 

At the same time that he was working on his lament for Lara 
he was also scribbling the end of the notes he had accumulated 
over the years concerning nature, man, and various other things. 
As had always happened to him whenever he was writing, a 
host of ideas about the life of the individual and of society as¬ 
sailed him. 

He reflected again that he conceived of history, of what is 
called the course of history, not in the accepted way but by 
analogy with the vegetable kingdom. In winter, under the 
snow, the leafless branches of a wood are thin and poor, like the 
hairs on an old man’s wart. But in only a few days in spring 
the forest is transformed, it reaches the clouds, and you can hide 
or lose yourself in its leafy maze. This transformation is achieved 
with a speed greater than in the case of animals, for animals do 
not grow as fast as plants, and yet we cannot directly observe the 
movement of growth even of plants. The forest does not change 
its place, we cannot lie in wait for it and catch it in the act of 
change. Whenever we look at it, it seems to be motionless. And 
such also is the immobility to our eyes of the eternally growing, 
ceaselessly changing history, the life of society moving invisibly 
in its incessant transformations. 
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Tolstoy thought of it in just this way, but he did not spell it out 
so clearly. He denied that history was set in motion by Napoleon 
or any other ruler or general, but he did not develop his idea to 
its logical conclusion. No single man makes history. History can¬ 
not be seen, just as one cannot see grass growing. Wars and 
revolutions, kings and Robespierres, are history’s organic agents, 
its yeast. But revolutions are made by fanatical men of action 
with one-track minds, geniuses in their ability to confine them¬ 
selves to a limited field. They overturn the old order in a few 
hours or days, the whole upheaval takes a few weeks or at most 
years, but the fanatical spirit that inspired the upheavals is wor¬ 
shipped for decades thereafter, for centuries. 

Mourning for Lara, he also mourned that distant summer in 
Meliuzeievo when the revolution had been a god come down to 
earth from heaven, the god of the summer when everyone had 
gone crazy in his own way, and when everyone’s life had existed 
in its own right, and not as an illustration for a thesis in support 
of the rightness of a superior policy. 

As he scribbled his odds and ends, he made a note reaffirming 
his belief that art always serves beauty, and beauty is delight 
in form, and form is the key to organic life, since no living thing 
can exist without it, so that every work of art, including tragedy, 
expresses the joy of existence. And his own ideas and notes also 
brought him joy, a tragic joy, a joy full of tears that exhausted 
him and made his head ache. 

Samdeviatov came to see him. He brought him more vodka and 
told him of how Antipova and her daughter had left with Komar¬ 
ovsky. He came by the railway handcar. He scolded the doctor 
for not looking after the horse properly and took it back, unwill¬ 
ing to leave it for three or four more days as Yurii Andreievich 
wished, but promising to come back within the week, and per¬ 
sonally take him away from Varykino for good. 

Sometimes, after losing himself in his work, Yurii Andreievich 
suddenly remembered Lara as vividly as if she were before him, 
and broke down from tenderness and the sharpness of his loss. 
As in his childhood, when after his mother’s death he thought 
he heard her voice in the bird calls, in the summer magnificence 
of Kologrivov’s garden, so now his hearing, accustomed to Lara’s 
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voice and expecting it as part of his life, played tricks on him 
and he heard her calling, “Yurochka!” from the next room. 

He also had other hallucinations that week. Toward the end 
of it, he woke up in the night from a nonsensical nightmare about 
a dragon that had its lair underneath the house. He opened his 
eyes. A light flashed from the gully and he heard the crack and 
echo of a rifle shot. Strangely, a few moments after so unusual an 
experience, he went back to sleep, and in the morning told him¬ 
self that it had been a dream. 


15 

This is what happened a day or two later. The doctor had at 
last convinced himself that he must be sensible, that if he wished 
to kill himself he could find a quicker and less painful method. 
He promised himself to leave as soon as Samdeviatov came for 
him. 

A little before dusk, while it was still light, he heard loud 
crunching footsteps on the snow. Someone was calmly approach¬ 
ing the house with a firm, easy step. 

Strange! Who could it be? Samdeviatov had his horse, he 
would not have come on foot, and Varykino was deserted. 
"They’ve come for me,” Yurii Andreievich decided. “A summons 
or an order to go back to town. Or they’ve come to arrest me. 
No, there would be two of them and they would have trans¬ 
portation to take me back. It’s Mikulitsyn,” he thought joy¬ 
fully, imagining that he recognized the step. The stranger, still 
unidentified, fumbled at the door with its broken bolt, as if he 
had expected the padlock to be there; then he walked in con¬ 
fidently, certain of his way, opening the connecting doors and 
closing them carefully behind him. 

Yurii Andreievich had been sitting at his desk with his back 
to the door. As he rose and turned to face it he found the 
stranger already in the doorway, where he had stopped dead. 

“Whom do you want to see?” The doctor mechanically blurted 
out these conventional words without thinking, and was not 
surprised when there was no reply. 
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The stranger was a powerful, well-built man with a handsome 
face. He was dressed in a fur jacket and trousers, and warm, 
goatskin boots, and he had a rifle slung over his shoulder on a 
strap. 

Only the moment of his appearance took the doctor by sur¬ 
prise, not his arrival in itself. The traces of occupation in the 
house had prepared him for it. This, evidently, was the owner of 
the supplies he had found, which, as he knew, could not have 
been left by the Mikulitsyns. Something about him struck Yurii 
Andreievich as familiar, he felt he had seen him before. Neither 
did the caller look as astonished as might have been expected 
at the sight of Yurii Andreievich. Perhaps he had been told that 
the house was lived in, and even who was living in it. Perhaps 
he even recognized the doctor. 

“Who is he? Who is he?” The doctor racked his brains. 
"Where have I seen him, for heaven’s sake? Surely not ... A 
hot morning in May, God knows in what year. The station at 
Razvilie. The Commissar’s coach, promising nothing good. Cut- 
and-dried ideas, a one-track mind, harsh principles, and integrity, 
absolute integrity . . . Strelnikovl” 


16 

They had been talking for hours. They talked as only Russians 
in Russia can talk, particularly as they talked then, desperate 
and frenzied as they were in those anxious, frightened days. 
Night was falling, and it was getting dark. 

Apart from the nervous garrulousness that was common in 
those days, Strelnikov had some personal reason for talking 
ceaselessly. 

He went on and on, doing everything possible to keep the con¬ 
versation going, in order to avoid being alone. Was it his con¬ 
science he was afraid of, or the sad memories that haunted him, 
or was he tormented by that self-dissatisfaction which makes a 
man so hateful and intolerable to himself that he is ready to die 
of shame? Or had he made some dreadful, irrevocable decision 
and was he unwilling to remain alone with it and anxious to 
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delay its execution by chatting with the doctor and staying in his 
company? 

Whatever it was, he was evidently keeping to himself some 
important secret that burdened him, while pouring out his heart 
all the more effusively on every other subject. 

It was the disease, the revolutionary madness of the age, that 
at heart everyone was different from his outward appearance 
and his words. No one had a clear conscience. Everyone could 
justifiably feel that he was guilty, that he was a secret criminal, 
an undetected impostor. The slightest pretext was enough to 
launch the imagination on an orgy of self-torture. Carried away 
by their fantasy, people accused themselves falsely not only out 
of terror but out of a morbidly destructive impulse, of their own 
will, in a state of metaphysical trance, in a passion for self- 
condemnation which cannot be checked once you give it its 
head. 

As an important military leader who had often presided at 
military courts, Strelnikov must have heard and read any num¬ 
ber of confessions and depositions by condemned men. Now he 
was himself swayed by the impulse to unmask himself, to reap¬ 
praise his whole life, to draw up a balance sheet, while mon¬ 
strously distorting everything in his feverish excitement. 

He spoke incoherently, jumping from confession to confession. 

“This all happened near Chita. . . . Were you surprised at 
all the outlandish things you found in the drawers and cup¬ 
boards? All that comes from the requisitioning we did when the 
Red Army occupied eastern Siberia. Naturally, I didn’t bring 
it here all by myself. I’ve always had trustworthy, devoted people 
around me; life has been very good to me that way. These 
candles, matches, coffee, tea, writing materials, and so on all 
come from requisitioned military stores, partly Czech, partly 
English and Japanese. Odd, don’t you think? . . . ‘What do you 
think?’ was my wife’s favorite expression, I suppose you noticed. 
I couldn’t make up my mind whether to tell you when I ar¬ 
rived, but I might as well admit it now—I came to see her and 
my daughter. The message saying that they were here didn’t 
reach me till too late. That’s how I missed them. When rumors 
and reports reached me of your intimacy with her and the 
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name Dr. Zhivago was mentioned to me, for some inexplicable 
reason, out of the thousands of faces I’d seen in these years, I 
remembered a doctor of that name who had once been brought 
to me for questioning.” 

“And were you sorry you hadn’t had me shot?” 

Strelnikov ignored the question. Perhaps he had not even 
heard the interruption. Lost in his thoughts, he went on with 
his monologue. 

“Naturally, I was jealous—I’m jealous now, for that matter. 
What could you expect? ... I came to this district only a few 
months ago, after my other hide-outs farther east were un¬ 
covered. I was to be court-martialled on a trumped-up charge. 
It wasn’t difficult to guess the outcome. I wasn’t guilty. I 
thought there might be a hope of defending myself and clearing 
my good name at some time in the future, in more propitious 
circumstances. So I decided to disappear while I still could, 
before they arrested me, and hide for the present, lead a her¬ 
mit’s life, keep moving. Perhaps I would have succeeded if it 
hadn’t been for a young scoundrel who wheedled himself into 
my confidence. 

"It was while I was making my way westward across Siberia, 
on foot, keeping out of people’s way and starving. I used to sleep 
in snowdrifts, or in trains—there were endless rows of them 
standing buried in the snow all along the line. 

"Well, I came across this boy, a tramp, who said he had got 
away from a partisan shooting squad—they had lined him up 
with a lot of other condemned men, but he was only wounded, 
and he crawled out from under a pile of dead bodies and hid 
in the forest and recovered, and now he was moving from one 
hide-out to another, like me. That was his story, anyway. He 
was a good-for-nothing, vicious and backward; he had been 
kicked out of school because he was dull-witted.” 

The more details Strelnikov added to his description, the 
more certain the doctor felt that he knew the boy. 

“Was his name Terentii Galuzin?” 

“Yes.” 

“Then everything he said about the partisans and the shooting 
was true. He didn’t invent a word.” 

“The only good thing about him was that he was devoted to 
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his mother. His father had been shot as a hostage, and his 
mother was in prison, and the same thing was likely to happen 
to her. When he heard that, he made up his mind to do all he 
could to get her out. He went to the local Cheka, gave himself 
up, and offered to work for them. They agreed to give him a 
chance on condition he made some important betrayal. He told 
them where I was hiding. But fortunately I got away in time. 

"By a fantastic effort and after endless adventures, I got across 
Siberia and reached this part of the country. I am so well known 
here, I thought it was the last place they’d expect to find me; 
they wouldn’t suppose I’d have the nerve. And in fact, they 
went on for a long time looking for me around Chita, while I 
was hiding either in this house or in one or two others I knew 
were safe in the neighborhood. But now that’s out, they’re on 
my trail. Listen. It’s getting dark and I don’t like it because I 
haven’t been able to sleep for ages. You know what a torment 
that is. If any of my candles are still left—good, aren’t they, 
real tallow!—then let’s go on talking for a bit. Let’s go on talking 
for as long as you can stand it, right through the night, in 
luxury, by candlelight.” 

“The candles are all there. I’ve opened only one box. I’ve b#en 
using the kerosene, which probably you also left.” 

“Have you any bread?” 

“No.” 

“Then what have you been living on? But what a silly question! 
Potatoes, of course.” 

“That’s right. Any amount of those. The people who used to 
live here were good housekeepers, they knew how to store them, 
they’re all safe and sound in the cellar, neither rotten nor frozen.” 

Strelnikov suddenly switched to the revolution. 


17 

“None of this can mean anything to you. You couldn’t under¬ 
stand it. You grew up quite differently. There was the world of 
the suburbs, of the railways, of the slums and tenements. Dirt, 
hunger, overcrowding, the degradation of the worker as a huma« 
being, the degradation of women. And there was the world of 
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the mother’s darlings, of smart students and rich merchants’ sons; 
the world of impunity, of brazen, insolent vice; of rich men 
laughing or shrugging off the tears of the poor, the robbed, the 
insulted, the seduced; the reign of parasites, whose only distinc¬ 
tion was that they never troubled themselves about anything, 
never gave anything to the world, and left nothing behind them. 

“But for us life was a campaign. We moved mountains for 
those we loved, and if we brought them nothing but sorrow, 
they did not hold it against us because in the end we suf¬ 
fered more than they did. 

“But before I go on, I ought to tell you something. This is the 
point. You’ve got to leave Varykino, don’t put it off if you value 
your life. They are closing in on me, and whatever happens to 
me will involve you. You are implicated already by the very fact 
of talking to me now. And apart from everything else, there are 
a lot of wolves around here; I had to shoot my way out of the 
Shutma the other night.” 

“So it was you shooting.” 

“Yes. Of course, you heard me. I was on my way to another 
hide-out, but before I got there I saw by various signs that it 
had been discovered. The people who were there have probably 
been shot. I won’t stay long with you. I’ll spend the night and 
leave in the morning. . . . Well, I’ll go on if I may. 

“Of course, it wasn’t only in Moscow or in Russia that there 
existed these elegant Tverskaia Yamskaia Streets with young 
rakes in fancy hats and spats rushing about with their girls in 
cabs. That street, the night life of the street, the night life of 
the past century, and the race horses and the rakes, existed in 
every city in the world. But what gave unity to the nineteenth 
century, what set it apart as one historical period? It was the 
birth of socialist thought. Revolutions, young men dying on 
the barricades, writers racking their brains in an effort to curb the 
brute insolence of money, to save the human dignity of the 
poor. Marxism arose, it uncovered the root of the evil and it 
offered the remedy, it became the great force of the century. 
And the elegant streets of the age were all that, as well as the 
dirt and the heroism, the vice and the slums, and the proclama¬ 
tions and the barricades. 

“You can’t think how lovely she was as a 


child, a schoolgirl. 
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You have no idea. She had a school friend who lived in a tene¬ 
ment next door to us; most of the tenants were railway workers 
on the Brest line. It was called the Brest line in those days, it’s 
been renamed several times since. My father—he’s a member 
of the Yuriatin revolutionary court now—he was a track overseer. 
I used to go to that house and see her there. She was still a child, 
but even then, the alertness, the watchfulness, the restlessness of 
those days—it was all there, you could read it all in her face, 
her eyes. All the themes of the century—all the tears and the 
insults and the hopes, the whole accumulation of resentment 
and pride were written in her face and bearing, which expressed 
both girlish shyness and self-assured grace. She was a living 
indictment of the age. This is something, isn’t it? It’s predestina¬ 
tion. Something nature endowed her with, something to which 
she had a birthright.” 

“How well you speak of her. I too saw her in those days, just 
as you have described her. A schoolgirl, and yet at the same 
time the secret heroine of an unchildish drama. Her shadow on 
the wall was the shadow of helpless, watchful self-defense. That 
was how I saw her, and so I still remember her. You put it 
perfectly.” 

“You saw and you remembered? And what did you do?" 

“That’s another story altogether.” 

“Yes. Well. So you see, the whole of this nineteenth century 
—its revolutions in Paris, its generations of Russian exiles starting 
with Herzen, its assassinations of Tsars, some only plotted, oth¬ 
ers carried out, the whole of the workers’ movement of the 
world, the whole of Marxism in the parliaments and universi¬ 
ties of Europe, the whole of this new system of ideas with its 
newness, the swiftness of its conclusion, its irony, and its pitiless 
remedies elaborated in the name of pity—all of this was ab¬ 
sorbed and expressed in Lenin, who fell upon the old world as 
the personified retribution for its misdeeds. 

“And side by side with him there arose before the eyes of the 
world the vast figure of Russia bursting into flames like a light 
of redemption for all the sorrows and misfortunes of mankind. 
But why on earth am I telling you all this? To you it must be 
the tinkling of a cymbal—just words. 

“For the sake of this girl I studied and became a teacher, 
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and went to Yuriatin, which I did not know at that time. For 
her sake I devoured piles of books and absorbed a great mass 
of knowledge, to be available to her if she asked for my help. 
To win her back after three years of marriage, I went to war, 
and when the war was over and I returned from captivity, I 
took advantage of having been listed as dead, and under an as¬ 
sumed name plunged headlong into the revolution, to pay back 
in full all the wrongs that she had suffered, to wash her mind 
clean of those memories, so that it should not be possible to re¬ 
turn to the past, so that there should be no more Tverskaia- 
Yamskaias. And all the time they, she and my daughter, were 
next door, they were herel What an effort it cost me to resist 
the longing to rush to them, to see theml But I wanted to finish 
my life’s work first. Oh, what wouldn’t I give now for one look 
at them! When she came in it was as if the window flew open 
and the room filled with air and light.” 

“I know how much you loved her. But forgive me, have you 
any idea of her love for you?” 

"Sorry. What was that you said?” 

“I asked you, had you any idea of how much she loved you— 
more than anyone in the world?” 

“What makes you say that?” 

“Because she told me so herself.” 

“She said that? To you?” 

“Yes.” 

"Forgive me, I realize it’s an impossible thing to ask, but if 
it isn’t hopelessly indiscreet, if you can, will you tell me exactly 
what it was she said to you?” 

“Gladly. She said that you were the embodiment of what a 
human being should be, a man whose equal she had never met, 
that you were unique in your genuineness, and that if she could 
go back to the home she had shared with you she would crawl 
to it on her knees from the end of the earth.” 

“Forgive me, but if it isn’t intruding on something too intimate, 
can you remember the circumstances in which she said this?” 

“She had been doing this room and she went outside to shake 
the carpet.” 

“Sorry, which carpet? There are two.” 

“That one, the larger one.” 
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"It would have been too heavy for her. Did you help her?” 

“Yes.” 

"Each of you held one end, and she leaned far back throwing 
up her arms high as on a swing and turning away her face 
from the blowing dust and squinted her eyes and laughed? Isn’t 
that how it was? How well I know her ways! And then you 
walked toward each other folding up the heavy carpet first in 
two and then in four, and she joked and made faces, didn’t she? 
Didn’t she?” 

They stood up and went to different windows and looked out 
in different directions. After a time Strelnikov walked up to 
Yurii Andreievich, caught hold of his hands, pressed them to 
his breast, and went on as hurriedly as before: 

“Forgive me. I realize that I am touching on things that are 
dear and holy to you. But I should like to ask you more ques¬ 
tions, if you’ll let me. Only please don’t go away. Don’t leave 
me alone. I’ll be going soon myself. Just think—six years of 
separation, six years of inconceivable self-restraint. But I kept 
thinking that freedom was not yet wholly won. When I’d won 
it, I thought, my hands would be untied and I could belong to 
my family. And now, all my calculations have come to nothing. 
They’ll arrest me tomorrow. You are near and dear to her. Per¬ 
haps you’ll see her one day and . . . But what am I saying! 
I’m mad. They’ll arrest me, and they won’t let me say a word 
in my own defense. They’ll come at me with shouts and curses 
and gag me. Don’t I know how it’s done!” 


18 

At long last, Yurii Andreievich had a good sleep. For the first 
time in many nights he fell asleep the moment he lay down. 
Strelnikov spent the night; the doctor put him in the next 
room. The few times the doctor woke up and turned over or 
pulled the blankets up to his chin, he was conscious of the strong 
refreshment of sleep and he dropped off happily again at once. 
Toward morning he had several short, kaleidoscopic dreams of 
his childhood, so detailed and logical that he took them for 
reality. 
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He dreamed, for instance, that his mother’s watercolor show¬ 
ing a place on the Italian Riviera suddenly dropped from the 
wall, and he was aroused by a sound of breaking glass. He 
opened his eyes. “No, it can’t be that,” he thought. “It’s Antipov, 
Lara’s husband Strelnikov, scaring the wolves in the Shutma as 
Bacchus would say.” But no, what nonsense! It was the picture. 
There it was, lying in pieces on the floor, he assured himself, back 
in his dream. 

He woke up late, with a headache from having slept too long. 
For a time he couldn’t think who or where he was. 

Then he remembered: “Strelnikov is in here. It’s late. I must 
get dressed. He must be up by now. If not, I’ll wake him and 
make some coffee, and we’ll have it together.” 

“Pavel Pavlovich!” he called out. 

There was no answer. “He’s still asleep. He’s a sound sleeper, 
I must say.” He dressed unhurriedly and went into the next 
room. Strelnikov’s fur hat was on the table, but he was nowhere 
in the house. “Must have gone for a walk. And without his hat. 
Toughening himself up. I ought to be getting out of Varykino 
today, but it’s too late now. Again I’ve overslept, it’s the same 
thing every day.” 

He lit the kitchen range, picked up a bucket, and started to¬ 
ward the well. A few yards from the door, Strelnikov lay across 
the path with his head in a snowdrift. He had shot himself. The 
snow was a red lump under his left temple where he had 
bled. Drops of spurting blood that had mixed with the snow 
formed red beads that looked like rowanberries. 



CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


CONCLUSION 


1 

It remains to tell the brief story of the last eight or ten years of 
Zhivago’s life, during which he went more and more to seed, 
gradually losing his knowledge and skill as a doctor and a writer, 
emerging from his state of depression and resuming his work 
only to fall back, after a short flare-up of activity, into long 
periods of indifference to himself and to everything in the world. 
During these years the heart disease which he had himself 
diagnosed earlier but without realizing its gravity developed to 
an advanced stage. 

He went to Moscow at the beginning of the NEP, the most 
ambiguous and hypocritical of all Soviet periods. He was even 
thinner, more neglected, and more unkempt than when he went 
to Yuriatin after escaping from the partisans. In the course of 
his journey he had again gradually discarded those of his clothes 
that had some value, exchanging them for bread and a few 
worn old rags to cover his nakedness. So he had lived off his 
second fur coat and suit, and arrived in the streets of Moscow 
dressed in a gray sheepskin hat, puttees, and a worn-out army 
overcoat stripped of all its buttons like a convict’s uniform. In 
this getup he was indistinguishable from the countless Red 
Army men who thronged the stations and the streets and squares 
of the capital. 

He had not arrived alone. Following him wherever he went 
was a good-looking young peasant boy who was also dressed 
in old army clothes. They both turned up in the few surviving 
Moscow drawing rooms like those in which Yurii Andreievich 
had spent his childhood, where he was remembered and wel¬ 
comed with his companion (after tactful inquiries as to whether 
465 
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they had been to the baths—typhus was still raging) and in 
which he was soon told of the circumstances of his family’s 
departure from Russia. 

Both of them shied away from people, and their unsociability 
made them avoid going among people separately, for fear of 
becoming the center of attention and having to talk. Usually, 
when these two lanky figures made their appearance at any 
gathering of friends, they retired to some corner, where they 
could spend the evening in silence, without having to take part 
in the general conversation. 

Dressed in his rags and accompanied everywhere by the boy, 
the tall, gaunt doctor looked like a peasant Seeker after Truth, 
and his companion like a patient, blindly devoted, and obedient 
disciple. Who was his young companion? 


2 

Yurii Andreievich had made the last stage of his journey by 
train but had covered the earlier and much longer part on foot. 

The villages he went through looked no better than those he 
had seen in Siberia and the Urals, after running away from his 
captivity in the woods. Only then it had been winter, while 
now, at the end of the summer and the beginning of a warm, dry 
autumn, the weather made things easier. 

Half the villages he passed were deserted, the fields aban¬ 
doned and unharvested as after an enemy raid. Such were the 
effects of war—the civil war. 

For two or three days at the end of September his road fol¬ 
lowed the steep bank of a river. The river flowing toward him 
was on his right. On his left the wide, unharvested fields 
stretched from the road to the cloudbanks on the horizon. At 
long intervals they were interrupted by woods, for the most 
part oak, maple, and elm. The woods ran to the river in deep 
gullies, which dropped precipitously and cut across the road. 

In the unharvested fields the ripe grain spilled and trickled 
on the ground. Yurii Andreievich gathered it in handfuls, and 
at the worst, if he had no means of boiling it and making gruel, 



he stuffed it into his mouth and chewed it with great difficulty. 
The raw, half-chewed grain was almost indigestible. 

Never in his life had he seen such dark-looking rye, rusty, 
brown, the color of old gold. Usually, when it is harvested in 
time, its color is much lighter. 

These flame-colored fields blazing without fire, these fields 
silently proclaiming their distress, were coldly bordered by the 
vast, quiet sky, its face already wintry and shadowed by cease¬ 
lessly moving, long, flaky snow-clouds with black centers and 
white flanks. 

Everything was moving slowly, regularly—the flowing river, 
the road running by it, and the doctor walking along the road 
in the same direction as the drifting clouds. Nor were the rye 
fields motionless. Their surface was alive, they were astir with 
an incessant crawling that suggested something foul and repel¬ 
lent. 

Never had there been such a plague of mice. They had bred 
in unprecedented quantities. They scurried over the doctor’s 
face and hands and inside his sleeves and trousers at night, 
when he was caught by darkness and forced to sleep in the 
open, they raced across the road by day, gorged and teeming, 
and turned into squeaking, pulsing slush when they were trod¬ 
den underfoot. 

Shaggy village curs, turned wild, followed him at a respectful 
distance, exchanging glances as if to decide on the best moment 
to fall on him and tear him to pieces. They fed on carrion, did 
not disdain mice, and eyed Yurii Andreievich from afar, moving 
after him confidently as though waiting for something. For 
some reason they never ventured into the wood and, whenever 
he came near one, gradually fell back, turned tail, and vanished. 

The woods and the fields offered a complete contrast in those 
days. Deserted by man, the fields looked orphaned as if his 
absence had put them under a curse. The forest, however, well 
rid of him, flourished proudly in freedom as though released 
from captivity. 

Usually the nuts are not allowed to ripen, as people, and 
particularly village children, pick them green, breaking off whole 
branches. But now the wooded sides of hills and gullies were 



thick with rough, golden foliage dusted and coarsened by the 
sun. Festive among it were bulging clusters of nuts, three or 
four, as if tied together, ripe and ready to fall from the 
branches. Yurii Andreievich cracked and crunched them in 
quantity. He stuffed his pockets and his bag full of them; for a 
whole week he fed on hazelnuts. 

The fields appeared to him as something seen in the fever of a 
dangerous illness, and the woods, by contrast, in the lucidity of 
health regained. God, so it seemed to him, dwelled in the woods, 
while the fields echoed with the sardonic laughter of the devil. 


3 

At this point of his journey, Yurii Andreievich came to a de¬ 
serted, burned-out village. All the houses had stood in one row 
on the side of the road opposite the river. The strip of land be¬ 
tween the road and the edge of the steep riverbank had not 
been built on. 

Only a few houses, blackened by the fire, were still standing, 
but they too were empty, uninhabited. Nothing was left of the 
others but piles of charred rubble with black chimneys rising out 
of them. 

The cliffs facing the river were honeycombed with pits where 
the villagers had quarried rock for millstones; this had been 
their means of livelihood. Three such unfinished stones were 
lying on the ground in front of the last house in the row, one of 
the few that had remained standing. Like the others, this house 
was uninhabited. 

Yurii Andreievich went inside. It was a still afternoon, but the 
moment he entered it was as if a gust of wind burst into the 
house. Tufts of straw and hay slithered across the floors, rem¬ 
nants of paper flapped on the walls, and the whole place stirred 
and rustled. Like the countryside, it swarmed with mice which 
scampered off, squeaking, in all directions. 

He came out. The sun was setting behind the fields in back 
of the village. A warm, golden glow flooded the opposite bank, 
and its fading brilliance was reflected by pools and on bushes, 
some of which reached out into the middle of the stream. Yurii 
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Andreievich crossed the road and sat down on one of the mill¬ 
stones that lay on the grass. 

A fair, shaggy head came up over the edge of the bank, then 
shoulders, then arms. Someone was climbing up the cliff path 
with a bucket of water. Seeing the doctor, he stopped, still 
visible only from the waist up. 

“Would you like a drink of water? If you won’t hurt me, I 
won’t hurt you.” 

“Thank you. Yes, I’d like a drink. But come over here, don’t 
be frightened. Why should I hurt you?” 

The water carrier was a boy in his teens, barefoot, ragged, 
and dishevelled. 

In spite of his friendly words, he pierced the doctor with a 
worried, suspicious stare. For some reason the boy was strangely 
agitated. Finally, putting down his bucket, he rushed toward 
the doctor but stopped halfway, muttering: 

“It isn’t ... It can’t be ... I must be dreaming. Pardon 
me, comrade, if I ask you, but haven’t I seen you before? YesI 
Yes! Surely! You’re the doctor, aren’t you?” 

“And who are you?” 

“Don’t you recognize me?” 

“No.” 

“We were in the same train from Moscow, in the same car. 
They’d conscripted me for labor. I was in the convoy.” 

It was Vasia Brykin. He threw himself on the ground before 
the doctor, kissed his hands, and wept. 

The burned ruins were those of his native village, Vereten- 
niki. His mother was dead. When the village was destroyed, 
Vasia hid in a cave in the quarries, but his mother, thinking 
he had been taken off to town, went mad with grief and drowned 
herself in the river—that very river Pelga which flowed at the 
foot of the cliff where they were sitting and talking. His sisters 
Alia and Aria were said to be in an orphanage in another 
district, but he knew nothing certain about them. He went on 
to Moscow with the doctor, and on the way told him of many 
terrible happenings. 
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“That’s last winter’s corn going to waste in the fields. We’d just 
finished sowing it when our troubles began. It was after Aunt 
Polia went away. Do you remember Aunt Polia?” 

“No. I never even knew her. Who is she?” 

“You never knew Aunt Polia? She was with us in the train! 
Tiagunova. The one who was plump and fair, and looked you 
straight in the eye.” 

“That’s the one who was always braiding and undoing her 
hair?” 

“That’s it! The one with the pigtail, that’s the one!” 

“Yes, I remember her. Wait a moment, now I come to think 
of it, I met her later in a town in Siberia, we met in the street.” 

“You don’t mean it! You met Aunt Polial” 

“What’s the matter with you, Vasia? Why are you shaking my 
hands like a madman? If you’re not careful you’ll pull them off. 
And what are you blushing for, like a girl?” 

“Well, tell me quickly, how is she? Tell me.” 

“She was all right when I saw her. She spoke about you and 
your people. Didn’t she say she’d been staying with you, or 
have I got it wrong?” 

“Of course she did, of course she did. She stayed with us. 
My mother loved her like her own sister. She’s quiet and a good 
worker, very clever with her hands. We had plenty of every¬ 
thing in the house as long as she was living with us. But they 
made her life a misery in Veretenniki with all their talk. 

‘There was a man in the village called Rotten Kharlam. He 
was making up to Polia. He’s a slanderer, and he had no nose. 
She wouldn’t even look at him. He had a grudge against me for 
that. He spoke evil about me and Polia. In the end she left, she 
couldn’t stand it any more. And that was the beginning of all 
our troubles. 

‘There was a terrible murder near here. A widow who lived all 
by herself on a farm, up toward Buiskoie. Used to walk about 
in a man’s shoes with elastic straps. She kept a fierce dog 
chained to a long wire, which ran all around the house. Gorlan, 
she called it. She did all the work around the house and on 
the farm by herself, without any help. Well, last year the winter 
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came before anyone expected it. The snow was early, and the 
old woman hadn’t dug up her potatoes. So she comes to Vereten- 
niki and says, ‘Help me,’ she says, ‘I’ll pay you either in money or 
a share of the potatoes.’ 

“I said I’d do it, but when I got to the farm Kharlam was 
there, he’d taken the job on before me and she hadn’t bothered 
to tell me. Well, I wasn’t going to fight him about it, so we did 
the work together. It was wicked weather—rain and snow and 
mud and slush. We dug and we dug, and we burned the tops 
to dry the potatoes in the smoke. When we’d finished she set¬ 
tled with us, fair and square, and she let Kharlam go, but she 
gave me a wink as much as to say, I should stay on or come 
back later. 

“So I went back again and she said: ‘I don’t want to give up 
my surplus to the state. You’re a good boy,’ she says, ‘I know 
you won’t give me away. You see. I’m not hiding anything 
from you. I would dig a pit myself, but you see what it’s like 
outside. I’ve left it too late, it’s winter, I can’t manage by my¬ 
self. If you dig it for me, you won’t be sorry.’ 

“So I made the pit in the proper way for a hiding place, wide 
at the bottom and narrow at the top, like a jug, and we started 
a fire again and warmed and dried the pit with the smoke—all in 
a howling blizzard. Then we put the potatoes into the pit and the 
earth back on top. A very neat job it was. Of course, I didn’t 
say a word to a living soul, not even to my mother or my 
sisters. God forbid 1 

“Well, hardly a month went by before the farm was robbed. 
People coming past from Buiskoie said the door was wide open, 
and the whole place was cleaned out. No sign of the widow, 
and Gorlan had broken his chain and bolted. 

“A bit later still, there was a thaw just before the New Year. 
On St. Basil’s Eve it rained, so the snow got washed off the 
high ground, you could see the bare soil. Then Gorlan came back 
to the farm and found the place where the potatoes were buried, 
and started rooting up the earth. He dug and dug and threw the 
earth back, and there were the old woman’s feet sticking up 
out of the hole, in those shoes with elastic straps she used to 
wear—horriblel 

“Everyone in Veretenniki was sorry for the old woman. No 
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one suspected Kharlam, and can you blame them? It was un¬ 
thinkable. He wouldn’t have had the nerve. If he had done it, 
he would have run away, far from here. 

“The kulaks, in the village, were very pleased about the mur¬ 
der. Here’s a chance to stir up trouble, they thought. ‘See what 
those town people are doing to you,’ they said. ‘They did it on 
purpose to frighten you, so you wouldn’t hide your grain and 
bury your potatoes. And you think it’s bandits from the woods 
that killed her, fools that you are! Just you go on doing what 
the town people tell you. They’ve got a lot more up their sleeves, 
they’ll take everything, they’ll starve you out. If you want to 
know what’s good for you, then listen to us, we’ll teach you some 
sense. When they come to take away what you’ve earned by the 
sweat of your brow, tell them. We haven’t so much as a grain 
of rye, let alone surpluses. And in case of trouble, use your pitch- 
forks. And anyone who’s against the village had better look 
out!’ Well, the old fellows talked and held village meetings, and 
that was just what Kharlam wanted. Off he went to the town 
with his tale. ‘Fine goings on in the village,’ he says, ‘and what 
are you doing about it? A Poor Peasants’ Committee, that’s what 
we need. Give the word and I’ll have them all at each other’s 
throats in no time.’ Then he made off somewhere, and never 
showed up in our parts again. 

“What came after happened of itself. Nobody informed. No¬ 
body’s to blame. They sent Red Army men from the town, and 
they set up a court. And they started on me. That was because 
of what Kharlam had told them. I’d dodged the labor service. 
I’d run away. And I’d killed the old woman and stirred up the 
village, they said. They locked me up, but luckily I thought to 
pull up one of the floor boards and get away. I hid in a cave 
in the old quarry. The village was burned over my head—I never 
saw it, and my own mother drowned herself in a hole in the ice 
and I never knew. It all happened by itself. They’d put the Red 
Army men in a house by themselves and given them liquor, 
and they all got dead drunk. In the night the house happened 
to catch fire, and the fire spread to the other houses, from one 
to the next. Our village people, when it started, jumped out 
of their houses and ran away. But the people from town—mind 
you, nobody set fire to them—naturally, they were all burned to 
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death. Nobody told our people to run away or to stay away 
from their burned-out homes, but they were afraid that some¬ 
thing else would happen. The kulaks spread a rumor that every 
tenth man would be shot. When I came out of the cave, they’d 
all gone, I didn’t find a soul, they’re wandering around some¬ 
where.” 


5 

The doctor and Vasia arrived in Moscow in the spring of 1922 at 
the beginning of the NEP. The weather was fine and warm. 
Sunshine glancing off the golden domes of the Church of the 
Saviour played on the square below where grass was growing 
in the cracks between the paving stones. 

The ban on private enterprise had been lifted and trade 
within certain narrow limits was allowed. Deals were made 
on the scale of the turnover of a rag-and-bone merchant in a 
flea market; their pettiness led to speculation and abuses. No 
new wealth was created by these transactions and they did 
nothing to relieve the squalor of the town, but fortunes were 
made out of the futile reselling of goods already sold a dozen 
times over. 

The owners of several modest private libraries got down their 
books from their shelves and collected them all in one place. 
They notified the Town Soviet of their wish to start a co-opera¬ 
tive bookshop. They applied for premises and obtained the use 
of some shoestore or flower shop, which had been empty and 
closed down since the first days of the revolution, and there they 
sold out their small haphazard collections. 

Professors’ wives who, when times had been hard before, had 
secretly baked white rolls and sold them in defiance of the 
regulations, now sold them openly at some bicycle repair shop 
or other which had been requisitioned and left unused all these 
years. They changed sides, accepted the revolution, and no 
longer used their genteel language. 

In Moscow Yurii Andreievich said: 

“You’ll have to work at something, Vasia.” 

“I’d like to study.” 
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“That goes without saying.” 

“Another thing I want to do is draw my mother’s picture 
from memory.” 

“That’s a good idea too. But for that you’d have to know how 
to draw. Have you ever tried?” 

“When I was apprenticed to my uncle I used to play around 
with charcoal when he wasn’t looking.” 

“Well, why not? We’ll see what can be done.” 

Vasia did not show any great talent for drawing but he had 
enough aptitude to enter a school of industrial design. With the 
help of his friends, Yurii Andreievich got him into what had 
been the Stroganov Institute, where he first took a course in 
general subjects and then specialized in printing, binding, and 
book design. 

The doctor and Vasia combined their efforts. The doctor wrote 
booklets on various subjects and Vasia set them up and printed 
them in small editions, as part of his training at the Institute. 
They were then distributed through the secondhand bookshops 
that had been recently opened by their friends. 

These booklets contained Yurii Andreievich’s philosophy, his 
views on medicine, his definitions of health and sickness, re¬ 
flections on the doctrine of evolution, his theory of individuality 
as the biological basis of the organism, and thoughts about re¬ 
ligion and history (which had much in common with those 
of his uncle and Sima), as well as his poems, short stories, and 
sketches of the Pugachev country he had visited. 

They were written in an easy conversational style but were 
anything but works of popularization, since they advanced opin¬ 
ions that were controversial, hypothetical, and untested, though 
always lively and original. The booklets found an easy sale 
among collectors. 

In those days everything became a specialty, including versi¬ 
fication and the art of translation; theoretical studies were writ¬ 
ten on all possible subjects, and institutes were founded right 
and left. There arose all sorts of Palaces of Thought, Academies 
of Artistic Ideas. Yurii Andreievich acted as medical consultant 
to half of these pseudo-cultural institutions. 

For a long time he and Vasia remained friends and lived to¬ 
gether. During that period they moved from one dilapidated 
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place to another, each uninhabitable and uncomfortable in a 
different way. 

Immediately on arriving in Moscow, Yurii Andreievich had 
revisited his old home in Sivtsev Vrazhok. He was told that his 
family had not stayed there when they returned to Moscow. 
After their deportation, the rooms registered in their name had 
been given to new tenants and there was not a sign of their 
belongings. Yurii Andreievich himself was avoided by his former 
neighbors, who regarded him as dangerous to know. 

Markel was no longer there. He had gone up in the world and 
had been appointed house manager at Flour Town. The mana¬ 
ger’s flat had been put at his disposal, but he preferred the old 
porter’s lodge, which had floors of beaten earth but which also 
had running water and an enormous Russian stove. All the pipes 
and radiators in the buildings burst in the cold weather, but the 
porter’s lodge was always warm and dry, and the water did not 
freeze. 

There came a time when the friendship between Yurii An¬ 
dreievich and Vasia cooled. Vasia had developed remarkably. 
He no longer thought or spoke like the ragged, barefoot, di¬ 
shevelled boy from Veretenniki. The obviousness, the self-evi¬ 
dence of the truths proclaimed by the revolution attracted him 
increasingly, and the doctor’s language, with its obscurities and 
its imagery, now struck him as the voice of error, doomed, con¬ 
scious of its weakness and therefore evasive. 

The doctor was making calls on various government depart¬ 
ments. He was trying to obtain the political rehabilitation of his 
family and permission for them to return to Russia. At the same 
time he applied for a foreign passport for himself and permis¬ 
sion to bring his family back from Paris. 

Vasia was astonished at how lukewarm and half-hearted his 
efforts were. Yurii Andreievich seemed always to be in a hurry 
to decide that he was not getting anywhere, and he spoke 
with too much conviction and almost with satisfaction of the 
futility of undertaking anything further. 

Vasia found fault with him more and more often, and al¬ 
though Yurii Andreievich did not take offense at being justly 
criticized, his relationship with Vasia gradually deteriorated. 
Finally their friendship broke up, and they parted company. 
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The doctor left the room that they had shared to Vasia and 
moved to Flour Town, where Markel was all-powerful and had 
set aside for him a comer at the back of what had been the 
Sventitskys’. It consisted of a derelict bathroom, a room with a 
single window adjoining it, and the dilapidated, crumbling 
kitchen and back entrance. After he had moved in, Yurii Andreie- 
vich gave up medicine, neglected himself, stopped seeing his 
friends, and lived in great poverty. 


6 

It was a gray Sunday in winter. Smoke was rising in columns 
from the roofs and in thin black streams from the windows, 
which, in spite of the regulations, were still used as outlets for 
the metal pipes of stoves. The amenities of town life had still 
not been restored. The tenants of Flour Town went about un¬ 
washed and suffered from boils and colds. 

As on every Sunday, Markel Shchapov and his family were 
all at home. 

They were having dinner at a large kitchen table. At this 
same table in days gone by, at the time of the bread rationing, 
all the tenants’ coupons were collected and cut, snipped, 
counted, sorted, and wrapped in pieces of paper or tied into 
bundles according to their category before being taken to the 
baker’s at dawn; and here too, later on in the morning, the loaves 
were cut and broken and crumbled to make up each tenant’s 
apportioned weight. But all this was now only a memory. Food 
rationing had been replaced by other forms of control, and the 
Shchapovs at their midday meal ate their fill and champed 
and chewed with relish. 

Half the room was taken up by the broad Russian stove, which 
stood in the middle and had bedding on its flat top and quilts 
hanging down over the sides. 

Near the entrance was a faucet, and here the pipes were not 
frozen. Benches ran down two sides of the room; under them 
were kept the family belongings in trunks and bundles. The 
table was on the left and had a plate rack fixed above it. 

The room was very hot. The stove was going full blast. In 
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front of it stood Markel’s wife Agafia; her sleeves were rolled 
up above her elbows and she was using a long pair of tongs to 
move the pots inside the oven, crowding them together or spac¬ 
ing them out according to need. Her sweating face was in turn 
lit by the blaze in the oven and misted over by steam. Pushing 
the pots to one side, she pulled out from behind them a pastry 
on an iron sheet, flipped it over, and put it back to brown. Yurii 
Andreievich came in with two buckets. 

“Good appetite.” 

“Make yourself at home. Sit down and have dinner with us.” 

“Thank you, I’ve had mine.” 

“We know what you call dinner. Why don’t you sit down 
and have something hot? You needn’t turn up your nose at it— 
it’s good stuff, baked potatoes, pie with kasha.” 

“No thanks, really. . . . I’m sorry to keep on opening the door 
and letting in the cold. I want to take up as much water as I 
can. I’ve cleaned the bathtub, now I’m filling that and the wash 
tubs. I’ll come in half a dozen times and then I won’t trouble 
you again for a long time. Forgive me for bothering you 
like this, but I can’t get water anywhere else.” 

“Help yourself. If you asked for syrup, we haven’t got any, 
but there’s plenty of water. Take as much as you like, we won’t 
even charge you for it!” 

They all laughed. 

When Yurii Andreievich came for the third time to fill his 
fifth and sixth buckets, the tone had changed. 

“My sons-in-law have been asking me who you are. I told 
them but they don’t believe me. You go on running the water, 
don’t mind me. Only don’t slop it on the floor, clumsy! Don’t 
you see, you’ve splashed some in the doorway. If it freezes over 
I can’t see you coming to hack it up with a crowbar. And 
shut the door properly, you oaf, there’s a draft coming in. Yes, 
so I was telling them who you are but they won’t believe it. The 
money that was spent on you! All that learning, and where has 
it got you, I’d like to know?” 

When Yurii Andreievich came in for the fifth or sixth time, 
Markel frowned. 

“Just once more and that’s that. There’s a limit to everything, 
old man. If our little Marina didn’t keep sticking up for you, 
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I’d lock the door, no matter how high-born you are. You remem¬ 
ber our Marina, don’t you? There she is, the dark one at the end 
of the table. She’s gone all red, look. ‘Don’t hurt his feelings, 
Dad,’ she keeps telling me. As if anybody wants to hurt your 
feelings. She’s a telegrapher at the Central Post Office—she 
knows foreign languages. ‘He’s unfortunate,’ she says. She’s so 
sorry for you, she’d go through fire and water for you! As if I’m 
to blame that you’re a poor fish! You shouldn’t have run away 
to Siberia, leaving your house at a bad time. It’s your own 
fault. Look at us here—we sat it out through the famine and 
the White blockade, we didn’t flinch—so here we are, safe and 
sound. Blame yourself. If you’d taken proper care of Tonia, she 
wouldn’t be traipsing abroad now. Well, it’s your business, what 
do I care. Only what I’d like to know, begging your pardon, is 
what do you want with all this water? Hired yourself out to 
make a skating rink or something? You and your water! I can’t 
even get mad at you, you’re such a wet rag!” 

Again they all laughed. Marina, however, looked around 
angrily, flared up, and began to chide them. Yurii Andreievich 
was astonished by the sound of her voice, though he could not 
as yet have said why. 

“There’s a lot of cleaning to be done in the house, Markel. 
I’ve got to scrub the floors and wash some of my things as well.” 

The Shchapovs were amazed. 

“Aren’t you ashamed of yourself, saying such things, let alone 
doing them? You’ll be starting a Chinese laundry next.” 

“Let me send my daughter up,” said Agafia. “She’ll do your 
washing and scrubbing, and your mending, if there is any. You 
don’t need to be afraid of him, my dear. You can see how well 
brought up he is, he wouldn’t hurt a fly.” 

“What an idea, Agafia Tikhonovna! I wouldn’t dream of let¬ 
ting Marina do my scrubbing. Why on earth should she dirty 
her hands for me? I’ll manage all right.” 

“You can dirty your hands and I can’t, is that it?” Marina 
broke in. “Why are you so difficult, Yurii Andreievich? Would you 
really drive me out if I came up to see you?” 

Marina could have been a singer. She had a pure, well- 
modulated voice of great range and strength. She did not speak 
loudly, but her voice gave the impression of being stronger than 
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was needed for ordinary conversation; it seemed to have a life 
of its own, as though it did not belong to her. It seemed to come 
from behind her back or from the next room. This voice was her 
protection, her guardian angel; no one could wish to hurt or dis¬ 
tress a woman with such a voice. 

It was from this water-carrying on a Sunday that a friendship 
sprang up between the doctor and Marina. She would often 
come and help him with his housework. One day she stayed 
with him and did not again go back to the lodge. Thus she be¬ 
came Yurii Andreievich’s third wife, though he was not divorced 
from the first, and they did not register their marriage. They 
had children. Markel and Agafia spoke of their daughter, not 
without pride, as the doctor’s wife. Her father grumbled that 
there had never been a proper wedding either in church or at the 
registry, but his wife said: “Are you out of your mind? With 
Tonia still alive, that would be bigamy.”—“It’s you that’s stupid,” 
said Markel. “What’s Tonia got to do with it? It’s just the same 
as if she were dead. There’s no law to protect her.” 

Yurii Andreievich sometimes said jokingly that theirs was a 
romance in twenty buckets, as you might have a novel in twenty 
chapters. 

Marina forgave the doctor his eccentricities, the dirt and dis¬ 
order he made in the house, his moods and his fancies; they 
were those of a man who was letting himself go and knew it. 
She bore with his grumbling, his tempers, and his nerves. 

Her devotion went even further. At times they were destitute 
through his fault, and in order not to leave him alone at such 
moments she would give up her own job at the post office, 
where her work was so highly thought of that she was always 
taken back after her enforced absence. In obedience to Yurii 
Andreievich’s whim, she would go out with him, doing odd 
jobs from house to house. They chopped wood for a good many 
of the tenants on the different floors. Some of them, particularly 
speculators who had made fortunes at the beginning of the 
NEP and artists and scholars who were close to the government, 
were setting up house on a comfortable scale. One day Yurii 
Andreievich and Marina, stepping carefully in their felt boots 
so as not to dirty the carpet with sawdust, were carrying wood 
into the study of a tenant who remained insultingly engrossed 
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in something he was reading and did not honor them with so 
much as a glance. It was his wife who gave the orders and who 
paid them. 

“What has the pig got his nose in?” the doctor wondered. The 
scholar was scribbling furiously in the margins of his book. As 
he passed him with a bundle of logs, Yurii Andreievich glanced 
over his shoulder. On the desk lay a pile of the early editions of 
the booklets that he had written and Vasia had printed. 

7 

Yurii Andreievich and Marina were now living in Spiridonovka 
Street, and Gordon had a room in Malaia Bronnaia Street near 
by. Marina and the doctor had two daughters, Kapka (Capito¬ 
lina), who was five years old, and the baby Klazhka (Claudia), 
who was only six months. 

The early summer of 1929 was very hot. People who lived in 
the same neighborhood would go to see each other, hatless and 
in their shirtsleeves. 

Gordon’s room was part of a curious structure, which had 
once been the premises of a fashionable tailor. The shop had 
been on two floors, connected by a spiral staircase, and both 
looking out onto the street through one large plate-glass win¬ 
dow, on which the tailor’s name and occupation were traced 
in gold letters. 

The premises were now divided into three. By means of floor 
boards an extra room had been fitted into the space between 
the lower and the upper levels. It had what was, for a living 
room, a curious window, about three feet high, starting at floor 
level and with part of the gold letters remaining. From outside 
through the gaps in the lettering, anyone in the room could be 
seen up to the knees. This was Gordon’s room. With him at the 
moment were Zhivago, Dudorov, Marina, and the children, who, 
unlike the grownups, were entirely visible through the glass. 
Marina soon left with the little girls, and the three men remained 
alone. 

They were having one of those unhurried, lazy summer con¬ 
versations that go on between men who were at school together 
and have many years of friendship behind them. 
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To carry on a conversation naturally and intelligently, a man 
must have an adequate supply of words. Of the three, only Yurii 
Andreievich answered this requirement. 

The other two were always at a loss for an expression. They 
did not possess the gift of eloquence. At a loss for words, they 
paced up and down, puffed at their cigarettes, gesticulated, 
and repeated themselves. (“That, plainly, is dishonest, old manl 
Dishonest, yes, yes, that’s what it is, dishonest.”) 

They were unaware that such dramatic excesses, far from 
showing their warmth and breadth of character, expressed in¬ 
tellectual poverty. 

Both Gordon and Dudorov moved among cultured academi¬ 
cians, they spent their lives among good books, good thinkers, 
good composers and good music, which was as good yesterday 
as today (but always good!), and they did not know that the 
misfortune of having average taste is a great deal worse than the 
misfortune of having no taste at all. 

Neither Dudorov nor Gordon realized that even their ad¬ 
monitions to Zhivago were prompted less by a friendly wish to 
influence his conduct than by their inability to think with free¬ 
dom and to guide the conversation at will. Like a runaway cart, 
the conversation took them where they did not want to go. Un¬ 
able to steer it, they were bound, sooner or later, to bump into 
something, and to be hit. And so, in their sermonizing, time and 
again they got off their tracks. 

To Zhivago, their unconscious motives, their artificial emo¬ 
tionalism, and their strained reasoning were transparent. But he 
could hardly say to them: “Dear friends, how desperately com¬ 
monplace you are—you and your circle, the names and the 
authorities you always quote, their glamour and art which you 
so much admire! The only bright and vital thing about you is 
that you are my contemporaries and friends!” How could any¬ 
one confess to such a thought? So, in order to spare their feel¬ 
ings, he listened meekly. 

Dudorov had recently come back from his first deportation. 
His civil rights had been restored, and he had been allowed 
to resume his regular work at the university. 

Now he was telling his friends about his experiences as a 
deportee. He spoke sincerely and without hypocrisy. He was 
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not motivated by fear; he really believed in what he was saying. 

He said that the arguments of the prosecution, his treatment 
in prison and after he came out, and particularly his private 
talks with the examining judge had “aired” his brains, re-edu¬ 
cated him politically, opened his eyes to many things he had 
not seen before, and made him more mature as a person. 

These reflections appealed to Gordon just because they were 
so hackneyed. He nodded his head with sympathy and agreed 
with Dudorov in everything. It was the very triteness of the feel¬ 
ings and expressions that moved him most; he mistook Dudorov’s 
reflection of prescribed feeling for a genuine expression of 
humanity. 

Dudorov’s pious platitudes were in the spirit of the times. 
But it was precisely their conformism, their transparent sanc¬ 
timoniousness, that exasperated Yurii Andreievich. Men who are 
not free, he thought, always idealize their bondage. So it was 
in the Middle Ages, and later the Jesuits always exploited this 
human trait. Zhivago could not bear the political mysticism of 
the Soviet intelligentsia, though it was the very thing they re¬ 
garded as their highest achievement, or as it would have been 
called in those days, “the spiritual ceiling of the age.” But this 
he also kept to himself in order not to hurt the feelings of his 
friends. 

What did interest him in Dudorov’s story was his account of 
a cellmate of his, Bonifatii Orletsov, a follower of Tikhon, the 
Patriarch of Moscow. Orletsov had a six-year-old daughter, 
Christina. The arrest and subsequent fate of her beloved father 
had been a terrible blow to her. Terms such as “obscurantist 
priest” and “disenfranchised” seemed to her the stigma of dis¬ 
honor. Dudorov felt that in her childish ardor she had vowed 
someday to remove that stigma from her family name. This 
goal, conceived at such an early age and nursed with burning 
resolution, made of her even now an enthusiastic champion of 
Communist ideals. 

“I must go,” said Yurii Andreievich. “Don’t be cross with me, 
Misha. It’s hot and stuffy in here. I need to get some air.” 

“But the window is open, look, down there on the floor. . . . 
I’m sorry, we’ve been smoking too much. We keep forgetting 
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that we shouldn’t smoke with you here. It isn’t my fault that it 
gets so stuffy, it’s the idiotic way the window is made. You 
should find me another room.” 

“I must be off, Misha. We’ve talked enough. Thank you both 
for your concern. . . . I’m not pretending, you know. It’s an ill¬ 
ness I’ve got, sclerosis of the heart. The walls of the heart 
muscle wear out and get thin, and one fine day they may burst. 
I’m not yet forty, you know, and it isn’t as if I were a drunkard, 
or burned the candle at both ends!” 

“Nonsense! We aren’t playing your funeral march yet. You’ll 
last us out.” 

“Miscroscopic forms of cardiac hemorrhages have become 
very frequent in recent years. They are not always fatal. Some 
people get over them. It’s a typical modem disease. I think its 
causes are of a moral order. The great majority of us are re¬ 
quired to live a life of constant, systematic duplicity. Your 
health is bound to be affected if, day after day, you say the 
opposite of what you feel, if you grovel before what you dislike 
and rejoice at what brings you nothing but misfortune. Our 
nervous system isn’t just a fiction, it’s a part of our physical body, 
and our soul exists in space and is inside us, like the teeth in our 
mouth. It can’t be forever violated with impunity. I found it 
painful to listen to you, Innokentii, when you told us how you 
were re-educated and became mature in jail. It was like listen¬ 
ing to a horse describing how it broke itself in.” 

“I must stand up for Dudorov,” said Gordon. “You’ve got un¬ 
used to simple human words, they don’t reach you any more.” 

“It may very well be, Misha. But in any case, you must let 
me go now. I can hardly breathe. I swear, I’m not exaggerating.” 

“Wait a moment, you’re just looking for excuses. We won’t 
let you go until you’ve given us an honest, straightforward 
answer. Do you or don’t you agree that it’s time you changed 
your ways and reformed? What are you going to do about it? 
To start with, you must clarify your situation with Tonia and 
Marina. They are human beings, women who feel and suffer, not 
disembodied ideas existing only in your head. And second, it’s 
a scandal that a man like you should go to waste. You’ve got to 
wake up and shake off your inertia, pull yourself together and 
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look at things without this impermissible arrogance, yes, yes, 
without this inexcusable haughtiness in regard to everyone, you 
must go back to work and take up your practice.” 

“All right, I’ll give you my answer. I’ve been thinking some¬ 
thing of this sort myself recently, so I can really promise you 
that there’s going to be a change. I think everything will come 
out all right. And quite soon, at that. You’ll see. I really mean 
it. It’s already begun. I have an incredible, passionate desire to 
live, and to live always means to strive to move higher, toward 
perfection, and to achieve it. 

“I am glad that you stand up for Marina, Misha, just as you al¬ 
ways stood up for Tonia. But after all, I have no quarrel with 
either of them, I am not at war with them, or with anyone else 
for that matter. You used to reproach me at first because Marina 
said ’you’ to me and called me Yurii Andreievich, while I 
said ‘thou’ and ‘Marina’ to her—as though it didn’t distress me 
tool But you know that the deeper causes of this unnatural 
behavior were removed long ago, and now we treat each other 
as equals. 

“Now I can tell you another piece of good news. I’ve been 
getting letters again from Paris. The children are growing up, 
they have a lot of French friends of their own age. Sasha is about 
to graduate from the ecole primaire and Masha is soon going to 
it. I’ve never seen her, you know. I have a feeling in spite of 
everything that although they’ve become French citizens, they’ll 
soon be back and that everything will be straightened out in 
some way or other. 

“It seems that Tonia and my father-in-law know about Marina 
and our children. I didn’t tell them in my letters, but they must 
have heard about it from others. Naturally, Alexander Alexan¬ 
drovich, as a father, feels outraged and hurt. That would ex¬ 
plain why our correspondence was interrupted for almost five 
years. I used to correspond with them, you know, after I got 
back to Moscow, and then they suddenly stopped writing. 

“Now, quite recently, they’ve begun writing again, all of them, 
even the children. They write very warmly and affectionately. 
For some reason they’ve relented. Perhaps Tonia has found 
someone else; I hope with all my heart she has. I don’t know. I 
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too write from time to time. . . . But I really can’t stay any 
longer. I must go or I’ll get an attack. Goodbye.” 

Next morning Marina came running in to Gordon, greatly dis¬ 
tressed. There was no one she could leave the children with, so 
in one arm she carried the baby wrapped in a blanket and with 
her free hand she was pulling Kapka, who trailed behind and 
dragged her feet. 

“Is Yura here, Misha?” she asked in a frightened voice. 

“Didn’t he go home last night?” 

“No.” 

“Then he must have spent the night at Innokentii’s.” 

“I’ve come from there. Innokentii is at the university, but the 
neighbors know Yura and they say he hasn’t been there.” 

“Where can he be, then?” 

Marina put Klazhka down on the sofa, and then she began 
to sob hysterically. 


8 

For two days Gordon and Dudorov did not dare to leave Marina 
alone and took turns watching her and hunting for the doctor. 
They called at all the places he might conceivably have gone to 
—Flour Town, Sivtsev Vrazhok, all the Palaces of Thought and 
Academies of Ideas he had ever been employed in; they looked 
up every friend of his they had ever heard him talk about and 
whose address they could discover—but with no success. 

They did not report him as missing to the police. Although 
he was registered and had no police record, it was better not to 
draw the attention of the authorities to a man who, by the 
standards of the day, lived anything but an exemplary life. 
They decided not to put them on his track except as a last 
resort. 

On the third day, letters from Yurii Andreievich came by 
different mails for all three of them—Gordon, Dudorov, and 
Marina. He was full of regret for the trouble and anxiety he had 
caused them, he begged them not to worry about him, and he 
implored them by everything that was holy to give up their 
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search for him, saying that it would in any case be fruitless. 

He told them that in order to rebuild his life as completely 
and rapidly as possible, he wished to spend some time by him¬ 
self, concentrating on his affairs, and that as soon as he was 
settled in a job and reasonably certain of not falling back into 
his old ways he would leave his hiding place and return to 
Marina and the children. 

He told Gordon that he was sending him a money order for 
Marina and asked him to get a nurse for the children, so that 
Marina could go back to work. He explained that he was not 
sending the money to her address for fear of someone seeing the 
receipt and her thus being exposed to the risk of robbery. 

The money soon came, and the amount far exceeded the 
standards of Yurii and his friends. The nurse was hired. Marina 
went back to work at the post office. She was still greatly upset 
but, accustomed as she was to Yurii Andreievich’s oddities, she 
eventually resigned herself to his latest whim. All three of them 
went on looking for him, but gradually they came to the con¬ 
clusion that it was as futile as he had warned them it would be. 
They could find no trace of him. 


Yet all the time he was living within a stone’s throw, right under 
their eyes and noses; they would scarcely have needed to 
leave their street to find him. 

On the day of his disappearance he left Gordon and went 
out into Bronnaia Street a little before dusk. He turned straight 
toward home, but almost immediately, within less than a hun¬ 
dred yards, he ran into his half brother Evgraf, who was coming 
down the street toward him. He had neither seen him nor heard 
of him for more than three years. It turned out that Evgraf had 
just arrived in Moscow; as usual, he came quite unexpectedly, 
and he shrugged off all questions with a smile or a joke. On 
the other hand, from the few questions he asked Yurii Andreie- 
vich, he gathered the gist of his troubles at once, and then and 
there, between one corner and another as they walked along the 
narrow, twisting, crowded street, he worked out a practical plan 
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to rescue him. It was his idea that Yurii Andreievich should dis¬ 
appear and remain in hiding for some time. 

He took a room for him in Kamerger Street, as it was still 
called, near the Arts Theater. He provided him with money. He 
took steps to get him a good position in a hospital, with plenty 
of opportunity for going on with his research, and assisted him 
by his patronage. Finally, he gave him his word that the 
ambiguity of his family’s situation in Paris would be resolved. 
Either Yurii Andreievich would go to them or they would 
come to him. All these things Evgraf undertook to see to him¬ 
self. As usual, his brother’s help put new heart into Yurii 
Andreievich. As always before, the riddle of his power remained 
unsolved. Yurii Andreievich did not even try to penetrate the 
secret. 


10 

His room faced south. It almost adjoined the theater and looked 
out over the rooftops opposite; beyond them, the summer sun 
stood over Okhotny Ryad, and the street below was in shadow. 

To Yurii Andreievich the room was more than a place for 
work, more than his study. At this time of devouring activity, 
when the pile of notebooks on his desk was too small to hold all 
his plans and ideas and the surplus floated in the air like ap¬ 
paritions—as unfinished pictures stand with their faces to the 
walls in a painter’s studio—his living room was to him a banquet¬ 
ing room of the spirit, a cupboard of mad dreams, a storeroom 
of revelations. 

Fortunately, Evgrafs negotiations with the hospital dragged 
on, and the start of Yurii Andreievich’s new job was indefinitely 
postponed. The delay gave him time to write. 

He began by trying to sort out those of his earlier poems of 
which he could remember snatches or of which Evgraf some¬ 
how got him the texts. (These were manuscripts, some in his 
own hand, some copies made by others.) But the disorderliness 
of the material made him squander his energy even more than he 
was inclined to do by nature. He soon gave it up and turned 
to new work. 

He would make the rough draft of an article, like the notes he 
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had kept when he first went to Vary kino, or put down the mid¬ 
dle, or the end, or the beginning of a poem as it came into his 
mind. There were times when he could hardly keep pace with 
his thoughts, even in his shorthand made up of initials and ab¬ 
breviations. 

He was in a hurry. Whenever his imagination flagged he 
whipped it up by making drawings in the margins of his note¬ 
books. The drawings were always of forest cuttings or of street 
intersections marked by the sign: “Moreau ir Vetchinkin. Me¬ 
chanical seeders. Threshing machines.” 

The articles and poems were all on the same theme, the city. 


11 

These notes were found later among his papers: 

“When I came back to Moscow in 1922 I found it deserted 
and half destroyed. So it had come out of the ordeals of the first 
years after the revolution; so it remains to this day. Its popula¬ 
tion has decreased, no new houses are being built, and the old 
ones are left in disrepair. 

“But even in this condition it is still a big modern city, and 
cities are the only source of inspiration for a new, truly modem 
art. 

“The seemingly incongruous and arbitrary jumble of things 
and ideas in the work of the Symbolists (Blok, Verhaeren, 
Whitman) is not a stylistic caprice. This is a new order of im¬ 
pressions, taken directly from life. 

“Just as they hurry their succession of images through the 
lines of their poems, so the street in a busy town hurries past 
us, with its crowds and its broughams and carriages at the end 
of the last century, or its streetcars and subways at the beginning 
of ours. 

“Pastoral simplicity doesn’t exist in these conditions. When it 
is attempted, its pseudo-artlessness is a literary fraud, not in¬ 
spired by the countryside but taken from the shelves of academic 
archives. The living language of our time, born spontaneously 
and naturally in accord with its spirit, is the language of urban¬ 
ism. 
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“I live at a busy intersection. Moscow, blinded by the sun 
and the white heat of its asphalt-paved yards, scattering reflec¬ 
tions of the sun from its upper windows, breathing in the flower¬ 
ing of clouds and streets, is whirling around me, turning my 
head and telling me to turn the heads of others by writing poems 
in its praise. For this purpose, Moscow has brought me up and 
made me an artist. 

“The incessant rumbling by day and night in the street out¬ 
side our walls is as inseparable from the modern soul as the open¬ 
ing bars of an overture are inseparable from the curtain, as yet 
secret and dark, but already beginning to crimson in the glow of 
the footlights. The city, incessantly moving and roaring outside 
our doors and windows, is an immense introduction to the life 
of each of us. It is in these terms that I should like to write about 
the city.” 

There are no such poems in what has been preserved of 
Zhivago’s work. Or does the one entitled “Hamlet” belong to this 
category? 


12 

One morning at the end of August, Yurii Andreievich took the 
trolley at a stop at a comer of Gazetny Street which went up 
along Nikita Street to the Kudrinskaia terminal. He was going for 
the first time to his job at the Botkin Hospital, which was then 
known as the Soldatenkov Hospital. He had been there before 
only once or twice for reasons connected with his job. 

He had no luck with his trolley; it had a defective motor 
and kept getting into trouble of every sort. Either its way was 
blocked by a cart in front of it with its wheels caught in the 
grooves of the rails, or the insulation went wrong on the roof 
or under the floor and the current short-circuited with a flash 
and a crackle. 

The driver would step off the front platform, walk around 
the trolley with a wrench, and squat down and tinker with the 
machinery between the rear platform and the wheels. 

The ill-fated trolley blocked the traffic all along the line. The 
whole street was dammed up with other trolleys that had al- 
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ready been stopped, and still others kept joining. The end of the 
line now reached as far back as the riding school and beyond. 
Passengers from cars in the rear moved to the front car, hoping 
to gain time, and got into the very car that was the cause of all 
the trouble. It was a hot morning, and the car was crowded 
and stuffy. Above the crowds running about in the street from 
one trolley to another, a dark lilac thundercloud was creeping 
higher and higher up the sky. A storm was gathering. 

Yurii Andreievich sat on a single seat on the left, pressed 
against the window. He could see the left side of Nikita Street, 
where the Conservatory was situated. With the vague attention 
of a man thinking of something else, he watched the people 
walking and driving past on that side, missing no one. 

A gray-haired old lady, in a light straw hat with linen daisies 
and cornflowers and a tight old-fashioned lilac dress, was trudg¬ 
ing along the pavement, panting and fanning herself with a flat 
parcel that she was carrying in her hand. Tightly corseted, ex¬ 
hausted by the heat, and streaming with sweat, she kept mop¬ 
ping her damp lips and eyebrows with a small lace handkerchief. 

Her course was parallel to that of the trolley. Yurii Andreie¬ 
vich had already lost sight of her several times, whenever the 
trolley had started up after a stop for repairs and passed her. 
She had again come back into his field of vision when it broke 
down once more and she overtook it. 

Yurii Andreievich thought of the problems in school arithmetic 
in which you are asked how soon and in what order trains, 
starting at different times and going at different speeds, get to 
their destinations; he tried to remember the general method 
of solving them, but it escaped him and he went on from these 
school memories to others and to still more complicated specu¬ 
lations. 

He tried to imagine several people whose lives run parallel 
and close together but move at different speeds, and he won¬ 
dered in what circumstances some of them would overtake and 
survive others. Something like a theory of relativity governing 
the hippodrome of life occurred to him, but he became confused 
and gave up his analogies. 

There was a flash of lightning and a roll of thunder. The ill- 
starred trolley was stuck for the nth time; it had stopped halfway 
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down the hill from Kudrinskaia to the Zoo. The lady in lilac 
appeared in the frame of the window, passed beyond it, and 
moved on. The first heavy drops of rain fell on the street, the 
sidewalk, and the lady. A gusty wind whipped past the trees, 
flapped the leaves, tugged at the lady’s hat, ballooned her skirt, 
and suddenly died down. 

The doctor felt an attack of nausea coming on. Surmounting 
his weakness, he got up from his seat and jerked the window 
straps up and down trying to open the window. But he could 
not budge it. 

People shouted to him that the window was fastened with 
screws, but the doctor, fighting against his attack and seized by 
a sort of panic, was not aware that the people were addressing 
him, or of the meaning of their words. He continued his at¬ 
tempts to open the window and again gave three sharp tugs 
at the strap—up, down, and toward himself. Suddenly he felt a 
sharp pain, greater than any he had ever experienced before; he 
realized that something had broken in him, he had done some¬ 
thing irreparable, fatal, that this was the end. At this moment 
the trolley started, but after going only a short way down the 
Presnia it stopped again. 

By a superhuman effort of the will, Yurii Andreievich pushed 
through the solid crowd down the center passage, swaying and 
stumbling, and came out on the rear platform; people blocked 
his way and snapped at him. The fresh air seemed to revive 
him and he thought that perhaps everything was not lost, that 
he was better. 

He began to squeeze his way through the crush on the rear 
platform, provoking kicks and more abuse. Ignoring the 
resentful cries, he broke through the crowd, got down from the 
standing trolley into the street, took a step, another, a third, 
collapsed on the stone paving, and did not get up again. 

There arose a hubbub of talk, arguments, suggestions. Several 
people got off the trolley and surrounded him. They soon found 
that he was not breathing and his heart had stopped. The group 
around the body was joined by others who stepped off the 
sidewalks, some relieved and others disappointed that the dead 
man had not been run over and his death had nothing to do 
with the trolley. The crowd grew larger. The lady in lilac came 
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up too, stood a moment, looked at the body, listened to the talk, 
and went on. She was a foreigner, but she understood that some 
people were in favor of putting the body on the trolley and 
taking it to the hospital, while others said that the police 
should be called. She did not wait to learn the outcome. 

The lady in lilac was a Swiss national; she was Mademoiselle 
Fleury, from Meliuzeievo, and she was now very, very old. For 
twelve years she had been writing to the authorities in Mos¬ 
cow for permission to return to her native country, and quite 
recently her application had been granted. She had come to 
Moscow for her exit visa and was now on her way to her embassy 
to collect it, fanning herself as she went along with her docu¬ 
ments, which were done up in a bundle and tied with a ribbon. 
So she walked on, overtaking the trolley for the tenth time and 
quite unaware that she had overtaken Zhivago and survived 
him. 


13 

Through the open door of the passage could be seen one end of 
the room with the table placed at an angle in the corner. On 
the table the coffin, like a roughly carved canoe, pointed at the 
door with its lower, narrow end, which bore the feet of the 
corpse. It was the same table at which Yurii Andreievich had 
done his writing; the room had no other. The manuscripts had 
been put away in a drawer, and the coffin stood on the top. 
His head was raised on a mound of pillows, and his body lay in 
the coffin as on a hillside. 

He was surrounded by a great many flowers, whole bushes of 
white lilac, hard to find at this season, cyclamen and cineraria 
in pots and baskets. The flowers screened the light from the 
windows. The light filtered thinly through the banked flowers 
to the waxen face and hands of the corpse and the wood and 
lining of the coffin. Shadows lay on the table in a pattern of 
leaves and branches as if they had just stopped swaying. 

The custom of cremating the dead had by this time become 
widespread. In the hope of a pension for the children, and to 
ensure their education and Marina’s position at the post office, 
it had been decided to dispense with a church service and 
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simply have a civil cremation. The proper authorities had been 
notified and their representatives were expected. 

In the interval the room seemed empty, like premises vacant 
between the going of one set of tenants and the coming of an¬ 
other. The stillness was broken only by the unwitting shuffling 
of the mourners, as they tiptoed in to take their leave of the 
dead. There were not many of them, but nevertheless a good 
many more than might have been expected. The news of the 
death of this almost unknown man had spread with amazing 
speed. Among the people were many who had known him at 
different times in his life, though he had afterwards lost touch 
with them and forgotten them. His poetry and scientific work 
attracted an even greater number of unknown friends who had 
never met the man but had been drawn to him and had now 
come to see him for the first and last time. 

In these hours when the silence, unaccompanied by any 
ceremony, became oppressive as if it were an almost tangible 
privation, only the flowers compensated for the absence of the 
ritual and the chant. 

They did more than blossom and smell sweet. Perhaps hasten¬ 
ing the return to dust, they poured forth their scent as in a 
choir and, steeping everything in their exhalation, seemed to 
take over the function of the Office of the Dead. 

The vegetable kingdom can easily be thought of as the nearest 
neighbor of the kingdom of death. Perhaps the mysteries of 
evolution and the riddles of life that so puzzle us are contained 
in the green of the earth, among the trees and the flowers of 
graveyards. Mary Magdalene did not recognize Jesus risen 
from the grave, “supposing Him to be the gardener. . . 
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When Yurii Andreievich’s body was taken to the flat in Ka- 
merger Street (this had been his last registered address), his 
friends, notified of his death and shaken by it, came in, straight 
from the landing through the wide-open door, bringing Marina 
with them. Half out of her mind with shock and grief, she 
threw herself down on the floor, beating her head against the 



edge of the long wooden chest in the hallway. The body had 
been left there until the coffin (which had already been ordered) 
was delivered and the living room was put in order. She was in 
a flood of tears, now whispering, now crying out, choking over 
her words and breaking into loud lamentations. She grieved with 
an abundance of speech, as peasants do, neither distracted nor 
embarrassed by strangers. She clung to the body and could 
scarcely be torn away when the time came for it to be carried 
into the room, washed, and placed in the coffin. All this had been 
the day before. Today the frenzy of her grief had abated, 
giving way to a weary numbness; she sat in silence, though 
still only half conscious of herself or her surroundings. 

Here she had stayed the rest of the preceding day and all 
through the night, never leaving the room. Here the baby had 
been brought for her to feed, and Kapka and her young nurse 
had come and gone. 

She was accompanied by her friends Gordon and Dudorov, 
who also were numb with grief. Markel, her father, would sit 
down on the bench by her side and sob and blow his nose into 
his handkerchief loudly. Her weeping mother and sisters came 
and went. 

But there were two people in the gathering, a man and a 
woman, who stood out from all the rest. They did not claim any 
closer tie with the deceased than the others. They did not com¬ 
pete in sorrow with Marina, her daughters, or his friends. But 
although they made no claims, they evidently had their own 
special rights over the dead man, and no one questioned or 
disputed the undeclared authority that they had unaccountably 
assumed. These were the people who had apparently taken 
it upon themselves to arrange the funeral, and they had seen 
to everything from the first with unruffled calm, as if it gave 
them satisfaction. Their composure was remarkable and it pro¬ 
duced a strange impression, as if they were involved not only 
in the funeral but also in the death, not in the sense of having 
directly or indirectly caused it but as people who, once it had 
occurred, had given their consent to it, were reconciled, and 
did not see it as the most important event in the story of 
Zhivago. Few of the mourners knew them, a few others sur¬ 
mised who they were, but most had no idea. 
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Yet whenever this man, whose narrow Kirghiz eyes both 
expressed and aroused curiosity, came into the room with the 
casually beautiful woman by his side, they all, including even 
Marina, at once, without protest, as if by agreement, got up 
from where they had been sitting on the chairs and stools placed 
in a row against the wall, and went out, crowding uncomfortably 
into the corridor and the hallway and leaving the couple alone, 
behind half-closed doors, like two experts who needed, quietly, 
unhindered, to accomplish something directly concerned with 
the funeral, and vitally important. 

So it was now. They remained alone, sat down on two chairs 
near the wall, and at once began to talk. 

“What have you found out, Evgraf Andreievich?” 

“The cremation is to be tonight. In half an hour they’ll come 
from the Medical Workers’ Union to get the body and take it to 
their club. The civil ceremony is at four. Not one of his papers 
was in order; his workbook was out of date, he had an old union 
card, which he hadn’t changed for the new one, and his dues 
hadn’t been paid up for years. All that had to be put in order, that 
was why I took so long. Before they take him away—that’s quite 
soon, we ought to get ready—I’ll leave you here alone as you 
asked. . . . Sorry. That’s the telephone. I’ll just be a moment.” 

Evgraf went out into the corridor crowded with the doctor’s 
colleagues, his school friends, junior members of the hospital 
staff, and people from the publishing world. Marina, her arms 
around both her children, sheltered them in the folds of the coat 
she had thrown over her shoulders (it was a cold day), and sat 
on the edge of the wooden bench waiting to go back into the liv¬ 
ing room, as a visitor who has gone to see a prisoner in jail waits 
for the guard to admit her. The corridor and hall were over¬ 
crowded. The front door was open and a great many people 
were standing or strolling about smoking on the landing. Others 
stood talking on the flight of stairs leading down to the ground 
floor, the louder and more freely the lower down and closer to 
the street they were. 

Straining to hear above the sustained murmur and speaking 
in a decorously muffled voice, his hand over the receiver, Evgraf 
answered questions over the telephone about the funeral arrange¬ 
ments and the circumstances of the doctor’s death. Then he 
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went back into the living room and the conversation was re¬ 
sumed. 

“Please don’t vanish after the cremation, Larisa Feodorovna. I 
don’t know where you are staying, don’t disappear without let¬ 
ting me know. I have a great favor to ask you. I’d like as soon as 
possible—tomorrow or the day after—to begin sorting my broth¬ 
er’s papers. I’ll need your help. You know so much about him, 
probably more than anyone else. You mentioned that you had 
come from Irkutsk only a couple of days ago and not for long, 
and that you came up here for some other reason, not knowing it 
had been my brother’s flat in recent months or what had hap¬ 
pened to him. I didn’t understand all you said and I am not asking 
you to explain, but please don’t go away without leaving me your 
address. It would be best if we could spend the few days that we 
still need to go through these manuscripts in the same room, or 
at least quite near, perhaps in two other rooms in this house. It 
could be arranged. I know the manager.” 

“You say you didn’t understand what I said. What is there to 
understand? I arrived in Moscow, checked my things at the sta¬ 
tion, and went for a walk through some old Moscow streets. 
Half of it I couldn’t recognize, I’ve been away so long I’d for¬ 
gotten. Well, I walked and walked, down Kuznetsky Most and 
up Kuznetsky Pereulok, and suddenly I saw something terribly, 
extraordinarily familiar—Kamerger Street. That was where my 
husband, Antipov, who was shot, used to live as a student—in this 
house and in this very room where you and I are sitting now. 
I’ll go in, I thought; who knows, the old tenants might still be 
there. I’ll look them up. You see, I didn’t know it had all changed 
—no one so much as remembers their name—I didn’t find that out 
till later, the day after and today, gradually, by asking people. 
But you were there, I don’t know why I’m telling you. I was 
thunderstruck—the door wide open, people all over the place, a 
coffin in the room, a dead man. Who is it? I come in, I come up 
and look. I thought I had lost my mind. But you were there, you 
saw me, didn’t you? Why on earth am I telling you?” 

“Wait a moment, Larisa Feodorovna, I must interrupt you. 
I’ve already told you, neither my brother nor I ever suspected 
that there was anything extraordinary about this room—for in¬ 
stance, that Antipov once lived here. But even more amazing is 
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something you said just now. I’ll tell you in a moment. About 
Antipov, Strelnikov, at one time at the beginning of the civil war 
I used to hear of him very often, almost every day, and I met 
him two or three times, never realizing, of course, that his name 
would come to mean so much to me for family reasons. But 
forgive me, I may have misheard you, I thought you said—it 
could only have been a slip of the tongue—that he’d been shot. 
You must surely know that he shot himself?” 

“Yes, I’ve heard that version, but I don’t believe it. Pavel 
Pavlovich wasn’t a man to commit suicide.” 

“But it’s quite certain. Antipov shot himself in that house 
where, my brother said, you were living before you went to 
Vladivostok. It happened very soon after you left. My brother 
found his body. He buried him. How is it you weren’t told?” 

“I was told something different. ... So it’s really true, he 
shot himself? People said so but I didn’t believe it. And in that 
very house? It doesn’t seem possible. It’s very important to me, 
that detail. You don’t know, I suppose, whether he and Zhivago 
ever met, whether they got to know each other?” 

“From what Yurii told me, they had a long conversation.” 

“Is it possible! Well, thank God, thank God, that’s better.” 
Antipova slowly crossed herself. “What an extraordinary coin¬ 
cidence—like predestination! Will you let me come back to this 
and ask you more about it later? Every detail is so dear to me. 
But this isn’t the moment, don’t you think? I couldn’t, I’m too up¬ 
set. I’ll keep quiet a little, I’ll rest and collect my thoughts. What 
do you think?” 

“Of course! Of course!” 

“Don’t you really think so?” 

“Yes, naturally.” 

“Oh, yes. I nearly forgot. You asked me not to go away after 
the cremation. All right. I promise. I won’t disappear. I’ll come 
back here with you and stay wherever you tell me and for as 
long as necessary. We’ll go through Yurochka’s manuscripts. I’ll 
help you. It’s true, I might be useful to you. It will comfort me 
a great deal. I know his writing so well, every twist of it. I know 
it with my heart, with my life’s blood. And then, you know, 
there’s something I want to ask you, too. I’ll need your help. 
Didn’t I hear you were a lawyer? Or anyway, you know all the 
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present customs and regulations. And another thing, I need to 
know what government department to apply to for information. 
So few people can tell one things like that. What do you think? 
Ill need your advice about something terrible, something really 
terrible. It’s about a child. But we’ll talk about it later, when we 
come back from the crematorium. All my life I’ve had to keep 
looking for people. Tell me, suppose in some quite imaginary 
case it was necessary to trace a child, a child who had been 
turned over to strangers to be brought up by them, is there any 
centralized source of information about all the children’s homes 
throughout the country? And is there any record of all the waifs 
and strays, has anything like that ever been done or attempted? 
No, don’t tell me now, please don’t. We’ll talk about it later. I’m 
so frightened. Life is so terrifying—what do you think? I don’t 
know about later on, when my daughter comes and joins me, 
but for the moment I don’t see why I shouldn’t stay in this flat. 
Katia has a remarkable talent for music and for acting, she’s 
marvellous at imitating people and she acts out entire scenes 
that she makes up herself, and she sings whole operatic arias, all 
by ear. She’s a remarkable child. What do you think? I want her 
to go to the junior classes either at the drama school or the Con¬ 
servatory, whichever will take her, and I must apply for a 
scholarship, that’s really why I’ve come without her at the mo¬ 
ment, to make the arrangements; when I’ve fixed it all I’ll go 
back. Things are so complicated, don’t you think, you can’t ex¬ 
plain everything. But we’ll talk about it later. Now I’ll wait a 
bit, I’ll pull myself together, I’ll keep quiet and collect my 
thoughts and try to forget my anxieties. Besides, we’ve kept Yurii’s 
friends out of the room much too long. Twice I thought I heard 
someone knocking. And there’s something going on outside, 
they’ve probably come from the undertaker’s. I’ll stay here quietly 
for a bit, but you’d better open the door and let them come in. It’s 
time, don’t you think? Wait, wait. There ought to be a footstool 
near the coffin, otherwise people can’t reach up to Yurochka. 
I tried to on tiptoe, but it’s very difficult. And Marina Mar- 
kelovna and the children, they’ll need it. Besides, it’s prescribed 
in the ritual: ‘And you shall kiss me with a last lass.’ Oh, I can’t 
bear it. It’s all so terrible. What do you think?” 
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“I’ll let them in. But just one thing before I do that. You have 
said so many baffling things and raised so many questions that 
are evidently painful to you that I don’t know what to tell you. 
But there’s one thing I want you to know. Please count on my 
help in everything. I offer it to you willingly, with all my heart. 
And remember: you must never, under any circumstances, de¬ 
spair. To hope and to act, these are our duties in misfortune. To 
do nothing and to despair is to neglect our duty. Now I’m going to 
let the mourners in. You’re right about the footstool, I’ll get one.” 

But Antipova was no longer listening. She never heard him 
opening the door nor the people pouring in from the corridor, nor 
the directions he gave to the undertaker’s men and the chief 
mourners; she heard neither the shuffling of the crowd nor Mari¬ 
na’s sobs, neither the coughing of the men nor the tears and cries 
of the women. 

The ceaseless, monotonous noise made her feel sick and giddy. 
It took all her strength not to faint. Her heart was bursting and 
her head ached. Lowering her head, she withdrew into memo¬ 
ries, reflections, conjectures. She escaped into them, sank into 
them, as though carried forward for a time, for a few hours, 
into some future that she might not live to see, a future that 
aged her by several decades, a future where she was an old 
woman. In her thoughts she seemed to touch the very bottom of 
her unhappiness. 

“No one is left. One has died. The other has killed himself. 
And only that one is left alive who should have been killed, 
whom I tried to kill and missed, that stranger who had nothing 
in common with me, that complete cipher who turned my life 
into a chain of crimes beyond my knowing. And that monster 
of mediocrity is busy dashing about in the mythical byways of 
Asia known only to stamp collectors, and not one of those who 
are near to me and whom I need is left. 

“Ah, it was at Christmastime, and I had set out to shoot that 
caricature of vulgarity when I had that talk in this very room, lit 
only by a candle, with Pasha, who was still a boy, and Yura, 
whose body they are taking leave of now, had not yet come 
into my life.” 

She strained her memory to reconstruct that Christmas con- 
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versation with Pasha, but she could remember nothing except 
the candle burning on the window sill and melting a round 
patch in the icy crust on the glass. 

Did she divine that Yurii, whose dead body was lying on the 
table, had seen the candle as he was driving past, and noticed 
it, and that from the moment of his seeing its light from the 
street (“A candle burned on the table, a candle burned . . .”) 
his life took its fatal course? 

Her thoughts scattered. She thought: “But what a pity he 
isn’t having a church funeral. The burial service is so grand and 
solemn! It’s more than most people deserve when they die, but 
it would have been so appropriate for Yurochkal He would have 
deserved all that, he would have justified and given meaning 
to ‘the lament over the grave which is the hymn of Alleluiah.’ 

Now she felt a wave of pride and relief, as always at the 
thought of Yurii and as in the short intervals of her life that she 
had spent beside him. Now, too, she was enveloped in the air of 
that freedom and unconcern that he had always emanated. She 
got up impatiently from her chair. Something incomprehensible 
was happening to her. She wanted, if only for a few moments, 
to break free with Yurii’s help into the open, out of the sorrows 
that imprisoned her, to feel again the joy of liberation. Such a 
joy, it seemed to her, would be the joy of taking leave of him, of 
using the right and the occasion to weep her fill over him un¬ 
hindered. With a passionate haste, she looked around her at 
the crowd, with eyes as smarting, unseeing, and tearful as if 
an oculist had put caustic eye-drops into them, and all the people 
began to move, shuffle, and walk out of the room, leaving her at 
last alone, behind half-closed doors. She went up to the table 
with the coffin on it, quickly crossing herself, got up on the foot¬ 
stool Evgraf had brought, made three sweeping signs of the cross 
over the body, and pressed her lips to the cold forehead and 
hands. She brushed aside the impression that the cold forehead 
was somehow smaller, like a hand clenched into a fist, she man¬ 
aged not to notice it. For a moment she stood still and silent, 
neither thinking nor crying, bowed over the coffin, the flowers, 
and the body, shielding them with her whole being, her head, 
her breast, her heart, and her arms, as big as her heart. 
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She was shaken by her repressed sobs. She fought her tears as 
long as she could, but at times it was beyond her strength and 
they burst from her, pouring down her cheeks and onto her dress, 
her hands, and the coffin, to which she clung. 

She neither spoke nor thought. Sequences of ideas, notions, in¬ 
sights, truths drifted and sailed freely through her mind, like 
clouds in the sky, as happened so often before during their 
nighttime conversations. It was such things that had brought 
them happiness and liberation in those days. A spontaneous mu¬ 
tual understanding, warm, instinctive, immediate. 

Such an understanding filled her now, a dark, indistinct 
knowledge of death, preparedness for death, a preparedness that 
removed all feeling of helplessness in its presence. It was as if 
she had lived twenty lives, and had lost Yurii countless times, 
and had accumulated such experience of the heart in this do¬ 
main that everything she felt and did beside this coffin was ex¬ 
actly right and to the point. 

Oh, what a love it was, utterly free, unique, like nothing else 
on earthl Their thoughts were like other people’s songs. 

They loved each other, not driven by necessity, by the “blaze 
of passion” often falsely ascribed to love. They loved each other 
because everything around them willed it, the trees and the 
clouds and the sky over their heads and the earth under their 
feet. Perhaps their surrounding world, the strangers they met in 
the street, the wide expanses they saw on their walks, the 
rooms in which they lived or met, took more delight in their love 
than they themselves did. 

Ah, that was just what had united them and had made them 
so akin! Never, never, even in their moments of richest and 
wildest happiness, were they unaware of a sublime joy in the 
total design of the universe, a feeling that they themselves were 
a part of that whole, an element in the beauty of the cosmos. 

This unity with the whole was the breath of life to them. And 
the elevation of man above the rest of nature, the modern cod¬ 
dling and worshipping of man, never appealed to them. A social 
system based on such a false premise, as well as its political ap- 
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plication, struck them as pathetically amateurish and made 
no sense to them. 
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And now she took her leave of him, addressing him in the direct 
language of everyday life. Her speech, though lively and informal, 
was not down-to-earth. Like the choruses and monologues of 
ancient tragedies, like the language of poetry or music, or any 
other conventional mode of expression, its logic was not rational 
but emotional. The rhetorical strain in her effortless, spontane¬ 
ous talk came from her grief. Her simple, unsolemn words were 
drenched in tears. 

It was these tears that seemed to hold her words together in a 
tender, quick whispering like the rustling of silky leaves in a 
warm, windy rain. 

“At last we are together again, Yurochka. And in what a ter¬ 
rible way God has willed our reunion. Can you conceive of such 
misfortune! I cannot, cannot. Oh, God! I can’t stop crying. Think 
of itl It’s again so much in our style, made to our measure. Your 
going—my end. Again something big, irreparable. The riddle of 
life, the riddle of death, the enchantment of genius, the enchant¬ 
ment of unadorned beauty—yes, yes, these things were ours. 
But the small worries of practical life—things like the reshaping 
of the planet—these things, no thank you, they are not for us. 

“Farewell, my great one, my kin, farewell, my pride, farewell, 
my swift, deep little river, how I loved your day-long splashing, 
how I loved to plunge into your cold waves. 

“Remember how we said goodbye that day out there in the 
snow? How you deceived me! Would I ever have gone without 
you? Oh, I know, I know, you forced yourself to do it, you thought 
it was for my good. And after that everything was ruined. Oh, 
God, what I suffered there, what I went through! But of course 
you don’t know any of that. Oh, what have I done, Yura, what 
have I done? I am such a criminal, you have no idea. But it 
wasn’t my fault. I was in the hospital for three months, a whole 
month I was unconscious. And since then my life has been noth¬ 
ing but torment, Yura. My soul has no peace, I am torn by re- 
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morse and pain. But I’m not telling you the most important thing. 
I can’t say it, I haven’t the strength. Every time I come to that 
part of my life my hair stands on end with horror. And you 
know, I’m not even sure I’m in my right mind. But you see, I 
haven’t taken to diink as so many people do, I’m staying away 
from that, because a drunken woman, that really is the end, it’s 
impossible, don’t you think?” 

She went on speaking and sobbing in her agony. Suddenly 
she looked up in surprise and glanced around her. People had 
come into the room and were going about their business. She got 
down from the footstool and moved away from the coffin, sway¬ 
ing, pressing her hand to her eyes as if to wipe away the last of 
her tears. 

Men came up to the coffin and lifted it on three cloths. The 
funeral procession began. 
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Larisa Feodorovna stayed several days in Kamerger Street. The 
sorting of Zhivago’s papers was begun with her help but finished 
without her. She also had her talk with Evgraf Andreievich and 
told him an important fact. 

One day Larisa Feodorovna went out and did not come back. 
She must have been arrested in the street at that time. She 
vanished without a trace and probably died somewhere, for¬ 
gotten as a nameless number on a list that afterwards got mislaid, 
in one of the innumerable mixed or women’s concentration camps 
in the north. 
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In the summer of 1943, after the breakthrough on the Kursk 
bulge and the liberation of Orel, Gordon, recently promoted to 
Second Lieutenant, and Major Dudorov were returning to their 
unit, the one from a service assignment in Moscow, the other 
from three days’ furlough. 

They met on their way back and spent the night at Chem, 
a small town which, although in ruins, was not completely de¬ 
stroyed, as were most of the settlements in this “desert zone” left 
in the wake of the retreating invader. 

Among the heaps of broken bricks and stone ground into fine 
dust they found an undamaged bam and settled down in it for 
the night. 

They could not sleep, and talked for hours on end. When 
Dudorov finally dozed off at about three in the morning, a little 
before dawn, he was soon waked up again by Gordon. Awk¬ 
wardly diving into the soft hay and rolling about in it as in water, 
he collected a few clothes into a bundle and then just as awk¬ 
wardly crawled off the top of the mountain of hay, down to the 
door. 

“Where are you going? It’s early.” 

“I’m going down to the river. I want to wash my things.” 

“That’s mad. We’ll be back with the unit by evening. Tania, 
the laundry girl, will give you a change of clothes. What’s the 
hurry?” 

“I don’t want to wait till then. They’re sweaty, filthy. I’ll rinse 
them quickly and wring them out well, in this heat they’ll be dry 
in no time. I’ll have a bath and change.” 

“Still, it won’t look good. After all, you’re an officer.” 
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“It’s early, there’s no one about, they’re all asleep. Anyway, 
I’ll get behind a bush or something, nobody will see me. Stop 
talking and go back to sleep, or you’ll wake yourself up for good.” 

“I won’t sleep any more anyway. I’ll go with you.” 

So they went down to the river, past the white stone ruins, 
already hot though it was only a little after sunrise. In what had 
once been streets, people were sleeping on the ground in the 
sun, snoring, their faces red and sweaty. They were mostly na¬ 
tives who had lost their homes, old men, women, and children, 
with a sprinkling of Red Army men who had lost touch with 
their units and were trying to catch up with them. Gordon and 
Dudorov made their way carefully through them so as not to 
disturb their sleep. 

“Keep your voice down or you’ll wake up the town and then 
it’ll be goodbye to my washing.” 

They continued their last night’s conversation quietly. 
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“What’s this river?” 

“I don’t know. The Zusha, probably.” 

“No, that isn’t the Zusha.” 

“Then I don’t know what it is.” 

“It’s on the Zusha, you know, that it all happened—Christina, 
I mean.” 

“Yes, but that would be lower down the river. They say the 
Church has canonized her.” 

“There was an old stone building, which they called Stables. 
Once it actually was used as the stables of a sovkhoz stud-farm 
—now the name will go down in history—a very old place with 
huge thick walls. The Germans fortified it and made it impreg¬ 
nable. It was on a hill and they had the whole district under fire 
and were holding up our advance. It had to be captured. 
Christina, by a miracle of courage and ingenuity, got inside the 
German lines and blew it up, and was taken alive and hanged.” 

“Why do they call her Christina Orletsova and not Dudorova?” 

"We were only engaged, you know. We decided in the sum- 
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mer of forty-one that we’d be married at the end of the war. After 
that I moved about a great deal, like everybody in the army. 
My unit was sent from one place to another. Because of all those 
endless transfers I lost touch with her. I never saw her 
again. I heard of her extraordinary exploit and heroic death like 
everyone else—from the newspapers and the regimental orders. 
They say they’re going to put up a monument to her somewhere 
near here. I hear Zhivago—the General, Yurii’s brother—is going 
around the district collecting data about her.” 

“I’m sorry—I shouldn’t have made you talk about her. It must 
all be very painful to you.” 

“Well . . . But we’ve lost track of time, and I don’t want to 
hold you up. You get undressed and into the water, and get go¬ 
ing. I’ll lie on the bank and chew a blade of grass and think. 
I may even sleep a bit.” 

A few moments later they began to talk again. 

“Where did you learn to wash clothes like that?” 

“From necessity. We were unlucky. We got sent to just about 
the worst of the penal camps. There were very few survivors. 
Our arrival, to begin with. We got off the train. A wilderness of 
snow. Forest in the distance. Guards with rifles, muzzles point¬ 
ing at us, wolfhounds. About the same time, other groups were 
brought up. We were spread out and formed into a big polygon 
all over the field, facing outward, so that we wouldn’t see each 
other. Then we were ordered down on our knees, and told to 
keep looking straight ahead on pain of death. Then the roll call, 
an endless, humiliating business going on for hours and hours. 
And all the time we were on our knees. Then we got up and the 
other groups were marched off and ours was told: ‘This is your 
camp. Make the best of it!’ An open snow field with a post in the 
middle and a notice on it saying: ‘GULAG 92 Y.N. 90’—that’s all 
there was.” 

“It wasn’t nearly so bad with us; we were lucky. Of course I 
was doing my second stretch, which followed automatically from 
the first. Moreover, I was sentenced under a different article, so 
the conditions were quite different. When I came out, I was re¬ 
instated again as I’d been the first time and allowed to go on 
lecturing. And when I was mobilized I was given my full rank of 
Major, not put into a disciplinary battalion, like you.” 

“Yes, well . . . That was all there was, the post and the notice 
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board, ‘GULAG 92 Y.N. 90/ First we broke saplings with our bare 
hands in the bitter cold, to get wood to build huts. And in the 
end, believe it or not, we gradually built our whole camp. We 
put up our prison and our stockade and our cells and our watch- 
towers, all with our own hands. And then we began our job as 
lumberjacks. We cut trees. We harnessed ourselves, eight to a 
sledge, and we hauled timber and sank into the snow up to our 
necks. For a long time we didn’t know the war had started. They 
kept it from us. And then suddenly there came the offer. You 
could volunteer for front-line service in a disciplinary battalion, 
and if you came out alive you were free. After that, attack after 
attack, mile after mile of electrified barbed wire, mines, mortars, 
month after month of artillery barrage. They called our company 
the death squad. It was practically wiped out. How and why I 
survived, I don’t know. And yet-—would you believe it—all that 
utter hell was nothing, it was bliss compared to the horrors of the 
concentration camp, and not because of the material conditions 
but for an entirely different reason.” 

"Yes, poor fellow. You’ve taken a lot.” 

“It wasn’t just washing clothes you learned out there, you 
learned everything there is to learn.” 

“It’s an extraordinary thing, you know. It isn’t only in com¬ 
parison with your life as a convict, but compared to everything 
in the thirties, even to my easy situation at the university in the 
midst of books and money and comfort, the war came as a breath 
of fresh air, a purifying storm, a breath of deliverance. 

“I think that collectivization was an erroneous and unsuccess¬ 
ful measure and it was impossible to admit the error. To conceal 
the failure people had to be cured, by every means of terrorism, 
of the habit of thinking and judging for themselves, and forced 
to see what didn’t exist, to assert the very opposite of what their 
eyes told them. This accounts for the unexampled cruelty of 
the Yezhov 1 period, the promulgation of a constitution that 
was never meant to be applied, and the introduction of elec¬ 
tions that violated the very principle of free choice. 

“And when the war broke out, its real horrors, its real dangers, 
its menace of real death were a blessing compared with the in¬ 
human reign of the lie, and they brought relief because they 
broke the spell of the dead letter. 

1 Nikolai Ivanovich Yezhov, head of the Secret Police, 1936-38. 
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“It was felt not only by men in your position, in concentration 
camps, but by absolutely everyone, at home and at the front, 
and they all took a deep breath and flung themselves into the 
furnace of this mortal, liberating struggle with real joy, with rap¬ 
ture. 

“The war has its special character as a link in the chain of 
revolutionary decades. The forces directly unleashed by the 
revolution no longer operated. The indirect effects of the revolu¬ 
tion, the fruit of its fruit, the consequences of the consequences, 
began to manifest themselves. Misfortune and ordeals had tem¬ 
pered characters, prepared them for great, desperate, heroic ex¬ 
ploits. These fabulous, astounding qualities characterize the 
moral elite of this generation. 

“And when I see such things I am filled with happiness, in 
spite of Christina’s martyrdom and our losses and my wounds, in 
spite of the high cost in blood of the war. The light of self-sac¬ 
rifice that illuminates Orletsova’s death and the lives of all of us 
helps me to bear her loss. 

“I was released just when you, poor fellow, were going through 
your endless torture. Soon after that, Christina came to the uni¬ 
versity as a history student. I taught her. I had noticed her be¬ 
fore, after my first term in concentration camp, as a remarkable 
girl, when she was still a child. You remember, Yurii was still 
alive, I told you both. Well, now she was one of my students. 

“That was the time when the custom of political re-educa¬ 
tion of teachers by students had come in. Orletsova flung herself 
into that work with passion. I had no idea why she went at 
me so fiercely. She was so aggressive and unjust that sometimes 
the other students protested and stood up for me. She had a 
great sense of humor and she made fun of me to her heart’s con¬ 
tent in the wall newspaper, referring to me by some invented 
name that everyone could see through. And then suddenly, com¬ 
pletely by chance, I realized that this inveterate hostility was a 
camouflage of her love for me—a strong, enduring love she had 
felt for a long time, and which I had always returned. 

“We spent a wonderful summer in forty-one, just before and 
after the beginning of the war. Christina was in a group of 
undergraduates, men and women, who were billeted in a Mos¬ 
cow suburb where my unit was also stationed. Our friend- 



ship began and ran its course against this background. At that 
time civilian units were being formed, Christina was being 
trained as a parachutist, the first German bombers were spotted 
from the rooftops of Moscow and driven back. That was when 
we became engaged, as I told you, but we were separated almost 
at once because my regiment was moved. I never saw her again. 

“Later on, when the war took a turn for the better and the 
Germans were surrendering by the thousands, I was transferred 
after I had been wounded twice, from Anti-Aircraft to the Sev¬ 
enth Staff Division, where they needed people who knew lan¬ 
guages. Then, after I discovered the inferno you were in, I got 
you assigned to my unit.” 

“Tania, the laundry girl, was a friend of Christina’s. They got 
to know each other at the front. She talks a lot about her. Have 
you noticed the way Tania smiles, all over her face, like Yurii? 
You forget the snub nose and the high cheekbones, and you 
think she’s quite pretty and attractive. It’s the same type, you 
see it all over Russia.” 

“I know what you mean. No, I hadn’t noticed.” 

“What a hideous, barbarous nickname, Tania Bezocheredeva, 
Tania Out-of-Tum.’ It can’t possibly be her surname. I wonder 
how she got it.” 

“She told us, you know. She was a bezprizomaia of unknown 
parents. Probably somewhere in the depths of Russia where 
the language is still pure she was called Bezotchcheia, ‘Father¬ 
less.’ Then her name was distorted by city people who in¬ 
troduced a connotation closer to their recent experiences.” 


3 

Shortly after this, Gordon and Dudorov were in the town of 
Karachev, which had been razed to the ground. There they caught 
up with some rear units of their army. 

It was a hot autumn; the weather had been fine and still for 
more than a month. The black soil of Brynshchina, the blessedly 
fertile region between Orel and Bryansk, shimmered with rich 
golden browns under the blue, cloudless sky. 

The main street, which was part of the highway, cut straight 
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across the town. On one side of it had been houses that were 
blown up and turned into piles of rubble by mines, and up¬ 
rooted, splintered, and charred fruit trees from the blasted 
gardens. Nor were there any houses on the other side, but it was 
less ravaged by fire and explosions, probably because it had con¬ 
sisted largely of vacant lots and thus offered no targets for de¬ 
struction. 

On the side where there had once been houses, the homeless 
inhabitants were poking about in the still smoldering ashes, 
picking up odds and ends in different corners of the ruins and 
putting them all together in one place. Others were busy making 
mud huts and cutting strips of turf with which to roof them. 

The vacant lots across the road were white with tents and 
crowded with auxiliary-service trucks and horse-drawn wagons 
of all kinds—field ambulances, cut off from their divisional 
staffs, and units of every sort of commissariat and depot, lost 
and mixed up and trying to sort themselves out. And here, too, 
weedy boys from the replacement companies, in gray caps, with 
heavy, rolled-up overcoats on their backs, their faces earthy, 
drawn, and wasted from dysentery, rested their packs and had a 
sleep and a snack before trudging on farther west. 

Half the gutted, blown-up town was still burning and in the 
distance delayed-action mines kept exploding. Every now and 
then, people digging in their yards straightened their bent backs, 
leaned on their picks, and rested, turning and gazing in the di¬ 
rection of a blast. 

There, the gray, black, brick-red clouds of smoke, flame, and 
rubble rose into the sky, first in jets and fountains, then more 
lazily, like heavily rising scum, then fanning and spreading into 
plumes; finally they scattered and sank back to earth. Then 
the diggers went on with their work. 

Across the road from the ruins there was an open space bor¬ 
dered by a hedge and shaded by tall old trees. The trees and 
the hedge isolated it from the rest of the world, like a private 
courtyard, shaded and cool. 

Here Tania, the laundry girl, together with several people 
from her unit, as well as others who had joined them, including 
Dudorov and Gordon, had been waiting since morning for the 
truck that had been sent for her. The regimental laundry en- 
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trusted to her care was packed in several crates that stood piled 
one on top of the other on the ground. Tania kept a close eye 
on it, and the rest of the group remained in sight for fear of miss¬ 
ing the chance of a lift. 

They had been waiting a long time—more than five hours. 
With nothing to do, they listened to the incessant chatter of 
the garrulous girl, who had seen a great deal in her life. At the 
moment she was telling them of how she had met Major-General 
Zhivago. 

“Of course. Yesterday. They took me to the General himself. 
Major-General Zhivago. He was passing through here, and ask¬ 
ing everyone about Christina. He was looking for eye-witnesses, 
people who had known her personally. They pointed me out 
to him. They said we’d been friends. He told them to bring me 
along. So they came and got me. He didn’t scare me a bit. Noth¬ 
ing special about him, just like everybody else. He’s got slit 
eyes and black hair. Well, I told him what I knew. He heard 
me out and said thank you. And who are you? he said to me. 
Where do you come from? Well, naturally, I was shy. What have 
I got to boast about? I’m a bezprizonaia. One of the homeless 
children. And all that. I don’t have to tell you. Reformatories, 
always on the move. But he kept at me. Let’s have it, he said. 
Don’t be embarrassed. There’s nothing to be ashamed of. Well, 
at first I couldn’t say much, then I told him a bit more, and he 
kept nodding his head, then as he went on nodding, I wasn’t 
afraid any longer. And it’s true I’ve got a lot to tell. You wouldn’t 
believe it if I told you; you’d say, She’s making it up. Well, it 
was the same with him. When I finished he got up and started 
walking up and down the room. That’s extraordinary, he said. 
Really extraordinary. I’ll tell you what, he said. I haven’t got 
time now. But I’ll find you again, you can be sure of that. I’ll 
find you and send for you again. I never thought I’d hear a thing 
like that. I won’t leave you this way, he said, I’ve just got to take 
care of a few things. And then, who can tell, I might put myself 
down as your uncle, you’ll be promoted to being General’s niece. 
And I’ll send you to a university, he said. Anywhere you like. 
I swear to God, that’s what he said. Probably a joke, just to tease 
me.” 

At this moment a long, empty cart with high sides, of the kind 
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used for carting hay in Poland and West Russia, drove up. The 
two horses in their shaft harness were driven by a soldier from 
the horse transport corps who in the old days would have been 
called a wagoner. He pulled up, jumped down from his seat, 
and began to unhitch the cart. Everyone except Tania and one 
or two soldiers crowded around him begging him to take them 
wherever they were going, telling him, of course, that they would 
make it worth his while. But the driver refused, saying he had 
no right to use the cart or the horses except as he was ordered. 
He led the horses away and was not seen again. 

Tania and the others, who until then had been sitting on the 
ground, all climbed into the empty cart, which had been left 
standing in the field. The conversation, interrupted by its ar¬ 
rival and by the argument with the driver, was resumed. 

“What did you tell the General?” asked Gordon. “Tell us, if 
you can.” 

“Why not? I’ll tell you.” 

And so she told them her terrible story. 


4 

"Yes, it’s true that I’ve got a lot to tell. They say I don’t come 
from poor people. Whether strangers told me or I somehow re¬ 
membered it, I don’t know, but I’ve heard it said that my mother, 
Raisa Komarova, was the wife of a Russian cabinet minister, 
Comrade Komarov, who was in hiding in White Mongolia. But I 
guess Komarov was not my real father. Well, of course, I’m not 
an educated girl, I grew up an orphan without a father and 
mother. Perhaps what I say seems funny to you, but I’m only 
saying what I know, you have to put yourselves in my place. 

“Yes. Well now, what I’m going to tell you. It all happened 
beyond Krushitsky, the other end of Siberia, beyond the Cossack 
country, near the Chinese border. When we—the Reds, that is 
■—moved up to the chief town of the Whites, that same Komarov, 
the minister, he put my mother and all those families on a special 
train and ordered it to take them away. My mother was fright¬ 
ened, you see, she didn’t dare to move a step without him. 

“This Komarov didn’t know about me. He didn’t know that I 
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even existed. My mother had me when she had been parted 
from him for a long time, and she was frightened to death that 
somebody might tell him. He hated children terribly, and he 
yelled and stamped his feet. They only bring filth and worry 
into the house, I can’t stand it, he used to yell. 

“Well now, as I was saying, when the Reds began to come up 
to the town, my mother sent to Nagornaia Station for Marfa, 
the signal woman. That was three stations away from the town. 
I’ll tell you how it was. First there was Nizovaia, and then there 
was Nagomaia, and then there was the Samsonov Pass. Now I 
think I understand it, why Mother knew this signal woman. I 
think this signal woman, Marfa, used to come and sell milk and 
vegetables in the town. That’s it. 

“And here is something I don’t know. I think they cheated 
Mother, they didn’t tell her the truth. The Lord only knows what 
sort of story they told her, I suppose they said it was just for a 
time, for a day or two, till things settled down. She didn’t mean 
to give me to strangers forever. To be brought up by strangers 
—Mother could not have given up her own child like that. 

“Well, you know how it is with a child. ‘Go and talk to Auntie, 
she’ll give you a piece of gingerbread, nice Auntie, don’t be 
frightened of Auntie.’ How I cried afterwards, how heartbroken 
I was, how I missed my mother—it’s better not to remember 
that. I wanted to hang myself, I nearly went out of my mind 
as a small child. That was all I was at that time. I suppose Aunt 
Marfa got money for my keep, a lot of money. 

“There was a rich farm that went with the signal job, a cow 
and a horse and of course all kinds of fowl, and a big place for 
vegetables—out there you could get as much land as you 
liked—and of course no rent because the house belonged to the 
government; it was right next to the tracks. When the train 
was coming from home, it could hardly get up the hill, it was so 
steep, but coming from your parts, from Russia, down it came 
so fast they had to use the brakes. Down below, in the autumn, 
when the woods thinned out, you could see Nagornaia as if it 
were set on a saucer. 

“The signal man, Uncle Vasilii, I used to call just Daddy. He 
was a kind and cheerful man, only terribly trusting, especially 
when he was drunk. Everybody knew all there was to know 
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about him all over the countryside. He’d turn his heart inside out 

to every stranger he met. 

“But the signal woman I never could call Mother. Whether 
it was because I couldn’t forget my own mother or for some 
other reason, the fact is Aunt Marfa really was terrible. Yes. And 
so I called the signal woman Aunt Marfa. 

“Well, time went on, years went by, how many I don’t know. 
I was beginning to go out to the trains to wave the flag, and I 
could bring the cow in or unhitch the horse. Aunt Marfa taught 
me to spin, and as for the housework, it goes without saying 
I did that. Anything like sweeping or tidying or doing a bit of 
cooking, that was nothing to me, I did all that. Oh, yes, and I 
forgot to tell you, I looked after Petia. Our Petia had withered 
legs, he was three but he couldn’t walk at all, so I carried him 
around. And now, after all those years, I still get shivers down 
my back when I think of how Auntie Marfa used to squint at 
my strong legs as much as to say why weren’t my legs withered, 
it would be better if I had withered legs instead of her Petia, as 
if I’d put the evil eye on him. You wouldn’t believe what spite 
and superstition there is in the world. 

“But now listen to what I’m going to tell you. All that was 
nothing to what happened later. It’ll make your hair stand on 
end. 

“It was the time of NEP, a thousand rubles was worth a 
kopeck. Uncle Vasia sold a cow down below and got two sacks 
full of money. Kerenki it was called—no, sorry, they were called 
lemons then, that’s what they were called. He had a drink and 
told everyone in Nagornaia how rich he was. 

“I remember it was a windy day in autumn. The wind was 
tearing at the roof, it nearly knocked you off your feet, and the 
engines couldn’t get uphill because the wind was head on. Sud¬ 
denly I saw an old beggar woman coming down from the top 
of the hill, the wind tugging at her skirt and blowing off her 
kerchief. 

“She was walking along and moaning and clutching her belly. 
She asked us to take her in, and we put her on the bench. Oh, 
she yelled, I can’t stand it, I can’t stand it, my belly is on fire, 
this is my end. In Christ’s name, she begged, take me to the 
hospital, I’ll pay you whatever you like. Well, Daddy hitched 
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Udaloy, the horse, to the cart, put the old woman in the cart, 
and took her to the county hospital, which was eleven miles away. 

“After a time we went to bed, Aunt Marfa and I, then we heard 
Udaloy neighing outside and the cart driving into the yard. It 
seemed a bit too soon for them to be back. But anyway Aunt 
Marfa lit a light, put on her jacket, and undid the bolt without 
waiting for Daddy to knock. 

“She opened the door, but it wasn’t Daddy, it was a stranger, 
dark and frightening, and he said, Show me where the money is 
that you got for the cow. I’ve killed your old man in the wood, he 
said, but you being a woman I’ll let you alone if you tell me 
where the money is. If you don’t tell me you know what will 
happen, you’ll only have yourself to blame, and better not keep 
me waiting, I don’t have any time to hang around. 

“Oh, God in heaven, need I tell you the state we were in, you 
can imagine, yourselves. We were shaking all over, half dead 
with fright and speechless with terror! First Uncle Vasia was 
killed, he’d said so himself, he’d killed him with an ax, and now 
we were alone with him, a murderer right in our house, we could 
see he was a murderer. 

“I suppose it was just then that Aunt Marfa went out of her 
mind. The moment she heard her husband was dead, some¬ 
thing snapped inside her. And she knew she mustn’t show how 
she felt. 

“First she threw herself at his feet. Have mercy on me, she 
said, don’t kill me, I don’t know a thing, I’ve never heard about 
any money, I don’t know what money you are talking about. 
But he wasn’t going to be put off with that, he wasn’t such a fool, 
the devil. All right, then, she told him. The money is in the cel¬ 
lar. I’ll open the trap door for you. But the devil saw right 
through that. No, he said, you go down, you know the way, 
you get it. I don’t care if you go down to the cellar or up on 
the roof, all I want is the money. But remember—don’t try to 
pull any tricks, he said, it doesn’t pay to fool with me. 

“Then she said to him: God be with you, why are you so 
suspicious? I’d gladly go down and get it for you myself, but my 
legs are bad, I can’t manage the ladder. I’ll stand on the top step 
and hold the light for you. Don’t worry, I’ll send my daughter 
down with you, she said. That was me she meant. 
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“Oh, God in heaven, need I tell you how I felt when I heard 
that? Well, that’s the end of me, I thought, and everything went 
black in front of my eyes and my legs wouldn’t hold me up, I 
thought I’d fall down. 

“But that devil, he was no fool, he took one look at both of us 
and screwed up his eyes and grinned at her, showing all his teeth, 
as much as to say: I know your tricks, you can’t fool me. He could 
see that I meant nothing to her, I wasn’t her own flesh and blood, 
so he made a grab at Petia and picked him up in one hand 
and pulled up the trap door with the other. Let’s have a light, 
he said to her, and down he went—down the ladder into the 
cellar with Petia. 

“I think she was already cracked and couldn’t understand any¬ 
thing; her mind was gone. As soon as he had gone down with 
little Petia, bang, she slammed the trap door and locked it and 
began to drag a heavy trunk on top of it, nodding and beckoning 
to me to help her, because it was too heavy for her. She got it 
in place and sat on it, pleased with herself, the crazy woman. 
No sooner had she sat down than the robber started yelling and 
banging on the floor. You couldn’t make out what he was saying, 
the floor boards were too thick, but you could tell from his voice 
what he meant: let him out or he’d murder Petia. He roared 
worse than a wild beast to frighten us. Now your Petia’s in for 
it, he yelled, but she couldn’t understand a thing. She just sat 
there winking at me and laughing, as much as to say: No matter 
what you do, I won’t budge from the trunk and I’ll keep the 
keys. I did everything I could with her, I screamed right into her 
ears saying she must open up the cellar and save Petia, and I 
tried to push her off the trunk, but I couldn’t, she was too strong 
for me and she wouldn’t listen. 

“Well, he was banging, banging on the floor, and the time 
was going by, and she just sat there rolling her eyes, not listening 
to anything. 

“Well, after a time—Oh, God in heaven, I’ve been through 
many things in my life, but this I’ll never forget. As long as I live 
I’ll hear Petia’s thin little voice—little Petia cried and groaned 
down below, the little angel, that devil choked him to death. 

“Now what shall I do, what shall I do with this mad old 
woman and this murderer, I thought. And I had to do some- 
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thing. The moment I thought this I heard Udaloy neighing out¬ 
side. He’d been standing out there in the yard and he hadn’t 
been unharnessed. Yes. Udaloy was neighing as much as to say: 
Let’s fly quickly, Tania, and find some good people and get help. 
I looked out of the window and I saw that it was near dawn. 
You’re right, Udaloy, it’s a good idea, I thought. Let’s go. But 
hardly had I thought this when again I heard, like a voice calling 
from the wood, Wait, don’t huiTy, Tania, we’ll do it another way. 
And again I knew I wasn’t alone in the wood. It was like our 
own cock crowing. An engine hooted down below. I recognized 
its whistle; it was from the engine that they always kept ready at 
Nagomaia—a pusher, they called it—to help freight trains up 
the hill. This was a mixed train going by, it always went by at 
that time every night. Well, I heard this engine I knew, calling 
me from below. I listened and my heart leapt. Am I off my head, 
I wondered, like Auntie Marfa, that every living beast and every 
dumb engine speaks to me in plain Russian? 

“Well, it was no good thinking, the train was getting near, 
there was no time to think. I grabbed the lantern—there wasn’t 
much light yet—and I raced to the track and stood right in the 
middle, between the rails, waving the light up and down. 

“Well, what more is there to say? I stopped the train. Because 
of the wind it was going slowly, very slowly, almost at a crawl. 
I stopped it and the driver, who knew me, leaned out of the 
window of the cab and called out something, I couldn’t hear 
what it was because of the wind. I shouted to him, the signal 
house had been raided, murder and robbery, a killer in the 
house, help us, Comrade Uncle, we need help right away. And 
while I was saying this, Red Army men came jumping out of 
the train, one after the other, it was an army train, they jumped 
out on the track. What’s up? they asked, they couldn’t make out 
why on earth the train had stopped in the wood, on a steep hill 
at night, and was standing still. 

“I told them everything. They dragged the murderer out of 
the cellar. He was squealing in a voice thinner than Petia’s, 
Have mercy on me, good people, he said, don’t kill me, I’ll never 
do it again. They took the law into their own hands. They dragged 
him out onto the tracks, tied his hands and feet to the rails, 
and drove the train over him. 
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“I never even went back for my clothes, I was so fright¬ 
ened. I asked them to take me along in the train, and they put 
me on the train and off I went. After this, I wandered over half 
our own country and others with the bezprizornys, I don’t know 
where I haven’t been. I’m not exaggerating. What happiness, 
what freedom now, after all I suffered as a child! Though it must 
be said that there was also much sin and misery. But all this came 
later, I’ll tell you about it some other time. . . . That night I was 
telling you about, a railway official came off the train and went 
to the house to take charge of the government property, and to 
decide what to do about Auntie Marfa. Some say she never 
recovered and died in a madhouse, but others say she got better 
and came out.” 

For a long time after hearing Tania’s story Gordon and Du- 
dorov strolled about under the trees in silence. Then the truck 
came; it turned clumsily off the road into the clearing, and 
the crates were loaded onto it. Gordon said: 

“You realize who this Tania is?” 

“Yes, of course.” 

“Evgraf will look after her.” Gordon added after a pause: “It 
has often happened in history that a lofty ideal has degener¬ 
ated into crude materialism. Thus Greece gave way to Rome, 
and the Russian Enlightenment has become the Russian Revo¬ 
lution. There is a great difference between the two periods. 
Blok says somewhere: ‘We, the children of Russia’s terrible years.’ 
Blok meant this in a metaphorical, figurative sense. The children 
were not children, but the sons, the heirs, the intelligentsia, and 
the terrors were not terrible but sent from above, apocalyptic; 
that’s quite different. Now the metaphorical has become literal, 
children are children and the terrors are terrible, there you have 
the difference.” 


5 

Five or ten years later, one quiet summer evening, Dudorov and 
Gordon were again together, sitting at an open window above 
Moscow, which extended into the dusk as far as the eye could 
reach. They were looking through a book of Yurii’s writings that 
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Evgraf had put together, a book they had read more than once 
and almost knew by heart. They read and talked and thought, 
By the time they came to the middle of the book it was dark and 
they turned on the light. 

And Moscow, right below them and stretching into the dis¬ 
tance, the author’s native city, in which he had spent half his 
life—Moscow now struck them not as the stage of the events 
connected with him but as the main protagonist of a long story, 
the end of which they had reached that evening, book in hand. 

Although victory had not brought the relief and freedom that 
were expected at the end of the war, nevertheless the portents 
of freedom filled the air throughout the postwar period, and 
they alone defined its historical significance. 

To the two old friends, as they sat by the window, it seemed 
that this freedom of the soul was already there, as if that very 
evening the future had tangibly moved into the streets below 
them, that they themselves had entered it and were now part of 
it. Thinking of this holy city and of the entire earth, of the still¬ 
living protagonists of this story, and their children, they were 
filled with tenderness and peace, and they were enveloped by 
the unheard music of happiness that flowed all about them and 
into the distance. And the book they held seemed to confirm and 
encourage their feeling. 




THE POEMS 
OF YURII ZHIVAGO 




HAMLET 


The stir is over. I step forth on the boards. 

Leaning against an upright at the entrance, 

I strain to make the far-off echo yield 
A cue to the events that may come in my day. 

Night and its murk transfix and pin me, 

Staring through thousands of binoculars. 

If Thou be willing, Abba, Father, 

Remove this cup from me. 

I cherish this. Thy rigorous conception. 

And I consent to play this part therein; 

But another play is running at this moment, 

So, for the present, release me from the cast. 

And yet, the order of the acts has been schemed and plotted. 
And nothing can avert the final curtain’s fall. 

I stand alone. All else is swamped by Pharisaism. 

To live life to the end is not a childish task. 


MARCH 

The sun is hotter than the top ledge in a steam bath; 
The ravine, crazed, is rampaging below. 

Spring—that corn-fed, husky milkmaid — 

Is busy at her chores with never a letup. 

Thesnowis wasting (pernicious anemia — 

See those branching veinlets of impotent blue?) 

Yet in the cowbarn life is burbling, steaming. 

And the tines of pitchforks simply glow with health. 
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These days—these days, and these nights also! 

With eavesdrop thrumming its tattoos at noon. 

With icicles (cachectic!) hangingonto gables, 

And with the chattering of rills that never sleep! 

All doors are flung open—in stable and in cowbarn; 
Pigeons peck at oats fallen in the snow; 

And the culprit of all this and its life-begetter — 

The pile of manure—is pungent with ozone. 


HOLY WEEK 

The murk of night still prevails. 

It is yet so early in this world 

That the sky even now flaunts its countless stars. 

And each star is radiant as the day. 

And if the earth could really have its way 
It would sleep through all of Eastertide 
T o the droning of the Psalms as a lullaby. 

The murk of night still prevails. 

The Creations hour is yet so early 
That the square extends like eternity 
From one corner to the other. 

And there is still a millennium 
Until the dawn and warmth come. 

The earth is stark-naked yet: 

It hasn’t got a stitch to wear of nights 
To ring the bells, or to chime in 
Of its own accord, with choirs singing. 

From Maundy Thursday right up to 
The very eve of Easter the waters gnaw 
At riverbanks, and are busy weaving 
Their currents, whirlpools, and eddies. 
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The forest, too, is stripped, exposed. 

And all through Passiontide 

The trunks of pines stand in a throng 

Like worshippers aligned in prayer. 

While in the town, not too far off, 

The trees stand mother-naked too. 

As if about to enter church 
And peering within its gratings. 

Their gaze is overcome with awe. 

Nor is their panic hard to fathom: 

The gardens leave their boundary walls, 

The laws that govern the earth are shaken — 

A god is being interred. 

They see a glow about the altar screen. 

And the black pall, and tapers in a row. 

And faces all in tears. . . . 

And a procession suddenly emerges 
Bearing the Cross and Shroud, 

And comes toward them. Two birches 
Guarding the portals have to step aside 
And yield the right of way. 

The procession makes a circuit of the church grounds, 
Walking along the very curb of the pavement. 

And brings in from the street within the portals 
The spring, and all the murmurings of spring. 

And air that has about it the tang of consecrated wafers 
And of the heady fumes of spring. 

And March scoops up the snow on the porch 
And scatters it like alms among the halt and lame — 

As though a man had carried out the Ark, 

And opened it, and distributed all it held. 
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The singing lasts until the glow of dawn. 

The voices, having sobbed their fill. 

Are more subdued. Their chanting of the Psalms and Gospels 

Floats out more and more faintly 

Until it reaches wastelands under lonely lamps. 

And when the midnight comes 
All creatures and all flesh will fall silent 
On hearing spring put forth its rumor 
That just as soon as there is better weather 
Death itself can be overcome 
Through the power of the Resurrection. 


WHITE NIGHT 


I have visions of a remote time: 

A house on the Petersburg side of the Neva; 

You, the daughter of a none-too-well-off landed proprietress 
(The land being out in the steppes), 

Are taking courses—and were born in Kursk. 

You are a darling; you have admirers. 

This night you and I 

Have made ourselves cozy on your window sill; 

We are looking down from this skyscraper of yours. 

The street lamps are just like butterflies of gas. 

The morning has flicked us with its first chill. 

That which 1 am telling you is so much like 
The far-off vistas now plunged in sleep. 

You and I are in the grasp 
Of precisely that timid devotion to a mystery 
Which holds St. Petersburg, spread like a panorama 
Beyond the unencompassable Neva. 



There, far, far among thick-wooded landmarks. 

On this night, so vernal and so white, 

The nightingales roll and trill their paeans, 

Filling with rumbling the city’s wooded limits. 

Their frenzied trilling surges. 

The song of each tiny, dull-hued singer 
Stirs rapture and awakens unrest 
Deep within each ensorcelled grove. 

Night, like a barefooted pilgrim woman, 

Is creeping close to the fences as she makes her way there, 
And the tracks of our murmurs, which she has eavesdropped. 
Trail after her from our window sill. 

Amid echoes of these overheard murmurs 
The boughs of the apple and cherry trees 
Bedeck themselves in whitish blossoms 
In the gardens with their rough-hewn palings. 

And the trees, themselves white as specters, 

Come out on the road jostling and thronging. 

Just as if they were waving their farewells 
T o the white night which has witnessed so very many things. 
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BAD ROADS IN SPRING 


The flames of sunset were smoldering out. 

A horseman headed for a remote farmstead in the Urals 
Was plodding over a spring-mired trail 
In a thick pine forest. 

The horse’s inwards heaved. In answer 
To the swish and clink of its shod hoofs 
The swirling whirlpools loosed their echoes 
Over the road, in pursuit. 

But when the horseman, dropping reins, 

Would slow his mount down to a walk, 

The spring freshets would roll very close to him 
All of their roaring, all their din. 

Someone was laughing, someone wept; 

Stones ground to dust against the flints, 

And loosened and uprooted tree-stumps 
Went tumbling into churning pools. 

A nightingale raged in frantic song 
Like a church bell pealing forth a tocsin; 

He sang among branches interlaced and darkling 
Against the sunset’s conflagration. 

Where a willow leant over a hollow 
Like a widow burying her mate 
The bird was whistling on seven oaks, 

As Robber Nightingale did in days of old. 

Against what evil, against what forlorn love 
Was this predestined fervor meant? 

Against whom had the singer fired 
This charge of small shot in the woods? 



It seemed that he would emerge like a wood demon 
From the camp of the escaping convicts 
To meet the outposts of the partisans, 

Whether on foot or horse. 

The earth and sky, the field and forest 
Hearkened to catch each unique note, 

These measured doles of sheerest madness. 

Of pain, of happiness, of anguish. 


EXPLANATION 

Life has returned with just as little reason 
As on a time it so oddly snapped. 

1 am on the same ancient thoroughfare 

That 1 was on that summer, on that day and hour. 

The same people, and their cares are the same. 

And the sunset’s red fire has not yet grown cold: 

It was just the same when that deathly evening 
Quickly nailed it against a white wall. 

Women in worn and sleazy cottons 
Go tap-tapping along (just as they did then) 

And night (just as it did then) will crucify them 
Under the tin roofs of their garret rooms. 

There, one of them, with her feet dragging. 

Slowly emerges upon her threshold 
And, climbing out of her semibasement. 

Goes cater-comer across the yard. 

1 am again brushing up on excuses 

And (once again) nothing means much to me. 

Now my fair neighbor, having skirted the back yard. 
Leaves us alone, all alone by ourselves. 



Keep back your tears. And do not twist 
Your swollen lips. And don’t pucker them. 

For that would merely break the scab 
That was formed by the enfevered spring. 

Remove your hand — don’t keep it on my breast: 

We are merely wires—and the current’s on. 

Once more—watch outl—we will be thrown together. 

And this time not by chance. 

The years will pass and you will marry. 

You will forget the hardships you endured. 

To be a woman is a great adventure; 

To drive men mad is a heroic thing. 

For my part, all my life long 
I have stood like a devoted slave 
In reverence and awe before the miracle 

Of woman’s hands, her back, her shoulders, and her sculptured throat. 

And yet, no matter how the night 
May chain me within its ring of longing, 

The pull of separation is still stronger 

And I have a beckoning passion for the clean break. 



SUMMER IN TOWN 


Conversation in murmured tones. 

With an impatient gesture 

She upsweeps her hair—the whole sheaf of it — 

From the nape of her neck. 

As she peers out from under her heavy comb 
She is a woman in a helmet. 

Her head, braids and all. 

Is thrown back. 

Outside, the sultry night 
Threatens to turn inclement. 

Pedestrians, shuffling their feet. 

Hasten homeward. 

You can hear abrupt thunderings 
And their grating echoes, 

While the gusts of wind 
Are making the curtains sway. 

Not a word breaks the silence. 

The air is as sticky as it was before 
And, as before, lightnings go rummaging. 
Rummaging, rummaging all over the sky. 

And when the morning comes 
Sunshot and sultry 

And once more starts drying the puddles 
Left on the street by last night’s downpour. 

The fragrant lindens, 

Ages old but still in full blossom, 

Have a glum look about them 

Because they haven’t slept themselves out. 
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WIND 


I have died, hut you are still among the living. 
And the wind, keening and complaining. 
Makes the country house and the forest rock — 
Not each pine by itself 
But all the trees as one, 

Together with the illimitable distance; 

It makes them rock as the hulls of sailboats 
Rock on the mirrorous waters of a boat-basin. 
And this the wind does not out of bravado 
Or in a senseless rage. 

But so that in its desolation 

It may find words to fashion a lullaby for you. 


HOPBINES 

We seek shelter from inclement weather 
Under a willow entwined with ivy. 

A raincape is thrown over our shoulders. 

My arms are tightly encircled about you. 

Sorry—I erred. The shrubs in these thickets 
Are not ivy-grown but covered with hopbines. 
Well, we’ll do better if we take this raincape 
And spread it out wide for a rug beneath us. 
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FALSE SUMMER 


The leaves of the currants are coarse and woolly. 

The house shakes with laughter, the windowpanes ring. 
There’s great chopping within it, and pickling, while pepper 
And cloves are put in to lend tang to the brine. 

The grove, like a cavorting clown, casts this hubbub 
As far as that field with its rather steep slope 
Where the sun-scorched hazels are blazing with color 
As if they’d been seared by the heat of a fire. 

Here the road dips to a gravelly gully; 

Here among the ancient and gnarled river-snags 

One can feel sorry for even that rag-picking crone Autumn 

Who has swept all of her queer treasure-trove down here. 

And also because all Creation is simpler 
Than some of our crafty philosophers think. 

And because the grove seems to be plunged under water. 

And because for all things there’s a predestined end. 

And because there’s no sense for one’s eyes to be blinking 
When all they behold has been scorched by the sun. 

And the fine ashes of Autumn (its white gossamer) 

Float in at the windows with each vagrant breeze. 

There’s a hole in the fence; it leads from the garden 
To a path that gets lost where the birches grow thick. 

The house hums with laughter and housewifely bustling — 
That bustling and laughter also come from afar. 
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WEDDING 


Guests came until dawn 

To the bride’s house for the celebration. 

Cutting right across the yard, 

Bringing their own music. 

After midnight until seven 
Not a murmur came 
From behind the felt-lined door 
Of the master’s bedroom. 

But at dawn (the sleepiest time 
When one could sleep forever ) 

The accordion struck up, 

Once again, at leaving. 

The harmonica played too 
Like a hurdy-gurdy; 

Clapping hands and clicking beads 
Helped the charivari. 

And again, again, again 
Sped by guests carousing 
All the ribald catches burst 
Right into the bedroom, 

While one wench, as white as snow. 

To the calls and whistles 
Once more did her peahen dance 
Gliding, with hips swinging. 

Head tossed high 
And right hand waving. 

Dancing fast on cobbles — 

Just a peahen, peahen! 
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Suddenly the din and doings 
And rings-around-a-rosy 
Vanished as if hell had yawned 
Or water had engulfed them. 

Noisily the barnyard woke 
And sounds of daily chores 
Mingled with the noisy talk 
And the peals of laughter. 

Up into the boundless skies 
Rose whirlwinds of gray patches: 
Flocks of pigeons taking off 
In fast flight from dovecotes. 

Just as if some drowsy soul 
Bestirred himself to set loose 
Birds with wishes for long life 
To overtake the wedding. 


For life, too, is only an instant. 
Only the dissolving of ourselves 
In the selves of all others 
As if bestowing a gift — 

Only wedding noises 
Soaring in through a window; 
Only a song, only a dream, 

Only a gray pigeon. 
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AUTUMN 


1 have let all the members of my household go their ways; 

All those close to me have long since scattered. 

And everything—within the heart and throughout nature — 

Is filled with the loneliness of always. 

And now I am here with you in the forester’s hut. 

The forest is unpeopled and deserted. 

Its trails and paths are (as the old song has it) 

Half overgrown with grass and weeds. 

We are the only ones now 

For the walls of logs to regard in melancholy. 

We made no promises to storm barricades; 

We shall go down to perdition openly. 

We will take our seats at one; at three we will leave our seats — 
I with a book, you with your needlework. 

And when day breaks we shall not notice 
At what time we had done with our kissing. 

Be noisy, leaves, as you flutter down — 

Still more flamboyantly, with more abandon! 

And raise the level of the gall of yesterday 
Within the cup, by adding to it today’s yearning. 

Attachment, craving, splendor of beauty. . . . 

Let us scatter like smoke in this September soughing. 

Bury all of yourself, my dearest, in this autumnal rustling; 
Swoon, or go half insane! 

You shed your coverings in much the same fashion 
As this grove sheds its leaves, 

Whenever you fall into my embraces 
In your dressing gown with its silken tassels. 



You are the blessing in a stride toward perdition, 
When living sickens more than sickness does itself; 
The root of beauty is audacity, 

And that is what draws us to each other. 


FAIRY TALES 

Once upon a time 
in a faery realm 
A knight was urging his steed 
Over a steppe of burdocks. 

He was most eager 
To take part in battle, 

Yet he could see through the dust 
A forest looming ahead. 

A nagging foreboding 
Gnawed at his doughty heart. 

(Shun the water hole — 

Tighten saddle-girth!) 

But the knight, unheeding. 

Put spurs to his steed 
And at full tilt rode 
Up the wooded knoll. 

Then, from this burial mound, 

He rode into a dry river bed. 
Next, skirting a meadow, 

He crossed over a mountain. 

He veered into a hollow 
And, by a forest trail, 

Came upon a spoor. 

Found a water hole. 
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Deaf to any warning. 

Unheeding his inner call, 

He led his steed down from a rise 
To drench him at the stream. 

By the stream a cave yawned. 

Before the cave was a ford; 

Flaming brimstone seemed 
To light the caverns mouth. 

From behind the crimson smoke 
That screened everything from sight 
A far-off cry came echoing 
Through the towering pines. 

The knight, startled, 

Dashed off straight ahead, 

Racing through the ravine 
In answer to this cry for help. 

And the knight beheld 
A dread dragon’s head, 

And its scales and tail — 

And gripped his lance hard. 

Flaming at its maw, 

The dragon scattered light like seed. 
Its spine was wound in a triple coil 
Around a maid. 

The great serpent’s neck 
Flicked like the tip of a whip 
Over the white shoulders 
Of his fair captive. 

For that country’s custom 
Gave up to this forest monster 
A beautiful young creature 
As its prey. 



The people of that region 
Paid this tribute to save 
Their wretched huts and hovels 
From the great worm’s wrath. 

Its body bound her arms 

And was wound about her throat: 

It had accepted this sacrifice 
To torture as it willed. 

With his eyes turned up to heaven 
The knight implored its aid 
And ready to give battle 
Aimed his lance at full tilt. 

Tightly closed eyelids. 

Towering heights. And clouds. 

Waters. Fords. And rivers. 

Tears. And countless ages. 

The knight in dented helmet 
Lies unhorsed in the battle. 

His faithful steed’s hoofs trample 
The life out of the serpent. 

Steed and dragon carcass 
Lie together on the sand. 

The knight lies there unconscious. 

The maid is in a swoon. 

The noontide vault of heaven 
Is radiant and blue. 

Who is this maid? A princess? 

Bred to the land? Or to the purple bom? 

Tears from excess of joy 
Course down her cheeks in streams. 
Then her soul is overcome 
By sleep and oblivion. 
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He feels he is recovering, 

Then cannot stir a limb — 

So great his loss of blood, 

So much his strength is spent. 

Yet both their hearts are beating. 
By turns he and she 
Strain to come to. 

Only to sleep again. 

Tightly closed eyelids. 

Towering heights. And clouds. 
Waters. Fords. And rivers. 

Years. And countless ages. 


AUGUST 

The sun, keeping its promise without deception. 

Had penetrated early in the morning. 

Tracing a saffron streak obliquely 
From the window curtains to the divan. 

The same sun splashed with sultry ocher 
The woods near by, the hamlet’s houses. 

My bed, my dampened pillow 

And the wall’s angle near the bookshelf. 

I have recalled the very reason 
For the slight dampness of my pillow. 

I had dreamt that all of you were trailing 
Through the woods, coming to see me off. 

There was a crowd of you, yet you were straggling. Suddenly 
Someone recalled: according to the Old Style 
It was the sixth of August — 

The Lord’s Transfiguration. 
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On this day, usually, a light without a flame 
Issues from Mount Tabor, and Autumn, 

Refulgent as an oriflamme, 

Draws all eyes by its many glories. 

And you traversed the stunted, beggared, 

Denuded, quaking scrubwood of the alders 
And entered the cemetery coppice 
Of flaring red and ornate as a ginger bunny. 

The sky was pompously playing neighbor 
To the unstirring treetops, while the distance 
Was clamorous with the exchange 
Of long-drawn clarion calls of roosters. 

Death stood like a state surveyor 

Within God’s acre in this forest, scanning 

My lifeless face, as if in thought 

How best to dig my grave to proper measure. 

All of you heard (not inwardly but with your sense of hearing) 
The calm voice of someone close beside you. 

That voice had been mine once, a fatidic voice. 

It sounded now, untouched by death’s corruption: 

“Farewell to Transfiguration’s azure 
And to the Second Coming’s gold! 

Abate, with a last womanly caress, 

The bitterness to me of this predestined hour. 

Farewell to years of timelessness. 

Let us part now, you who threw 

Your woman’s gauntlet to an abyss of degradations: 

I am the arena of your ordeal. 

Farewell, broad sweep of outspread wings, 

Farewell to willfulness of soaring. 

And to the image of the world through words made manifest. 
And to creativity, and to working wonders’’ 
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WINTER NIGHT 


It snowed and snowed, the whole world over. 
Snow swept the world from end to end. 

A candle burned on the table; 

A candle burned. 

As during summer midges swarm 
To beat their wings against a flame. 

Out in the yard the snowflakes swarmed 
To beat against the windowpane. 

The blizzard sculptured on the glass 
Designs of arrows and of whorls. 

A candle burned on the table; 

A candle burned. 

Distorted shadows fell 
Upon the lighted ceiling: 

Shadows of crossed arms, of crossed legs — 

Of crossed destiny. 

Two tiny shoes fell to the floor 
And thudded. 

A candle on a nightstand shed wax tears 
Upon a dress. 

All things vanished within 
The snowy murk — white, hoary. 

A candle burned on the table; 

A candle burned. 

A corner draft fluttered the flame 
And the white fever of temptation 
Upswept its angel wings that cast 
A cruciform shadow. 
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It snowed hard throughout the month 
Of February and almost constantly 
A candle burned on the table; 

A candle burned. 


PARTING 

The man is staring across the threshold 
And cannot recognize his home. 

Her going had been like a flight. 

Havoc has left its traces everywhere. 

Chaos prevails in all the rooms. 

He cannot judge the devastation 
Because his eyes are blurred with tears. 
Because his head is pounding. 

Ever since morning his ears have been ringing. 
Is he awake or having a bad dream? 

And why do thoughts about the sea 
Persist in coming to his mind? 

When one no longer sees the day 
Because of hoarfrost on the panes 
The hopelessness of grief redoubles 
Its likeness to the sea’s vast desert. 

He drew her every trait to him 

Even as the sea draws near it 

Each of the many littorals 

Throughout the stretch of its incoming tide. 

Even as reeds go down beneath 
The rough seas following a storm 
So every line of her had gone 
To the bottom of his soul. 
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In years of hardships, in the days 
Of an unthinkable existence 
She had been cast up from the depths 
By a high wave of destiny. 

Amid innumerable perils. 

Avoiding every reef and shoal 
The wave had borne her on and on 
And brought her close. 

And now, this flight of hers. Perhaps 
It had been forced upon her. 

This parting will consume them both 
And grief gnaw clean their bones. 

His eyes take in the whole scene. 

At the moment of her going 
She had upset the contents of 
Every compartment in her dresser. 

He paces aimlessly and till dark comes 
Keeps putting back inside a drawer 
The scattered scraps of cloth. 

The crumpled sample patterns. 

And having run into his hand 
A needle left in some unfinished sewing 
He suddenly sees all of her. 

And falls to sobbing. Softly. 
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ENCOUNTER 


The snow will bury roads. 

Will cover the roofs deeply. 

If I step out to stretch my legs 
I will see you from the door. 

Alone, in a fall coat. 

No hat and no snow boots; 

You are trying to be calm. 
Nibbling your snow-wet lips. 

The distant trees and fences 
Recede into the murk. 

You stand at the corner 
Alone in the midst of the falling 

Water runs down your scarf. 
Inside your sleeves, your collar, 
And melted snow sparkles 
In dewdrops on your hair. 

And a flaxen strand of it 
Lights up your face, your scarf, 
Your bravely erect figure, 

That wretched coat of yours. 

Snow melts upon your lashes. 
Sadness is in your eyes. 

And all of you seems fashioned 
Out of a single piece. 

It is as if your image 
Were being etched forever 
With burin and strong acid 
Upon my very heart. 
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Nor can your submissive features 
Ever be burnished off. 

And so, what does it matter 
If the world is stonyhearted? 

And so, this night is doubling itself 
With all its murk and snow 
And I cannot draw a line 
Dividing you and me. 

For who are we, and where from. 
If after all these years 
Gossip alone still lives on 
While we no longer live? 


STAR OF THE NATIVITY 

It was wintertime. 

The wind blew from the plain 

And the infant was cold 

In the cave on the slope of a knoll. 

The breath of an ox served to warm Him. 

The cattle were huddling 
Within the cave. 

Warmth hovered in a mist over the manger. 

Up on a cliff shepherds shook from their sheepskins 

The straws from their pallets 

And stray grains of millet 

And sleepily stared into the midnight distance. 

Far off were fields covered over with snow. 

And a graveyard, and gravestones and fences, 

A cart with its shafts deep in a snowdrift 
And, over the graveyard, a star-studded sky. 


546 



And seemingly near yet unseen until then, 

Its light more timorous than that of a tallow-dip 
Set in the window of some watchmans hut, 

A star glimmered over the road to Bethlehem. 

Now it looked like a hayrick blazing 
Off to one side from heaven and God; 

Like the reflection of an arsonous fire. 

Like a farmstead in flames or a threshing floor burning. 

It reared in the sky like a fiery stack 
Of straw, of hay, 

In the midst of a Creation startled, astounded 
By this new Star. 

An increasing redness that was like a portent 
Was glowing above it. 

And three stargazers heeded, and hasted 
To answer the call of these unwonted lights. 

Gift-laden camels plodded behind them, 

And caparisoned asses, each one smaller and smaller. 

Were daintily, cautiously descending a hill. 

And all of the things that were to come after 
Sprang up in the distance as a strange prevision: 

All the thoughts of the ages, all the dreams, all the worlds, 

All the future of galleries and of museums, 

All the pranks of goblins, all the works of the workers of miracles. 
All the yule trees on earth, all the dreams of small children, 

All the warm glow of tremulous candles, all chains, 

All the magnificence of brightly hued tinsel. . . . 

(Ever more cruel, more raging, the wind blew from the plain.) 
... All rosy-cheeked apples, all the blown-glass gold globes. 

Part of the pond was screened by alders 
But, beyond rook nests among the treetops, 

Part could be seen clearly from the brink of the cliff. 

The shepherds could mark well the camels and asses 
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Threading their way at the edge of the miUdam. 

“Let us go with all others and worship the miracle ” 

Said they, and muffled their sheepskins about them. 

Plowing through snow made their bodies feel warm. 

Tracks of bare feet, glinting like mica. 

Led over the bright plain and beyond the inn’s hut, 

And the dogs sighting these tracks by the Star’s light 
Growled at them as if at a candle-end’s flame. 

The frosty night was like a fairy tale. 

And some beings from the snow-crushed mountain ridge 
Were mingling constantly, unseen, with all the others. 

The dogs were wavering, looking back in terror, 

And, in dire foreboding, cringed close to a young shepherd. 

Through the same countryside, over the same highway 
Some angels walked among the throng of mortals. 

Their incorporeality made them invisible 
Yet each step they took left the print of a foot. 

Day was breaking. The trunks of the cedars stood out. 

A horde of men milled by the stone at the cave’s mouth. 

"W ho are you?’’ Mary asked them. 

“We are from a shepherd tribe, and envoys of heaven. 

We have come to sing praises to both of you.” 

“You cannot all enter. Bide a while here.” 

In the gloom before dawn, gray as cold ashes. 

The drovers and shepherds stamped to keep warm. 

Those come on foot bickered with those who came mounted. 
Near the hollowed-out log that served as a water trough 
The camels bellowed, the gray asses kicked out. 

Day was breaking. Dawn swept the last of the stars 
Off heaven’s vault as if they were ash motes. 

And Mary, out of all the countless multitude, allowed 
Only the Magi to enter the cleft in the crag. 
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He slept, all refulgent, in the manger of oakwood. 

Like a moonbeam within a deep-hollowed tree. 

In lieu of sheepskins His body was warmed 
By the lips of an ass and the nostrils of an ox. 

The Magi stood in shadow (the byre seemed in twilight ); 
They spoke in whispers, groping for words. 

Suddenly one, in deeper shadow, touched another 
To move him aside from the manger, a little to the left. 
The other turned: like a guest about to enter, 

The Star of the Nativity was gazing upon the Maid. 


DAWN 

You were the be-all in my destiny. 

Then came the war, the devastation. 

And for a long, long time there was 
No word from you, not even a sign. 

And after many, many years 
I find again your voice disturbs me. 

All night 1 read your testament — 

And found my consciousness returning. 

Vm drawn to people, to be one of a crowd. 

To share their morning animation. 

I’m ready to smash everything to smithereens 
And make all kneel in schoolboy penance. 

And so I dash down all the stairs 
As if this were my first sortie 
Into these streets and their deep snow 
And pavements that long since died out. 
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Each way I turn I see awakenings, lights, comfort. 
Men gulp their tea, they hurry to catch trolleys. 
Within the space of a few minutes 
You’d never recognize the town. 

The blizzard weaves its nets in gateways 
Out of the thickly falling flakes. 

And all, to get to work in time. 

Dash madly, hardly taking breakfast. 

I feel for all these people 
As if I’d been within their hides; 

I feel I’m melting, even as the snow melts, 

I feel I glower, even as the morning glowers. 

The nameless ones are part of me. 

Children also, the trees, and stay-at-homes. 

All these are victors over me — 

And therein lies my sole victory. 


MIRACLE 

He was on His way from Bethany to Jerusalem, 

Languishing under the sadness of premonitions. 

The slope’s prickly scrubwood had been scorched by the sun 
No smoke rose from a near-by hut. 

The air was hot; the reeds did not stir 
And the calm of the Dead Sea was unbroken. 

And, knowing a bitterness that rivalled the bitterness of the 
Accompanied only by a small band of clouds. 

He went on along the dusty road 

Intent on reaching a certain religious school. 

He was on His way to attend a gathering of disciples. 
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And so deeply was He plunged in His thoughts 
That the countryside sent forth an odor of wormwood. 

A stillness fell over all things. He stood alone 
In the midst of it all. And all the region lay prostrate 
As if in a swoon. All things became confused: 

The sultriness and the desert. 

And lizards, and wellsprings and streams. 

A fig tree rose up a short distance ahead — 

Utterly fruitless, putting forth only branches and leaves. 

And He said unto it: “Of what use art thou? 

What joy have I from thee, standing there petrified? 

I am enhungered and athirst, yet thou art all barren 

And coming upon thee is of less joy than stumbling on granite. 

Oh, how thou dost offend, how void of any gift! 

Remain, then, even as thou art until the end of time." 

A shudder at the condemnation ran through the tree 
Even as a spark of lightning runs down a rod. 

The fig tree was instantly consumed to ashes. 

If at that point but a moment of free choice had been granted 
To the leaves, the branches, to the trunk and roots 
The laws of nature might have contrived to intervene. 

But a miracle is a miracle—and miracle is God. 

When we are in confusion, then in the midst of our straggling 
It overtakes us and, on the instant, confounds us. 
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EARTH 


High-handed spring barges right into 
The stateliest Moscow houses. 

Moths flutter out when one opens closets 
And start crawling over summer headgear. 
Furs are put away in trunks. 

The ledges of high wooden garrets 
Put forth their vernal flowerpots 
Of gillyflowers and wallflowers; 

Rooms flaunt a free-and-easy air 
And attics smell of dust. 

Streets are on hail-fellow-well-met terms 
With each and every purblind window. 

White night and sunset, by the river. 

Just can’t, somehow, pass each other. 

And you can hear inside the hallway 
What’s going on out in the open, 

Or overhear the eavesdrop talking 
By chance with April (which month has 
Thousands and thousands of true stories 
That have to do with mankind’s woes). 
Dawnglows and evenglows congeal on fences. 
Dawdling and shirking at their tasks. 

The selfsame blend of fire and eeriness 
Prevails outside and in snug dwelling. 
Everywhere the air is not its own self. 

The selfsame pussywillow twigs interlace, 

The selfsame white buds beget their swellings. 
Whether on window sill or at crossroads. 
Whether in the street or in a workshop. 
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Why, then, does the distance weep in a mist 
And humus have so sharp an odor? 

For that’s just what my calling’s for — 

To keep the vistas from being bored. 

To keep the land beyond the city 
From pining by its lonely self. 

That is the reason my friends gather 
To be with me in early spring 
And why our evenings serve as farewells 
And our little feasts as testaments. 

So that the secret stream of sorrow 

May impart some warmth to the chill of being. 


EVIL DAYS 

When He was entering Jerusalem 

During that last week 

He was hailed with thunderous hosannas; 

The people ran in His wake, waving palm branches. 

Yet the days were becoming ever more ominous, more grim. 

There was no stirring the hearts of men through love: 

Their eyebrows knit in disdain. 

And now, the epilogue. Finis. 

The heavens lay heavy over the houses, 

Crushing with all of their leaden weight. 

The Pharisees were seeking evidence against Him, 

Yet cringed before Him like foxes. 

Then the dark forces of the Temple 

Gave Him up to be judged by the offscourings. 

And, with the same fervor with which they once sang His praises. 
Men now reviled Him. 
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The rabble from the vicinity 
Was peering in at the gateway. 

They kept jostling as they bided the outcome. 

Surging, receding. 

The neighborhood crawled with sly whispers 
And rumors crept in from all sides. 

He recalled the flight into Egypt and His childhood 
But recalled them now as if in a dream. 

He remembered the majestic cliff side in the wilderness 
And that exceeding high mountain 
Whereon Satan had tempted Him, 

Offering Him all the kingdoms of the world. 

And the marriage feast at Cana 

And the guests in great admiration over the miracle. 

And the sea on which, in a mist, 

He had walked to the boat as if over dry land. 

And the gathering of the poor in a hovel 

And His going down into a cellar by the light of a taper 

Which had suddenly gone out in affright 

When the man risen from the dead was trying to get to his feet. 
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MAGDALENE 


As soon as night comes my demon springs up out of the ground. 
That is the price I pay for my past. 

They come, those memories of vice. 

And fall to gnawing at my heart. 

Those memories of days when 1, a slave 
To the whims and quirks of males. 

Was but a demoniac fool and the street was all my shelter. 

A few scant moments still remain 

And then a silence as of the grave will fall. 

But before they pass 1, having reached 
The very limit of my life. 

Am shattering that life at Thy feet 
As if it were an alabaster vessel. 

Oh, where would 1 now be. 

My Master and my Saviour, 

If eternity were not awaiting me 
Of nights, standing by my bed 
Like a new visitor enticed 
Into the net of my profession? 

But still, 1 would have Thee expound for me the meaning 
Of sin, and death, and hell and brimstone fire — 

When 1, before the eyes of all, have grown into one 
With Thee, even as scion and tree. 

Because my yearning is beyond all measure. 

When, Jesus, 1 embrace Thy feet 

As 1 support them on my knees 

It may be that 1 am learning to embrace 

The squared beam of the Cross 

And, bereft of my senses, am straining for Thy body 

As 1 prepare Thee for Thy interment. 
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II 

People are tidying up before the holiday. 

Aloof from all this bustle, 

I am anointing Thy most immaculate feet 
With myrrh from a small bowl. 

I grope for and cannot find Thy sandals. 

I can see naught because of my tears. 

Strands of my loosened hair have fallen 
Like a pall over my eyes. 

I have set Thy feet upon my lap, 

I have poured my tears over them, Jesus; 

1 have entwined them with the string of beads from around my neck, 
I have buried them in my hair, as in the folds of a burnous. 

I see the future in such detail 
As if Thou hast made it stand still. 

At this moment I can foretell events 
With the fatidical clairvoyance of the Sybils. 

The veil will fall on the morrow within the Temple 
We will be huddled in a knot off to one side. 

And the earth will rock underfoot — 

Out of pity for me, perhaps. 

The ranks of the guard will realign 

And the mounted soldiers will start dispersing. 

Just as a waterspout in a storm strains upward 
So will that Cross be straining to reach the sky. 

I shall prostrate myself on the earth at the foot of the crucifix. 

I shall make my heart stop its beating, I shall bite my lips. 

Thou hast spread Thy arms to embrace far too many. 

Flinging Thy hands out till they reach the ends of the crossbeam. 

556 



For whom in this world is all this breadth, 

So much agony and such power? 

Are there so many souls and lives in this universe — 

So many settlements, and rivers and groves? 

Yet three days such as this shall pass 

And they shall thrust me into such a void 

That during this brief interval of time 

I shall, even before the Resurrection, attain my full stature. 


GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE 

The turn in the road was illumined 

By the indifferent glimmer of the remote stars. 

The road led around the Mount of Olives; 

Below, in its valley, the Brook Kedron ran. 

Halfway, the small meadow dipped in a sharp break; 
Beyond it began the great Milky Way, 

While the silver-gray olives still strained forward 
As if to stride onward upon empty air. 

Furthest away was someone’s garden plot. 

He left His disciples outside the stone fence 

Saying, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; 

Tarry ye here, and watch with me.” 

He had rejected without resistance 

Dominion over all things and the power to work miracles, 
As though these had been His only on loan 
And now was as all mortals are, even as we. 

Night’s distance seemed the very brink 
Of annihilation, of nonexistence. 

The universe’s span was void of any life; 

The garden only was a coign of being. 
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And peering into these black abysses — 

Void, without end and without beginning — 

His brow sweating blood. He pleaded with His Father 
That this cup of death might pass from Him. 

Having eased His mortal anguish through prayer. 

He left the garden. Beyond its wall His disciples. 

Overcome with sleep, sprawled on the ground 
In the wayside feathergrass. 

He awakened them: “God hath granted you to live 
During my days on earth, and yet you lie there sprawling. 
Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man 
Shall betray Himself into the hands of sinners.” 

He had scarcely spoken when, coming from none knew where, 
A throng of slaves sprang up, a host of vagrant men 
With swords and torches, and at their head stood Judas 
With the perfidious kiss writhing on his lips. 

Peter drew sword and thrust the cutthroats back 
And struck a man and smote off his ear. 

Whereon he heard, "No metal can resolve dissension. 

Put up thy sword again into his place. 

Thinkest thou my Father would not send 
Sky-darkening hosts of winged legions to my succor? 

And without harming even a hair of mine 
My enemies would scatter, leaving no trace behind. 

But now the book of life has reached a page 
Which is more precious than are all the holies. 

That which was written now must be fulfilled. 

Fulfilled be it, then. Amen. 

Seest thou, the passing of the ages is like a parable 
And in its passing it may burst to flame. 

In the name, then, of its awesome majesty 
I shall, in voluntary torments, descend into my grave. 
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I shall descend into my grave. And on the third day rise again. 
And, even as rafts float down a river. 

So shall the centuries drift, trailing like a caravan, 

Coming for judgment, out of the dark, to me.” 
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